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On author of my being !—far more dear 
To me than light, than nouriſhment, or reſt, 
Hygeia's bleſſings Rapture's burning tear, 

Or the life blood that mantles in my 7 breaſt. 


If in my heart the love of Virtue glows, $6 
_ Twas planted there by an unerring rule: 
From the example the pure flame aroſe, 
Thy life, my precept—thy good works my ſchool, - 


Could my weak pow'rs thy num'rous virtues trace, 
By filial love each fear ſhould be repreſs'd ; | 
The bluſh of Incapacity 'Id chaſe, 
And ftand recorder of thy worth, confeſs'd : 


at 


But ſince my niggard ſtars that Sift refuſe, 
Concealment is the only boon I claim 1 | 
Obſcure be ſtill the unſucceſsful Muſe, 
Who cannot raiſe, but would not fink, your fame. 


Oh ! of my life at once the ſource and joy 
If e'er thy eyes theſe feeble lines ſurvey, 

Let not their folly their intent deſtroy ; | 
Accept the tribute—but forget the la. | 
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Lady Howard . to the Rev. Mr, * aun, | 
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"Howard Grove. 
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C AN "WY my * Sir, be any . of more 
painful to a friendly mind, than a neceſſity of com- 
municating diſagreeable intelligence Indeed, it is 
ſometimes difficult to determine, whether the rela- 
tor or the receiver of evil tidings is moſt to be pitied; 
J have juſt had a letter from. Madame Duyal ; 
ſhe is ae at a loſs in what manner to behave ; 
ſhe ſeems defirous to repair the ,wrongs ſhe has 
done, yet wiſhes the wor 70 to believe her blame+ 
leſs. She would fain caſt upon another the odium 
of thoſe misfortunes for which ſhe alone is anſwer- 
able, Her letter is violent, ſometimes abuſive, and 
that of you Heu, to; whom: ſhe «is under obliga- 
tions which are greater even than her faults, . — 
to whoſe advice h utes. all, the ſuf- _ 


ickedl. 
ferings of her 1 7 put the late 1.2 
Belmont. The chief purport of her writing/L will 
acquaint you with; the letter itfelf is not worthy 
your notice, 


Vor. I. a | B 1 | She 
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She tells me that ſhe has, for many years paſt, 
been in continual expectation of making a. journey 
to England, which prevented her writing for in- 
formation 8 this melancholy ſubject, by 
giving her hopes of making perſonal enquiries; 
but family occurrences have till detained her in 
France, which country ſhe now ſees no proſpect of 
quitting. She has, therefore, lately uſed her ut- 
moſt endeavours to obtain a faithful account of 
whatever related to her ill-adviſed daughter; the 
:reſult of which giving her ſome reaſon to apprehend 
that, upon her death-bed, ſhe bequeathed an infant 
.orphan to the world, ſhe moſt graciouſly ſays, that 
if you, with whom Jhe under ſtandi the child is pla- 
cCead, will procure authentic proofs of its relation- 
Mip te her, ybu may ſend it to Paris, where ſhe 
will properly provide for it. 
This woman is, undoubtedly, at length, con- 
Feious of her moſt unnatural conduct; it is evident 
from her writing, that ſhe is ſtil] as vulgar and illi- 
terate as when her firſt huſband, Mr. Evelyn, had 
the weakneſs to marry her; nor does ſhe at all apo- 
Jogize for addrefling herſelf to me, though I was 
only once in her company. 1 oa 
This letter has excited in my daughter Mirvan, 
ſtrong deſire to be informed of the motives Which 
induced Madame Duval to abandon the unfortu- 
mate Lady Belmont, at a time when a mother's pro- 
tection: was fo peculiarly neceſſary for her peace 
and her reputation. Notwithſtanding I was per- 
Jonally acquainted with all the parties concerned in 
hat affair, the ſubject always appeared of two de- 
Heate a nature to be ſpoken ofayith the principals ; 
Teannot, therefore, fatisfy Mrs. Mirvan otherwif 
man u applying to 5 %%j . 
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By ſaying that you may ſend the child, Madame 


Duval aims at conferring, where ſhe moſt owes obli- 
gation. I pretend not to give you advice; you, to 
whoſe generous protection this helpleſs orphan is 
indebted for every thing, are the beſt and only judge 
of what ſhe ought to do; but 1 am much concern; 
ed for the trouble and uneaſineſs which this unwor - 
thy woman may occaſion you. s ' 
My daughter and my grandchild join with me 
in deſiring to be moſt kindly remembered to the 
amiable girl; and they bid me remind you, that 
the annual viſit to Howard Grove, which we were 
formerly promiſed, has been diſcontinued for more 
than four years, I am, dear Sir, 
: with great regard, 0 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, and friend, 
244409 45H of: 2515 root. Howalk 
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Ar. Villars to Lady Howard. , i 
Berry-Hill, Dorſetſhire. 
You R Ladyſhip_did but too well foreſee the 2; 
perplexity and uneaſineſs of which Madame Du- | 4 
val's letter has been productive. However, I 
ought rather be, thankful that I have ſo many 
2 remained unmoleſted, than repine at my pre- 
ſent embarraſſment; ſince it proves, at leaſt, that 
this wretched woman is at length awakened to re- 
.. Horſe. CE LH | * 2 
In regard to my anſwer, I muſt humbly requeſt 
your Ladyſhip to write to this effect: “ That I 
would not, upon any account, intentionally offend 
Madame Duval, but that I have weighty, nay un- 
— B 2 _ _ anſwerable 3 


4 unit 


anſwerable reaſons for detaining her grand daughter 
at preſent in England; the principle of which is, 


that it was the earneſt deſire of one to whoſe will 


ſhe owes implicit duty. Madame Duval may be 
aſſured that ſne meets with the utmoſt attention and 
tenderneſs; that her education, however ſhort of 
my withes, almoſt exceeds my abilities; and that 


I I flatter myſelf, when the time arrives that ſhe 


ſhall pay her duty to her grand-mother, .Madame 
Duval will find no reaſon to be diflatished with what 
has been done for her.“ 1 e e 

Your ladyſhip will not, I am ſure, be ſurpriſed 
at this anſwer. Madame Duval is by no means a 


proper companion'or guardian for a young woman: 
he is at once uneducated and unprineipled; ungen- 


tle in her temper, and unamiable in her manners. 
J have long known that ſhe has perſuaded herſelf 


to harbour an averſion for me—Unhappy woman! 
Lean only regard her as an object of pity | 


I dare.not heſitate at a requeſt from Mrs. Mir- 
wan, yet, in complying with it, I ſhall, for her 
,own ſake, be as conciſe as I poſſibly can; ſince the 


ctruel tranſactions which preceded the birth of oy 
= ward, can afford no entertainment to a mind ſo 


humane as her's. | | 
Your ladyſhip may probably have heard, that 


1 T had the honour to accompany Mr. Evelyn, the 
F  grand-father of my young charge, when upon his 


travels, in capacity of tutor. is unhappy mar- 


Tiage, immediately upon his return to England, 
with Madame Duval, then a waiting girl at a ta- 
vern, contrary to the advice and entreaties of all his 
friends, among whom I was myſelf the moſt ur- 
gent, to diſſuade him, induced him to abandon his 
native land, and fix his abode in France. Thither 


ne was followed by ſhame and repentance ; feelings 
RO AED „ which 


: 
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which his heart was not formed to ſupport: for, 
notwithſtanding he had been too weak to reſiſt the 
allurements of beauty, which nature, though a 
niggard to her of every other boon, had with a la- 
viſh hand beſtowed on his wife; yet he was a young 
man of excellent character, and till thus unac- 


countably infatuated, of unblemiſhed conduct. He 


ſurvived this ill-judged marriage but two years. 
Upon his death bed, with an, unſteady hand, he. 


wrote me the following note: | 


„My friend ! forget your reſentment, in favour 
of your humanity a father, »trembling for the 
2 of his child, bequeaths her to your care.— 
O Villars! hear pity! and relieve me“ 

Had my ' circumſtances- permitted, I ſhould have 
anſwered theſe words by an immediate journey to 
Paris; but I:was obliged to act by the agency of a 
friend, Who was upon the ſpot, and A at the 
opening of the will. EA LO LE thts 

Mr. Evelyn left to me a legacy: of a thouſand 
pounds, and the ſole guardianſhip of his daughter's 
perſon till her eighteenth year, conjuring me, in 
the moſt affecting terms, to take the charge of her 
education till ſhe was able to a& with propriety for 
herſelf ; but in regard to fortune, he left her wholly 
dependent on her mother, to whoſe tenderneſs he 
earneſtly recommended her. en 
Thus, though he would: not, to a woman lo- w—-— 
bred and illiberal as Mrs. Evelyn, truſt the mind 
and morals of his daughter, he nevertheleſs thought 
proper to ſecure to her that reſpect and duty which; 


from her own child, were certainly her due; but, 


unhappily; it never occurred to him that the mo- 
ther, on her part, could fail in affection or juſtice, 
i Evelyn, Madam, from the ſecond to the 
eigbeeenth year of her life, was brought up under 
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my care, and, except when at ſchool, under my 
roof. I need not ſpeak to your Ladyſhip of the 
virtues of that excellent young creature. She 
loved me as her father; nor was Mrs. Villars leſs 
valued by her; while to nie ſhe became ſo dear, 
that her loſs was little leſs afflicting to me than 
that which I have fince ſuſtained of Mrs. Villars 
| herſelf. 1 
At that period ofcher life we parted; her mo- 
ther, then married Monſieur Duval, ſent for 
her to Paris. How often have I ſince regretted 
that I did not accompany her thither ! protected 
and ſupported by me, the miſery and diſgrace which 
awaited her, might, perhaps, have been avoided, 
But—to be brief, Madame Duval, at the inſtiga- 
tion of her huſband, earneſtly, or rather tyran- 
nically, endeavoured to effect an union between 
Miſs Eveyln and one of his nephews. And, when 
ſhe found her power inadequate to her attempt, 
enraged at her non-compliance, ſhe. treated her 
with the groſſeſt unkindnefs, and threatened: her 
with poverty and ruin. | N10 
Miſs Eveyln, to whom wrath and violence had 
hitherto been ſtrangers, ſoon. grew weary of this 
uſage ; and: raſhly, and without a witneſs, con- 
ſented to a private marriage with Sir John Bel- 
mont, a very profligate young man, who had: but 
too- ſucceſsfully: found means to infinuate himſelf 
into her favour. He promiſed. to conduct her to 
England—he did. — 0, Madam, you know 
the reſt Diſappointed of the fortune he expect- 
ed, by the inexorable rancour of the Duvals, he 
infamouſly burnt the certificate of their marriage, 
and denied that they had ever been united ! ' , 
She flew to me for protection. With what 
mixed tranſports of joy and "anguiſh did 1 * 
| K 1 ee 
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ſee her! By my advice ſhe endeavoured to procure” 


proofs of her marriage ;—but in vain: her cre- 


dulity hath been no match for his art. | 
Every body believed her innocent, from the 
guiltlefs tenor of her unſpotted youth, and from 
the known libertiniſm of her barbarous betrayer. 
Yet her ſufferings were too accute for her tender 
frame, and the fame moment that gave birth to 
her infant, put an end at once to the ſorrows and 
the life of its mother. 

The rage of Madame Duval at her eJopement,. 
ibated not while this injured victim of cruelty yet 


drew breath. She probably intended, in time, to 


have pardoned her, but time was not allowed. 
When ſhe was informed of her death, I have been 
told, that the agonies of grief and remorſe, with 
which ſhe was ſeized, occaſioned her a ſevere fit 


of iſlneſs. But, from the time of her recovery to 


the date of her letter to your Ladyſhip, I had ne- 


ver heard that ſhe manifeſted any defire to be made 


acquainted with the circumſtances which attended 
the death of Lady Belmont, and the birth of her 
helpleſs child, . 
That child, Madam, ſhall never, while life is 
lent me, know the lofs ſhe has fuſtained. I have 
cheriſhed, ſuccoured, and ſupported her, from her 


earlieſt infancy to her ſixteenth year; and ſo _ . 
+ +8 


has ſhe repaid my care and affection, that my fonde 
wiſh is now bounded in the defire of beſtowing her 
on one Who may be ſenſible of her worth, and 
then ſinking to eternal reſt in her arms. 
Thus it has happened that the education of the 
father, daughter, and grand-daughter has devolved' 
on me. What infinite miſery have the two firſt 
cauſed me.! Should. the fate of the dear ſurvivor be 
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equally adverſe, how wretched will be the end of 
my cares the end of my days! !: . 
Even had Madame Duval merited the charge 
ſhe claims, I fear my fortitude would have been 
unequal to ſuch a parting ; but, being ſuch as ſhe 
is, not only my affection, but my humanity re- 
coils at the barbarous idea of deſerting the ſacred 
truſt repoſed in me. Indeed, I could but ill ſup- 
port her former yearly viſits to the reſpectable 
manſion at Howard Grove ; pardon me, dear Ma- 
dam, and do not think me inſenſible of the honour 
which your Ladyſhip's condeſcenſion confers upon 
us both; but ſo.deep is the impreſſion which the 
misfortunes of her mother have made on my heart, 
that ſhe does not even for a moment, quit my ſight, 
without exciting apprehenſions and terrors which 
almoſt overpower me. Such, Madam, is my ten- 
derneſs, and ſuch my weakneſs ! But ſhe is the only 
tie I have upon earth, and I truſt to your Ladyſhip's 
goodneſs not to judge of my feelings with ſeverity. 
I beg leave to preſent my humble reſpe&s to 
Mrs. and Miſs Mijrvan ; and have the honor 
Df many Madam, | 
- © Your Ladyſhip's moſt obedient 
5 and moſt humble ſervant, * 
| ARTHUR VILLARS 
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LETTER U. 
"Vi | * [ | 2 7 . b | 
[Written ſome months after the laſt.] 
Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


103 $0 n | Howard Grove, March 8. 
Dear and Rev. Sir, | EL 


Y OU lift letter gave me infinite pleaſure : 
after ſo long and tedious an illneſs, how grateful to 
yourſelf and to your friends muſt be Laa return- 
ing health ! You have the heatty wiſhes of every 
individual of this place for its continuance and in- 
. „ 3 
Will you not- think 1 take advantage of your ac- 
bn ad 7s recovery, if I once, more venture. to 
mention your pupil and Howard Grove together? 
Yet you muft remember the” 77 with Which 

we ſubmitted to your deſire of not parting with 
her during the bad ſtate of your health, though it 
was with much reluctance we forebore to ſolicit her- 
company. = orand-daughter in particular, has 
ſcarce been able to repreſs her eagerneſs to again 
meet the friend of her infancy ; and for my+ o n 
part, it is very ſtrongly my wiſh to manifeſt the ' 
regard which I had for the unfortunate Lady Bel- 
mont, by proving ſerviceable to her child; which 
ſcems to me the beſt reſpect that can be paid to her 
memory. Permit me, therefore, to lay before 
you a plan which Mrs. Mirvan and I have formed, 
in conſequence of your reſtoration to health. 

I would not frighten you but do you think you 
could bear to part with your young companion for 
two or three months? Mrs. Mirvan propoſes to 


B 5 | ſpend. 
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ſpend the enſuing ſpring in London, whither, for 
the firſt time, my grandchild will accompany her: 
Now, my good friend, it is very earneſtly their 
with to enlarge and enliven their party by the ad- 
dition of your amiable ward, who would ſhare, e- 
qually with her own daughter, the care and atten- 
tion of Mrs. Mirvan. Ds not ſtart at this propo- 
_ *#al; it is time thatſhe ſhould ſee ſomething of the 
world. When young people are too rigidly ſe- 
queſtered from it, their lively and romantic ima- 
ginations paint it to them as a paradiſe of which 
they have been-beguiled ; but when they are ſhown 
it properly, and in due time, they ſee it ſuch as it 
_ really is, equally ſhared by pain and pleaſure, hope 
and diſappointment, _ | 

_ You have nothing to apprehend from her meet- 
ing with Sir John Belmont, as that abandoned 
man is now abroad, and not expected home this 


FE a 5 
L "Well, my ood Sir, what ſay you to our ſcheme ? 
J hope it will, meet with your approbation ; but 
if it ſhould not, be aſſured I can never be diſ- 
pleaſed at any decifion made by one who is ſo 
much Wiebe, and 1 as yourſelf by, 
: fler $0 0J843 } 19 ear Sir,, 
Four moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
Os bo M. HowaRD. 
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a. Vi lars ro Lady Howard. "Lt 
Berry Hill, March. 12, 


1 A M grieved, Madam, to appear obſtinate, and 
L bluſh to incur the imputation of ſelfiſhneſs, in 
detaining my young charge thus long with myſelf 
in the coun I conſulted not ſolely my own in- 
olination. eftinied, in all probability, to poſſeſs 
a very moderate fortune, I wiſhed to contract her 
views to ſomething within it. The mind is but 
too naturally prone to pleaſure, but too eaſily yield- 
2 _ js: tion: it has been my ſtudy to guard 
their deluſions, by. preparing her to ex- 
— . to deſpiſe them. But the time draws on 
for experience and obſervation to take place of in- 
ſtruction: if 1 have, in ſome meaſure, rendered” | 
her capable of uſing the one with diſeretion, and 
making the other with improvement, I ſhall-rejoice 
myſclf with the aſſurance of having largely con- 
tributed to her welfare. She is now of an age that 
p is eager to attend, let her then enjoy 
it! I commit her to the protection of your Lady- 
ſhip, and 1 pe ſhe may be found werthy half 
the goodneſs | am ſatisfied. ſne will meet with a 
your: hoſpitable manſon. -'- i 
Thus far, Madam, I chearfulty ſubmit to your Ws 
deſire. In confiding my ward to the care of Lady x ! | 
Howard, I can feel no uheaſineſs from her abſence, * 
but what will ariſe from the loſs of her compat 
fince 1 ſhall be as well convinced of her ſafety, 
- ſhe were under my-own roof---but; ean- | 
3 be ſerious in propoſing to introduce ber 8 
e gaieties of a London life? Permit. me off | 
2 * 3 
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aſk, for what end, or what purpoſe ? A youthful 
mind is ſeldom totally free frem-ambition ; to curb 
that, is the firſt ſtep to contentment, fince to di- 
miniſh expectation, is to encreaſe enjoyment. I 
apprehend nothing more than too hs raiſing her 
hopes and her views, which the natural vivacity of 
her diſpoſition would render but too eaſy to effect. 


The town acquaintance of Mrs. Mirvan are all in 


the circle of * is this artleſs young creature, 
with too much beauty to eſcape notice, has too 
much ſenſibility to be indifferent to it; but ſhe has 
too little wealth to be ſought with Propriety by 
men of the faſhionable 3 

Conſider, Madam, the peculiar cruelty of her 
ſituation only child of a wealthy baronet, whoſe 
perſon ſhe has never ſeen, whoſe character ſhe has 

reaſon; to abhor, and whoſe name ſhe is forbidden 
do claim; entitled as ſhe is to lawfully. inherit his 
fortune and eſtate, is there any probability that he 
will properly own her? And while he continues to 

petſevere in diſavowing his marriage with Miſs 
_ Eyelyn, the fhall never, at the expence of her mo- 
ther's honour, receive a part of her right, as * 
donation of his bounty, _ 
And as to Mr. Evelyn's eſtate, I have no doubt 
put that Madame Duval and her relations will diſ- 
poſe of it among themſelves. 

It, ſeems, therefore, as if this deſerted child 
though legally heireſs to two large fortunes, muſt 
owe all her rational expectations to adoption and 
friendſhip. Yet her income will be ſuch as may 
make her happy, if ſhe is diſpoſed to be ſo in pri- 
vate life; though it will = no means allow her to 
enjoy the luxury of a London fine lady 
Loet Miſs Mirvan, then, Madam, ſhioe i in all : 
ihe KR of high Eee but ſuffer 10 child o__ 135 
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to enjoy the pleaſures of humble retirement, with 
a mind to which greater views are unknoẽwfn. 


%* «4 


I hope this, reaſoning will be honoured with 
your approbation and 1 have yet another motive 


that has ſome weight with me; I would not wil- 


lingly give offenceto any human being, and ſurely 
Madame Duval might accuſe me. of. injuſtice, if, 
while I refuſe to let her grand-daughter wait upon 
her, I conſent to her joining a party of pleaſure 
to London. SE. wp 

In ſending her to Howard Czrove, not one of 


theſe ſcruples ariſe ; and therefore Mrs. Clinton, 


a moſt worthy woman, formerly her nurſe, and 


now my houſekeeper, ſhall attend her thither next 
week. | F 

Though I have always called her by the name 
of Anville, and reported in this neighbourhood. 
that her father, my intimate. friend, left her to my 
nee yet I have thought it neceſſary to 


et her be herſelf acquainted with the melancholy: | 


circumſtances attending her birth; for, though I. 
am very deſirous of guarding her from curioſity 
and impertinence, by cencealing her name, fa- 
mily, and ſtory, yet I would not leave it in the 
power of chance, to ſhock her gentle nature with a 
tale of ſo much ſorrow. | . 71 ond 
You muſt not, Madam, expect too much from 
my pupil. She jt quite a little ruſtic, and knows 
nothing of the world; and though her education 
has been the beſt I could beſtow in this retired 
place, to which Dorcheſter the neareſt town, is 


ſeven miles diſtant, yet I ſhall not be ſurprized if 


you ſhould diſcover in her a thouſand deficiencies 
of which I have never dreamt. She muſt be very 
much altered ſince ſhe was laſt at Howard Grove, 
but I will ſay nothing of her; I leave her to your 


Ladyſhip's 1 


k 
14 
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Ladyſhip's own obſervations, of which I beg a 
faithful relation; and am, | 


Dear Madam, with great reſpect, 
Your obedient t and moſt humble ſervant, 


ARTHUR Vitlaks. 


lt do a Tn 


LETTER V. 


7 EY 7 mr to Lady Howard, 


March 18. 


. 
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Ter: T'S eter wilt be detiveted” to you by my 
child--=the child of my adoption,--my affe&ion F 
Unbleſt with one natural friend, the merits a 

thouſand. I 'fend her to you, innocent as an au- 
gel, and artleſs as purity itſelf: and I fend you 
with her the heart of your friend, the only hope 
he has on earth, the ſubject of his lateſt. cares. She 
is one, Madam, for whom alone I have lately 
wiſhed to live; and ſhe is one whom to ſerve 1 
would with tranſport die-!” Reftore her but to me 
all innocence as you receive her, and the 10 
3 pnoons fe heart will be Mo EE Vo „g- 
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| Lady Howard io the Rev. Mr. Pillars, 
| Howard Grove. 


* 


95 Dear and Rev. Sir, Tx 
T H. E ſolemn manner in which you have com- 

mitted your child to my care, has in ſome mea- 
ſure damped the pleaſure which I receive from the 


truſt, as it makes me fear that you ſuffer from 


your compliance, in which caſe I ſhall very ſin- 
cerely. blame myſelf for the earneſtneſs with which 
I have requeſted this favour ; but remember, my 
good Sir, ſhe is within a few days ſummons, 
and be afſured I will not detain her a moment 
longer thanyou wiſh. „ ne TONE LAN IY 
f You deſire my opinion of her. | 
She is a little angel! I cannot wonder that you 
ſought to monopolize her. Neither ought you, 
at finding it · impoſſible. | * 
Her face and perſon anſwer my moſt refined 
ideas of complete beauty : and this, though a 
ſubje& of praiſe leſs important to you, or to me, 
than any other, is yet ſo ſtriking, it is not poſſible 
to paſs it unnoticed. Had I not known from 
whom ſhe received her education, I -ſhould, at 
firſt ſight of ſo perfect a face, have been in pain 
for her underſtanding ; fince it has been long and 
juſtly remarked, that folly has ever fought alli- 
ance with beauty. | 
_ She has the ſame gentleneſs in her manners, the 
ſome natural grace in her motions, that I formerly 
ſo much admired in her mother. Her character 
ſeems truly ingenious and ſimple; and, at the 


ſame 


22 
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ſame time that nature has bleſſed her with an ex- 
cellent underſtanding, and great quickneſs of 
parts, ſhe has a certain air of inexperience and in- 
nocency that is extremely intereſting..  _ 
Lou have no reaſon to regret the retirement in 
which ſhe has lived; ſince that politeneſs which 
is acquired by an acquaintance with high life, is 
in ber ſo well ſupplied by a natural deſire ef ob- 
liging, joined to a deportment infinitely engaging. 
1 8 great ſatisfaction a growing affec- 
tion between this amiable girl and my rand-daugh- 
ter, whoſe heart is free from elllchnelg or con- 
ceit, as that of her. young friend is from all guile. 
Their attachment may be mutually uſeful, ſince 
much is to be expected from emulation, where 
nothing is to be feared from envy.. I would have 
thera love each other as ſiſters. and reciprocally 
fupply the place of that tender and happy telati- 
onſhip to which neither of them have a natural 
claim. Rennen ney ns. | 
he ſatisfied, my good Sir, that your child ſhall. 
meet with the ſame, attention as our own. We 
all join in moſt hearty wiſhes for your health and 
happineſs, and in returning our ſincere thanks for. 
the favour you have confered on us. 
+ Ls n * Kam, Dear: Sir, $4 
Four moſt faithful ſervant, 
, I 13 #4 M. HowarD.. 


3 
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n 
5 8 Lady Howard to obs Rev. Mr. Villars. 
. Howard Grove] March 29. 


Br not alarmed, my worthy friend, at my ſo 
ſpeedily troubling you again: 1 ſeldom uſe the 
ceremony of waiting for anſwers, or writing with 
any regularity, and 1 have at preſent immediate 
occaſion for begging your patiencgdge. 
Mrs. Mirvan has juſt received a letter from 
her long-abſent huſband, containing the welcome 
news of his hoping to reach London by the be- 
ginning of next week. My daughter and the 
Captain have been ſeparated almoſt feven years, 
and it would therefore be needleſs to fay what 
joy, ſurpriſe, and conſequertly confuſion, His, at 
preſent, unexpected return has caufed at Howard 
rove. Mrs. Mirvan, you cannot doubt, will 
go inſtantly to town to meet him; her daughter 
is under a, thouſand obligations to attend ber; 1 
grieve that her mother cannot. bs; 
And now. my good Sir, I almoſt bluſh to pro- 
ceed ;—but tell me, may I aſk---will you permit 


---that your child may accompany them ? Do not | 


think us unreaſonable, but conſider the many in- 
ducements which conſpire to make London the 
* place at preſent ſhe can be in. The 
joyful occaſion of the journey; the gaiety of the 
whole party; oppoſed to the dull life ſhe muſt 
lead if left here, with a folitary old woman for 
her ſole companion, while ſhe ſo well knows the 
chearfulneſs and felicity enjoyed by the reſt of the 
family,---are circumſtances that ſeem to merit 


* 
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your conſideration. Mrs. Mirvan deſires me to 
aſſure you, that one week is all ſhe aſks, as ſhe 
is certain that the Captain, who hates London, 
will be eager to reviſit Howard Grove; and 
Maria is fo very earneſt in wiſhing to have the 
company of her friend, that, if you are inexora- 
ble, ſhe will be deprived of half the- plealats ſhe 
otherwiſe. hopes to receive. 

However I will not, my good Sir, deceive 
you into an opinion that they intend to live in a 
retired manner, as that cannot be fairly expected. 
But you have no reaſon to be uneaſy concerning 
Madame Duval; ſhe has no correſpondent in 


* England, and only gains intelligence by eommon. 


report. She mult be a ſtranger to the name your 
child bears; and even ſhould ſhe; hear of this 


in excurſion, ſo ſhort a time as a week; or leſs, 


ſpent in town on ſo particular an occaſion, 
though previous to their meeting, cagnot de con- 
ſtrued into diſreſpect to herſelf. | 

Mrs. Mirvan deſires. me to aſſure you, that if 
- you will oblige her, her :s children ſhall equally, 
mare her time and her attention. She has ſent 
a commiſſion to a friend in town to take a houſe 
for her, and while ſhe waits for an anſwer con- 
cerning it, I ſhall for one from you to aur pe- 
tition. However, yous child is writing herſelf, 
and that, I doubt not, will more avail than all 
we can poſlibly urge. 

MV daughter defixes her beſt e Shea to 
you, /, ſhe lays, you will grant her requeſt, but 
not etje. 

* my dear Sir,-—-we will hope anden thing 
HP. r PIO ; 


1 | M. Howanp. 


; Th 


OE 
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EEK T TEN . 
Evelina fo the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


6 Howard Grove; March 26. 
T HIS houſe ſeems to be the houſe of joy; 


every face wears a ſmile, and laugh is at every 
body's ſervice. It is quite amuſing to walk about 
and ſee the general confuſion ; a room leadin 
to the garden is fitting up for Captain Mirvan's 
ſtudy. Lady Howard does not fit a moment in 
a place; Miſs Mirvan is making caps; every b pl 
ſo buſy ! ſuch flying from room to room; !——ſo 
many orders. given and retracted, and given 
again J nothing but hurry and perturbation. . 
Well but, my dear Sir, I am deſired to make 
a requeſt ta you. I hope you will not think me 
an ineroacher; Lady Howard inſiſts upon my 
writing !-———yet I hardly know how to go on; a 
petition implies a want,-——and have you left me 
one? No, indeec. 4 | 
I am. half aſhamed of myſelf for beginning 
this letter. But theſe dear ladies are ſo preſſing 
J cannot for my life, reſiſt wiſhing for the 
pleaſures they offer me, - provided you do not diſ- 
approve them; _ i i 

5 hey are to make a very ſhort ſtay in town. # 
The captain will, meet them in a day or two. Mrs. 
Mirvan and her ſweet daughter both go ;---what a 
happy party! Yet I am not very eager to accom-— 
pany them at; leaſt, I ſhall, be very well con- 
tented to remain where I am, If you, deſire that I 
ſhould, | T . 0079 £371 £818 

Affüred, 


7 
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Aſſured, my deareſt Sir, of your goodneſs, your 
bounty, and your indulgent kindneſs, ought I to. 
form a wiſh that has not your, ſanction? Decide 
for me, therefore, without” the leaſt apprehen- 
fion that I ſhall be uneaſy, or diſcontented. 
While I am yet in ſuſpenſe, perhaps I may hope, 
but I am mait certain, that when you. have once 
determined T ſhall not repine, © 
They tell me that London is now in full ſplen- 
*dour. Two Play-houfes are open—the Opera- 
Houſe, Ranelagh,—the Pantheon. Vou fee I 
have learned all their names. However, pray don't 
ſuppoſe that I make any point of going, for I ſhall 
hardly figh to ſee them | depart without me; 
though I ſhall probably never meet ſuch ano- 
ther opportunity. And, indeed, their domeſtic 
happineſs will beſo great. ——lIt is natural to wiſh 
to partake of it, 4 | 
I believe I am bewitched ] I made a refolution 
whey I began, that | would not be urgent; but my 
pen or rather my thoughts, will not ſuffer me. 
to keep it---for acknowledge, I muſt acknowledge 
I cannot help wiſhing for your permiſſion. 
I almoſt repent already that I have made this 
confeſſion ; pray forget that you have read it, if 
this journey is diſpleaſing to you. But I will 
not write any longer; for the more think. of 
this affair, the leſs indifferent to it I find my- 
felf, e 6 
Adieu my moſt honoured, moſt reverenced, 
moſt beloved father] for by what other name can I 
Call you? I have no happineſs or ſorrow, no hope 
or fear, but. what your kindneſs beſtows, or your 
diſpleaſure may caufe. You will not, I am ſure, 
ſend a refuſal, without. reaſons unanſwerable, an 
8 therefore 


, o 


/ 
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— hope you will oy able to permit me to go. 
. am, | 


. ; * 

? With the utmoſt affection, „ 
gratitude and duty, 

Your £1 3k 

EvEeLINA= : 


1 cannot to 8 fign Auville, and what other name 
may I claim? «= | 
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LETTER N. 


12 


Berry-Hill, March 28. 


To reſiſt the urgency of intreaty, is a power 
which I have not yet acquired: Iaim not at an au- 
thority which deprives you of liberty; yet I would 
fain guide myſelf by a prudence which ſhould ſave 
me the pangs of repentance. Your impatience to 
fly to a place which your imagination has painted to 
you in colours ſo. attractive, ſurprizes me not; I 
ave only to hope that the livelineſs of your fanc 
may not deceive you: to refuſe, would be to raiſe 


it till higher. Lo ſee my Evelina happy is to 


ſee myſelf without a wiſh ; go then, my child, and 
may that Heaven which alone can direct, preſerve, 
and ſtrengthen, you! To that, my love, will I 


daily offer prayers for your felicity; O may it 


uard, watch over you ! defend you from danger, 


ave you from diſtreſs. and keep vice as diſtant ' / 
from your perſon as from your heart! And to me 


may 


therefore I fhall chearfull acquieſce. Vet I hope 


Mr. Villars to Evelinag 
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may it grant the ultimate bleſſings of clofing theſe 
aged eyes in the arms of one ſo dear---ſo deſervedty 
beloved : 

ARTHOR VILLARS. 


42 6 3 
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LET.TE R X. 
Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


Queen-Ann-Street, London, Saturday April 2. 


Th IS moment arrived. Juſt going to Drury- 
Lane Theatre. The celebrated Mr. arrick per- 
forms Ranger. I 2: quite in extacy. So is Miſs 
Mirvan. How fortunate, that he ſhould happen to 
play ! Wecould not let Mrs. Mirvan reft till ſhe 
conſented to go; her chief objection was to our 
dreſs, for we 24 had no time to Londonize our- 
ſelves; but we teized her into compliance, and ſo 
we are to fit in ſome obſcure place, that ſhe may 
not be ſeen. As to me, Iſhould be alike unknown 
in the moſt conſpicuous or moſt private part of the 
houſe. $ TIS! Sao | Th: 

I can write no mote- now. I havehardly time 
to breathe---only juſt this, the houſes and ſtreets 
are not quite ſo ſuperb as I expected. However, 
I have ſeen nothing yet, ſo Iought not to judge. 

Well, adieu, my deareſt Sir, for the preſent ; I 
could not forbear writing a few words inſtantly on 
my arrival; though I ſuppoſe my letter of thanks 
for your conſent is ſtill on the road. 


| Saturday 


6 


= 
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1 Saturday Night. 

O my dear Sir, in what raptures am I returned! 
Well may Mr. Garrick be ſo celebrated, ſo univer- 
ally admired---I had not any idea of ſo great a 
performer. n ; 
Such eaſe! ſuch vivacity in his manner! ſuch 
grace in his motions | ſuch fire and meaning in his 
eyes !---I could hardly believe he had ſtudied a 
written part, for every word ſeemed ſpoke from 
the impulſe of the moment. | 

His action- at once ſo graceful and fo free 
his voice - ſo clear, ſo melodious, yet ſo wonder- 
fully various in its tones- ſuch animation every 
4ook ſpeaks. | 
I would have given the world to have had the 
whole play acted over again. And when he danced 
-O how I envied Clarinda ! I almoſt wiſhed to 
have jumped on the Rage and joined them. | 

I am afraid you will think me mad, ſo I won't 


Nay any more; yet I really believe Mr. Gartick 


would make you mad too, if you could fee him. I 
intend to aſk Mrs. Mirvan to go to the play every 
night while we ſtay in town. She is extreme! 

kind to me, and Maria her charming daughter, is 
the ſweeteſt girl in the world, 4 


I ſhall write to you every evening all that paſſes 


in the day, and that in the ſame manner as, if 1 


could fee, I ſhould tell you. 9 8 
Sunday. 
This morning we went to Portland chapel, and 


afterwards we walked in the Mall it St James's 


Park, which by no means anſwered my expectati- 
| ons, it is a long ſtraight walk, of dirty gravel, ve- 


ry uneaſy to the feet; and at each end, inftead of 
an open proſpect, nothing is to be ſeen but houſes 


- 5 Y built 


ry 


At 
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built of brick. When Mrs. Mirvan pointed out 
the Palace to me- I think I was never much more 
ſurpriſed. f 5 wr Huy 
However the walk was very agreeable to us; 
2 body looked gay, and Lanes pleaſed, and 
the ladies were ſo much dreſſed, that Miſs Mirvan 
and I could do nothing but look at them. Mrs, 
Mirvan met ſeveral of her friends. No wonder, 
for I never ſaw ſo many people aſſembled together 
before. I looked about for ſome of my acquaint- 
ance, but in vain, for I ſaw not one perſon that I 
2 which is very odd, for all the world ſeemed 
ere. | 7 f | 
Mrs. Mirvan ſays we are not to walk in the 
Park again next Sunday, even if we ſhould be in 
town, becauſe there is better company in Kenſing- 
ton Gardens. But really if you had ſeen how much 
every body was dreſſed, you would not think that 
poſſible. | Wo Ss 
Me are to go this evening to a private ball, gi- 
ven by Mrs. Stanly, à very faſhionable lady of 
Mrs. Mirvan's acquaintance. 
Me have been a hopping as Mrs, Mirvan calls 
it, all this morning, to buy ſilks, caps, gauzes, and 
ſo forth. | | Wis; 
The ſhops are really very entertaining, eſpecially 
the mercers ; there ſeem to be ſix or ſeven, men be- 
longing to each thop, and every one took care, by 
bowing and ſmirking, to be noticed; we were con- 
ducted from one to another, and carried from room 
to room, with ſo much ceremony, that at firſt | 
was almoſt afraid to follow. N 
I thought I ſhould never have choſen a ſilk, for 
they produced ſo many, I knew not which to fx 
upon, and they recommended them all fo Rrong'y 
that I fancy they thought I only wanted perſnation 
+ %+ % e * . | ö to 


ENS LI - 
to buy every thing they ſhewed me. And, indeed, 


they took ſo much trouble, that I was almoſt aſna- 


med I could not. THe 
At the milliners, the ladies we met were ſo much 
dreſſed, that I ſhould rather have imagined they 


were making viſits than purchaſes. But what moſt 


diverted me was, that we were more frequent! 
ſerved by men than by woman; and ſuch men] fo 
finical, ſo affected] they ſeemed to underſtand eve- 
ry part of a woman's dreſs better than we do our- 
ſelves; and they recommended caps and ribbands 
with an air of ſo much importance, that I wiſhed to 
aſk them how long they had left off wearing them ! 
The diſpatch with which they work in theſe great 


ſhops is amazing, for they have promiſed me a com- 


pleat ſuit of linen againſt the evening. 


I have juſt had my hair dreſſed. You can't 


think how oddly'my head feels; full of powder 
and black pins, and a great cuſbion on the top of it. 
[ believe you will hardly know me, for my face 
looks quite different from what it did before my 
hair was dreſſed. When I ſhall be able to make 


* 


uſe of a comb for myſelf I cannot tell, for my hair 
is ſo much entangled, rizzled they call it, that I 


fear it will be very difficult, 


I am half afraid of this ball to-night, for, you 


know, I have never danced but at ſchool; however, 
Miſs Mirvan ſays there is nothing in it; Yet 1 
with it was over. yo | „„ 
Adieu, my dear Sir; pray excuſe the wretched 
ſtuff I write, perhaps I may improve by being in 
this town, and then my letters will be leſs 


5 


py V. er unwor- | 
thy your reading. Mean time Iam, ef 
-. + Yourdutiful and affectionate, CONE 
LL E230 -, ., Rough. unpoliſhed, 7" 
Rs Is FExkris 4 
8 Vol. J. k 8 C | f 
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about fur or five couple; but, 
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Poor Miſs Mirvan cannot wear one of the caps 
8 becauſe they dreſs her hair too large for 
them. | | 


8 a. * N — 1 N 
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Evelina in-continuation. 


Queen Anne: Street, April 5, Tueſday morning. 

InAvr a vaſt deal to ſay, and ſhall give all 
this morning to my pen. As to my plan of writ- 
ing every evening the adventures of the day, I find 
it impracticable; for the diverſions here are ſo very 
late, that if I begin my letters after them, I could 
not.go to bed at all. | 2 88 oy 
Me paſt a molt extraordinary evening. A pri- 
vate ball this was called, ſo l 5 8 to have ſeen 
it fo ord, my dear Sir, 

1 believe I ſaw half the world ! Two very large 
rooms were full of company; in one, were cards 
or the elderly ladies, and in the other, were the 
dancers. My mamma Mirvan, for. ſhe always 
calls me her child, ſaid ſhe would ſit with Ma- 
ria and me till we were provided with partners, 
and then join the card players. Ali 5 
The gentlemen, as they paſſed and repaſſed, 
Tooked as if they thought we were quite at their 
diſpoſal, and only waiting for the honour of their 
commands; and they ſauntered about in a careleſs 
indolent manner, as if with a view to keep us in 
ſuſpenſe. I don't ſpeak of this in 455 to Miſs 
Mirvan and myſelf only, but to the ladies in ge- 
neral; and I thought it ſo amp Ig that I de- 
Z&rmined, in my own mind, that far from humour- 
E ing 


Ez VE: 1 HR 27 


ing ſuch airs, I would rather not dance at all, 
than with any one who ſhould. ſeem to think me 
ready to accept the iſt partner who would con- 
deſcend to take me. Wy 
Not long after, a young man, who had for ſome 
time looked at us with a kind of negligent imper- 
tinence, advanced, on tiptoe, towards me; he. had 
a ſet ſmile on his face, and his dreſs was ſo fop- 
piſh, that I really believed he even wiſhed tô be 


Bowing almoſt to the ground, with a ſort 

ſwings. and waving his hand with the greateſt con- 
ceit, after a rar geo filly pauſe, he faid, . Ma- 
dam may I preſume ? —and ſtopt, offering to 


ſtared at; and yet he was very ugly. 


take my hand. I drew it back, but could ſcarce 


forbear laughing. Allow me, Madam,“ (con- 
tinued he, affectedly breaking off every half mo- 
ment) “ the honcur and happineſs—if I am not 
fo unhappy to addreſs you too late to have the 
happineſs and honou _ F 


Again he would have taken my hand, but, hows 


ing my head, I begged to be excuſed; and turned 


to Miſs Mirvan to conceal my laughter. He then 
deſired to know if I had already engaged myſelf 


to ſome more fortunate man? I] ſaid No, and that 
I believed I ſhould not dance at all. He would 


keep himſelf, he told me, diſengaged, in hopes I 

ſhauld relent; and then, uttering ſome ridiculous | 

ſpeeches of ſorrow and diſappointment, 1 his 
je re- 


face ſtill wore the ſame; invariable ſmile, 
treated. > a * 
It ſo happened, as we have ſince recollected, that 
during this little dialogue, Mrs. Mitvan was con- 
verling with the lady of the houſe. And very. ſoon 
after another gentleman, who ſeemed: about ifix+ 


and-twenty years old, gayly, but not foppithiy, - 
- | | CG 2 ; dreſſed, 


" . 
/ 
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dreſſed, and indeed extremly handſome, with an 
air of mixed politeneſs and gallantry, deſired to 
know if I was engaged, or would honour him 
with my hand. So he was pleaſed to fay, though 
I am ſure I know not what honour he could re- 
ceive from me; but theſe fort of expreſſions, I 
find, are uſed as words of courſe, without any diſ- 
-_ ÞtinCtion of perſons, or ſtudy of propriety, 
Well, J bowed, and I am ſure I clouded; for 
indeed 1 was frightened at the thoughts of dancing 
before ſo many people, all ſtrangers, and, which 
was worſe, with a ſtranger; however, that was 
unavoidable, for though I looked round the room 
ſeveral times, I could not ſee one perſon that J 
knew; and ſo, he took my hand, and led me to 
join in the dance. e t | | 
The minuets were over before we arrived, fer 
- we were kept late by the miliner's making us wait 
for our . 5 70, $448 
He ſeemed very deſirous of entering into con- 
verſation with me; but I was ſeized with ſuch a 
panic, that I could hardly ſpeak a, word, and no- 
thing but the ſhame of ſo ſoon changing my mind, 
prevented my returning to my ſeat, and declming 
:to dance at all. th ln 1 8 
le appeared to be ſurprized at my terror, which 
I believe was but too apparent: however he aſked 
no- queſtions, though I fear he muſt think it very 
odd; for I did not chooſe to tell him it was owing 
to my never before dancing but with a ſchool- 
1 irl. NE . heb 
1 His converſation was ſenſible and ſpirited; his 


Air and addreſs were open and noble; his manners 


gentle, attentive, and infinitely engaging; his 
perſon is all elegance, and his countenance the 


” ” moſt animated and expreſſive I have ever ſeen, 15 
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In a ſhort time we were joined by Miſs Mirvan, 
who ſtood next couple to us. But how was I 
ſtartled, when ſne whiſpered me that my partner 


was a nobleman ! This gave me a new alarm; 


how will he be provoked, thought. I, when he finds 


what a ſimple ruſtic he has honoured with his 


choice ! one whoſe ignorance of the world makes 
her perpetuzlly fear doing ſomething wrong 

That he ſhould be ſo much my ſuperior every 
way, quite diſconcerted me; and you will ſuppole 
my. ſpirits were not much raiſed, when 1 heard a 


lady in paſſing us, ſay, [his is the moſt difficult 


dance J ever ſaw.” 


O dear, then,“ cried Maria to her partner, 


„ with your leave, I'Il fit down till the next.” - 
So will J too, then,” cried I, “for I am ſure 
Lan | hardly ſtand.” | | 


But you muſt ſpeak to your partner ' firſt,” _ 
anſwered the; for he had turned aſide to talk with - 


ſome gentlemen... However, I had not ſufficient 


courage to addreſs him, and ſo away we all three  * 
tript, and ſeated ourſelves at another end of the 


room. 


But, unfortunately for me, Miſs Mirvan ſoon 


- after ſuſtered herſelf tb be prevailed upon to at- 


tempt the dance; and juſt as ſhe roſe to go, ſhe. 


cried, ** My dear, yonder is your partner, Lord 
Orville, walking about theroom in ſearch of you.” 


Don't leave me, then, dear girl !” cried 1 


but ſhe was obliged to go. And then I was more 


uneaſy than ever; I would have given the world 


to have ſeen Mrs. Mirvan, .and begged of her to 


make my apologies; for what, thought I, can 1 


. poffibly ſay for myſelf in excuſe for running away? 


he muſt either conclude me a fool, or half mad, 
for any one brought up in the great world, and 


3 accuſtomed 


Re 2 
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accuſtomed to its ways, can have no idea of ſuch 
ſort of fears as mine. eee e 

I was in the utmoſt confuſion, when I obſerved 
that he was every where ſeeking me, with apparent 
perplexity and ſurpriſe; but when, at laſt, I ſaw 
him move towards the place where I ſat, I was 
| _ to ſink with ſhame and diſtreſs. I found it 

abſolutely impoſſible too keep my ſeat, becauſe 1 
could not think of a word to ſay for myſelf, and ſo 
roſe, and walked haſtily towards the card- room, 
reſolving to ſtay with Mrs. Mirvan the reſt of the 
evening, and not to dance at all. But before J 
could find her, Lord Orville ſaw and approached 
me. - 

He begged to know if I was not well? You may 
eaſily imagine how much I was confuſed. I made 
no anſwer but hung my head, like a fool, and 
looked on my fan. By 1. 6Þ 
He then, with an air the moſt reſpectfully ſe- 
rious, aſked if he had been ſo unhappy as to of- 


_ fend me? ' 


“No, indeed !“ cried 1 : and then in the hopes of 
changing the diſcourſe, and preventing his further 


| 5 inquiries, I deſired to know if he had ſeen the 


young lady who had been converſing with me ? 
No z —but would I honour him with my com- 
mands to ſee for her. Is 
«© O by no means !? _ | | 
Was there any other perſon with whom I wiſhed 
T | pe 
1 ſaid no before I knew TI had anſwered at all 
© Should he have the pleaſure of bringing me any 
refreſhment ? | vas); | 
I bowed almoſt involuntarily. And away he 
flew. 1 fas 92 
5 I was 
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I was quite aſhamed at being, fo troubleſome, 
and ſo much above myſelf as theſe ſeeming airs 
made me appear; but indeed I was too much 
confuſed to think or act with any conſiſtency. 
If he he had not been ſwift as lightning, I don't. 
know whether I ſhould: not have ſtolen away again 
but he returned in a moment. When I had drank 
a glaſs of lemonade, he 2 be ſaid, that I 
would again honour him with my hand, as a new 
dance was juſt begun. I had not the preſence” of 
mind to ſay a ſingle word, and fo I let him once 
more lead me to the place Thad left. 4 FAS 
Shocked to find how filly, how childiſha part! 
had ated, my former feats of dancing before ſuch _ 
a company, and with ſuch. a-partner, returned more 
forcibly than ever. I ſuppoſe he perceived my 
uneaſineſs, for he entreated me to fit down again, 
if dancing was diſagreeable to me. But I was 
quite ſatisfied with the folly I had already ſhewn, 
and therefore declined his offer, though I was 
really ſcarce able to. ſtand. 1 Is 
Under ſuch conſcious diſadvantages, you may 
eaſily imagine, my dear Sir, how ill I acquitted 
myſelf. But, though I both expected and de- 
ſerved to find him very much mortified and diſ- 
pleaſed at his ill fortune in the choice he had made, 
yet, to my very great relief, he appeared to be 
even contented, and very much afliſted and en- 
couraged me. Theſe people in high life have too 
much preſence of mind, I believe, to ſeem diſcon- 
certed, or out of humour, however they may feel; 
for had I been the perſon of the moſt conſequence ' 
in the room, I could not have met with more at- 
tention and reſpect. 3 fy 
When the dance was over, ſeeing me ſtill y 
much flurried, he led me to a ſeat, ſaying that be 
C4 | would 
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would not ſuffer me to fatigue myſelf from po- 
a | 25 s 
And then, if my capacity, or even if my 
ſpirits had been better, in how animated a conver- 
ſation might I have been engaged ! It was then 


that I ſaw the rank of Lord Orville was his leaſt 


recommendation, his underſtanding and his man- 
ners being far more diſtinguiſhed. His remarks 
upon the company in general were ſo apt, ſo 
juſt, ſo lively, I am almoſt ſurpriſed myſelf_ that 
they did not re-animate me; but indeed I was too 
well convinced of the ridiculous part I had myſelf 
played before fo nice an obſerver, to be able to 
enjoy his pleaſantry : ſo ſelf-compaſſion gave me 
feeling for others. Yet 1 had not-the coura 

to attempt either to defend them, or to rally in 


my turn, but liſtened to him in filent embarrafſ- 


ment. | f 
When he found this, he gs e the ſubject, 
and talked of public places, and pu 


but he ſoon diſcovered that I was totally igno- 
rant of the. | 


He then, _y ingeniouſly turned the dif- 


courſe to the amuſements and ,occupations of the 
country. nt e 


It now ftruck' me, that he was reſolved to try 


whether or not I was capable of talking upon 


any fabjeR. This put fo great a conſtraint upon 
my thoughts, that I was unable to go further 


than a monoſyllable, and not even fo far, when 


I could poſſibly avoid it. | 

We were fitting in this manner, he converſing 
with all Sl 1 | | 

neſs, when that fop who had» firſt aſked me to 


lic performers ; 


looking down with all fooliſh- / 


dance, with a moſt ridiculous ſolemnity, approactt- * 


ed, and after a profound bow or two, *Taid, I 
Thaw s | $2 4 humbly 
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beatz beg pardon, Madam. —and of you too, 


my lord, —for breaking in upon ſuch agreeable 
conferfation—which muſt, doubtleſs, be much. 
more delectable—than what I have the honour to 
offer but 


I interupted him—1.bluſh for my folly, -with 


laughing ; yet I could not help it, for, added to 


the man's ſtately foppiſhneſs, (and he actually 
took ſnuff between every three words) when 1 


looked round at Lord Orville, 1 faw ſuch ex- | 
the cauſe of which 


treme ſurpriſe in his face, 


appeared ſo abſurd, that I could not for my life 
preſerve my gravity. 


had not laughed before from the Te 1 had 5 


left Miſs Mirvan, and I had much better have 
cried then; Lord Orville actually ſtared at me; 

the beau, I know not his name, looked quite 
enraged. Refrain Madam,“ (ſaid he, with 
an important air,) a few moments refrain I 


have but a fentence to trouble you with. 
May I know to what accident I muft attribute 


not having the honour of your hand?“ 


Accident Sir!“ repeated I, much aſto- 


iſhed. 


Ves, accident, We er ſurely, 1 muſt 


take the liberty to obſerye - pardon me, Madam, 
it ought to be no common one that ſhould tempt 


a lady —ſo young a one 0 to be guilty. of ill | 


manners.“ 


A confuſed idea now for the. firſt time entered 


| head, ſomething. I had heard of the rules of 
Almblies 3. but, 1, was never at one before, —T 
have. only danced at ſchool 


heedleſs I was, that. I had: not once confidered the 
impropriety of refuſing one, partner, and after- 


wards accepting of another. I was thunderſtruck a& | 
5 3 the 


— 


| 
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and ſo giddy and 


-þ 


a 


the recollection; but while theſe thoughts were 
ruſhing into my head, Lord Orville with ſome 
warmth, ſaid, This lady Sir, is incapable of 
meriting ſuch an accuſation !” | 

The creature---for I am very angry with him, 
made a low bow, and with a grin the moſt 
malicious I ever ſaw. ** My Lord, ſaid he, far 
be it from me to.accuſe the lady, for having the 
diſcernment to diſtinguiſh and prefer---the ſuperior 
attract ions of your lordſhip!” 25 

Again he bowed, and walked off. | 

Was ever any thing jo provoking? I was ready 
to die with ſhame. © What a coxcomb!” ex- 
claimed Lord Orville; while I, without know- 
ing what I did, roſe haſtily and moving off, “1 
can't imagine, cried I, where Mrs. Mirvan has 
hid herſelt !”? 7 
„ Give me leave to ſee,” anſwered he, T bowed 
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and fat down again, not, daring to meet his eyes; 


for what muſt he think of me, between my 
blunder and the ſuppoſed preference? 

He returned in a moment, and told me that 
Mrs. Mirvan was at cards, but would be glad to 
fee me; and I went immediately. There was but 
one chair vacant, ſo to my great relief, Lord 
Orville preſently left us. I then told Mrs. Mirvan 


1 


my difaſters, and ſhe good naturedly blamed her- 
felt for not having better inſtructed me, but 


ſaid ſhe had taken it for granted that I muſt know 
ſuch common cuſtoms. eg the man may 
I think, be ſatisfied with his pretty ſpeech, and 
carry his reſentment no farther. 

In a ſhort time Lord Orville returned. I con- 
ſented, with the beſt grace I could, to go down 
another dance, for I had had time to recollect myſelf 


and | therefore reſolyed to uſe” ſome ee 
© %%% FP. 
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tion, and, if poſſible, appear leſs a fool than I 
hitherto had: for it occurred to me that, infigni-- 
ficant as I was, compared. to a man of his rank 
and figure, yet, ſince he had been ſo unfortunate 
as to make choice of me for a partner, why I 
ſhould endeavour to make the beſt of it. 

The dance, however was ſhort, and he ſpoke very 
little; ſo I had no opportunity of putting my re- 
ſolution in practice. He was ſatisfied, I ſuppoſe, 
with his former ſucceſsleſs efforts to draw me out: 
or, rather, I fancied, he has been enquiring whs- 
I was, This again diſconcerted me, and the ſpi 
rits I had determined to exert, again failed me, 
Tired, aſhamed, and mortified, 1 begged to ſit 
down till we returned home, which we did ſoon 
after. Lord Orville did me the honour to hand 
me to the coach, talking all the way of the 

honour I had done him! O theſe fathionable 
people 1 SEO: 

Well, my dear Sir, was it not a ſtrange even- 
ing? I could not nelp being thus particular, be- 
cauſe to me every thing is ſo new. But it is 
now time to conclude. 1 am, with all love and 
5 duty, Po BNP ai» wet 
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_* Evelina in continuation. 


Tueſday, April 5. 
| Turgk is to be no end to the troubles of laſt 


night, I have, this moment, between perſuaſion 
and laughter, gathered from Maria the moſt curi- 
ous dialogue that ever I heard, ' You will at firſt 
be ſtartled at my vanity ; but, my dear Sir, have 
patience ! | | 
lt muſt have paſſed while I was fitting with 
Mrs. Mirvan in the card-room. Maria was taking 
ſome refreſhment, and ſaw Lord Orville advanc- 
ing for the ſame purpoſe himſelf ; but he did not 
know her, though ' ſhe immediately recollected 
him. Preſently after a very gay looking man, 
itepping - haſtily up to him, cried," ++ Why my 
Lord, what, have you done with your lovely 
partner!“ . 

Votbing!“ anſwered Lord Orville, with a 
ſmile and a ſhrug. | | . 
By Jove, cried the man, ſhe is the moſt bu- 

tiful creature I ever ſaw in my life !” 

Lord Orville, as he well might, laughed, but 
anſwered, © Yes, a pretty modbfi:looking girl.” 
O my Lord !“ cried the madman, ** ſhe is 
an angel!“ | | 
A flent one, returned he. £ 

„ Why ay, my Lord, how ſtands ſhe as to that ? 
She looks all intelligence and expreſſion . 

„A poor weak girl !” anſwered Lord Orville, 
ſhaking his head. . — "Ol 4 
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6 By Jove,” cried the other, I am glad to 
hear it !” 

At that moment the ſame odious creature who 
had been my former torment, joined them. Ad- 
dreſſing Lord Orville with great reſpect, he ſaid, 
„beg pardon, my Lord,---if I was---as 1 fear 
might be the caſe---rather too ſevere in my cen- 
ſure of the lady who is honoured with your pro- 
tection- but my Lord, ill- breeding is apt to pro- 
voke a man 


„ ]11-breeding !” cried my unknown champion, 


« impoſſible ! that elegant face can never be ſo 


vile a maſk !” 

« O Sir, as to that,“ anſwered WY « you muſt, 
allow me to judge; for though I pay all defference 
to your opinion---in other things, yet I hope you 
will grant---and I appeal to your lordſhip alfo-— 
that I am not totally deſpicable as a judge of good 
or il! manners.“ 

&© vas ſo wholly ignorant,” ſaid Lord Orville 
gravely, „of the provocation you might have had, 
that could not but be ſurpriſed at your. ſingular 
reſentment.” 

« It was far from my intention,“ anſwered he, 
to offend your lordſhip ; but really for a perſon 
who is nobody, to give herſelf ſuch-airs,——1 
own I could not command my paſſions. For, my. 
Lord, though I have made diligent enquiry 4 
cannot learn who ſhe is.” 

By what J can make cut,” cried my defender, 
*« ſhe muſt be a country parſon's daughter.“ 

* He! he! he} very good, pon honour!” 


cried the fop,--** well ſo I could have fworn by 4 


her manne1s.' 

And then delighted at his own wit, he laughed 
and went away, as 1 ſuppoſe to repeat it. Bu | 
; CC ut 
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„ But what the deuce is all this?“ demanded 
the other. | 


« Why a very fooliſh affair,” anſwered Lord 
Orville ;“ your Helen firſt refuſed this coxcomb, 
and then---danced with me. This is all I can ga- 
ther of it. . 
„O Orville,” returned he, „you are a happy 
man ;- But 2/1 bred. 2---I can never believe it! 
And ſhe looks too ſenſible to be ignorant.“ 
Whether ignorant or miſchievous, I will not 
pretend to determine, but certain it is, ſhe attended 


do all I could ſay to her, though I have really 


fatigued myſelſ with fruitleſs endeavours to enter - 
tain her, with the moſt immoveable gravity; but 
no ſooner did Lovel begin his complaint, than 
ſhe was ſeized with a fit of laughing, firſt af- 
fronting the poor beau, and then enjoying his mor- 
tifications.“ | | 

„ Ha! ha! ha! why there's fome genius in 
that my Lord, though perhaps rather ru/{ic.” 

Here Maria was called to dance, and ſo heard 
no more. 125 
Now tell me, my dear Sir, did you ever know 
any thing more provoking td poor weak girl 1 
ignorant or miſchievous! What mortifying 
words | I'm reſolved, however, that I will never 
again be tempted to go to. an aſſembly. I wiſh 


I had been in Dorſetſhire. 


Well, after this, you will, not be ſurpriſed that 
Lord Orville, contented himſelf with an enquiry 
after our healths this morning, by his ſervant, 
without troubling himſelf to call; as Miſs Mir- 
van has told me he would; but perhaps it may be 
BY a country cuſtom, | ES 
would not live here for the world, I don't 
care how ſoon we leave town. London ſoon 
| 5 $5. grows 
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rows tireſome. I wiſh the Captain would come. 
Mrs. Mirvan talks of the opera for this evening; 
however, I am very indifferent about it, 


Wedneſday morning. 


Well, my dear Sir, I have been pleaſed, againſt 
my will, I could almoſt. ſay, for I muſt own [I 
went out in very ill-humour, which I think you 
can't wonder at: but the muſic and the ſinging 
were charming; they ſoothed me into a pleaſure 
the moſt grateful, the beſt ſuited to my preſent 
- diſpoſition in the world. I hope to perſuade Mrs., 
Mirvan to go again on Saturday. I wiſh the 
opera was every night. It is, of all entertain- 
ments, the ſweeteſt and moſt delightful. Some of 
the ſongs ſeemed to melt my very ſoul. It was 
what they call a;/erious opera, as the firſt camie 
ings was ill, RL es She] 
To-night we go to Ranelagh. If any of thoſe 
three gentlemen ' who. converſed ſo freely about 
me ſhould be there but I won't think of it. | 


Thurſday morning. 


Well, my dear Sir, we went to Ranelagh. It 
is a charming place, and the brilliancy of the 
lights, on my firſt entrance, made me almoſt 

think I was in fome enchanted caſtle, or fairy 
palace, for all looked like magic to me. „ 

The very firſt perſon I ſaw was Lord Orville. 
I felt ſo confufed but he did not ſee me. 
After tea, Mrs. Mirvan being tired, Maria and 1 
walked round the room alone. Then again we 
ſaw him, ſtanding by the orcheſtra. We, too, 
ſtopt to hear a finger. He bowed to me; J 
courtſied, and I am ſure I coloured. We ſoon 
og | | walked 
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walked on not liking our ſituation; however, he 
did not follow us, and when we paſſed by the 
orcheſtra again, he was gone. Afterwards, in the 
_courſe of the evening, we met him ſeveral times, 
but he was always with ſome party, and never 
ſpoke to us, tho” whenever he chanced to meet 
my eyes, he condeſcended to bow. | 

I cannot but be hurt at the opinion he enter- 
tains of me. It is true, my own behaviour in- 
curred it---yet is himſelf the moſt agreeable 
and, ſeemingly, the moſt amiable man in the 
| world: and therefore it is, that I'm grieved to 
be thought il! of by him: for of whoſe eſteem 
ought we to be ambitious, if not of thoſe who 
moſt merit our own ?---But it is too late to reflect 
upon this now. Well, I can't help it How. 
ever 1 think 1 have done with aſſemblies. 

This morning was deſtined for ſeeing fights, aue 
tions, curious ſhops, and ſo forth; but my head 
ached, and I was not in a humour to be amuſed,' 
and ſo I made them go without me, though very- 
unwillingly. They are all kindneſs. ; 
And now I am forry I did not accompany them 

for I know not what to de with myſelf. I, had re- 
ſolved not to go to the play to night; but I believe: 


1 ſhall. In ſhort,. I hardly care whether I do. 
or not. by we | | 


„ F 


thought I had dene wrong f Mr 10 Mivvan and 
Maria have been half the town over, and ſo en“ 
tertained! while I, like a fool, ſtayed at home 
to do nothing. And, at an auction in Pall Mall. 
Who ſhould they meet but Lord Orville] He fat 
next to Mrs. irvan, and the talked a great deab 
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together: but ſhe gave me no account of the con- 
ver ſation. | 
I may never have . ſuch another opportunity of 
ſeeing London; I am quite ſorry that I was not 
of the party; but I deſerve this mortification, for 
having indulged my ill-humour. +. 


p Thurſday night. 
We are juſt returned from the play, which was 
King Lear, and has made me very ſad. We did 
not ſee any body we knew. \ | d 
Well. adieu, it is to late to write more. 


Friday. 


* N 9 y 
Captain Mirvan is arrived. I have not fpirits to 
ive an account of his introduction, for he has 
really mocked me. I do not like him. He ſeems 
to be ſurly, vulgar and diſagreeable. TR, 

Almoſt the ſame moment that Maria was pre- 
ſented to him, he began ſome rude jeſts upon the 
bad ſhape of her noſe, and called her a tall, ill- 
formed thing. She bore it with the utmoſt-good- 
humour ; but that kind and ſweet tempered wo- 
man Mrs. Mirvan, deſerved a better lot. I am 
amazed ſhe would marry him. 4: 

For my own part, I have been ſo ſhy, that I 
have hardly ſpoken to him, or he to me. I can- 
not imagine why the family was fo rejoiced at his 
return, If he had ſpent his whole life abroad, 1 
thould have ſuppoſed they might rather have been 
thankful than forrowful. However, I hope they 
do not think ſo ill of him as I do. At leaſt, Iam 
ture they have too much xtudence to make it 
known. 

Saturday- 


| 
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ſinł into a farr-weather chap. 
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1 Saturday night. 


We have been to the opera, and I am ſtill more 


«pleaſed than I was on Tueſday, I could have 


thought myſelf in paradiſe, but for the continual 


talking of the company around me. We ſat in 


the pit, where every body was dreſſed in ſo high 
a ſtyle, that, if I had been leſs delighted with the 


perfomance, my eyes would have found me ſuffi- 
cient entertainment from looking at the ladies 

I was very glad I did not fit next the Captain, 

for he could not bear the muſic, or ſingers, and 


was extremely groſs in his obſervations on both. 
When the opera was over, we went into a place 
called the coffee- room, where ladies as well as 


gentlemen aſſemble. There are all ſorts of re- 
freſhments, and the company walk about, and 
chat, with the ſame eaſe and freedom as in a pri- 
vate room. 64s 53 


On Monday we go to a ridotto ; and on Wed- 
neſday we return to Howard Grove. The Captain 
ſays he won't ſtay here to be /moaked with filth any 


longer; but, having been ſeven years /moaked with. 


a burning ſun, he will retire to the country, and 


Adieu, my dear Sir. 


23 
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LETTER XIII. 


Evelina in continuation. 


T ueſday, April 12. 


My dear Sir, 


0 VV E came home from the ridotto ſo late, or ra- 
ther, ſo early, that it was not poſſible for me to 
write, Indeed we did not go, you will be fright- 
ened to hear it, —till paſt eleven o'clock: but 
nobody does. A terrible reverſe of the order of 
nature! we ſleep with the ſun, and wake with the 
moon 


The room was very magnificent, the lights and 


decorations brilliant, and the company gay and 
ſplendid. But J ſhould have told you, that 1 
made very many objections to being of the party, 
according to the reſolution I had formed. How- 


ever, Maria laughed me out of my ſcruples, an 
fo, once again— went to an aſſembly. | 


Miſs: Mirvan danced a minute, but I had not 


the courage to follow her example. In our walks 
I ſaw Lord Orville. He was quite alone, but did 
not obſerve us. Yet, as he ſeemed of no party, 
thought it was not impoſſible that he might join 
us; and tho? I did not wiſh much to dance at all, 
— yet, as I was more acquainted with him than 
with any other perſon in the room, I muſt own I 
could not help thinking it would be infinitely more 


defirable to dance again with him, than with an 
o be ſure, after all that had 
paſſed, it was very ridiculous to ſuppoſe it even 


entire ſtranger. 


probable, that Lord Orville would again honour 


Fd 
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me a | 
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me with his choice; yet I am compelled to con- 
oi my abſurdity, by way of explaining what fol- 
ows. : | 
Miſs Mirvan was ſoon engaged; and, preſently 
after, a very faſhionble, gay-looking man, who 
ſeemed about 30 years of age, addreſſed himſelf 
to me, and begged to have the honour of dancing 
with me. Now Maria's partner was a gentleman 
of Mrs. Mirvans's acquaintance ; for ſhe had told 
us it was highly improper for a oung woman to 
dance with ſtrangers, at any publie aſſembly. In- 
deed it was by no means my wiſh ſo to do; yet I 
did not like to confine myſelf from dancing at 
all; neither did J dare refule this gentleman, as I 
had done Mr. Lovel, and then, if any acquaint- 
ance ſhould offer, accept him: and fo, all theſe 
reaſons combining induced me to tell him—yet.1 
bluſh to write it to you that I was alread) en- 
gaged; by which.I meant to keep myſelf at liberty 
to dance or not dance, as matters ſhould fall out. 
I ſuppoſe my confciouſneſs betrayed my artifice, 
for he looked at me as if incredulous ; and, inſtcad 
of being ſatisfied with my anſwer, and leaving me, 
according to my expectation, be walked at my ſide, 
and, with the greateſt eaſe imaginable, began a 
converſation, in that free ſtyle Which only belongs 
to old and intimate acquaintance. But what Was 
moſt provoking, he aſked me a thouſand queſtions 
concerning the partner to whom: I was engaged. 
And, at laſt, he ſaid, Is it really poſſible that a 
man whom you have honoured with, your accept- 
ance,, can fail to be at hand to profit from your 
goodneſs ?”? 1 e 5 
I felt extremely fooliſh, and begged Mrs. Mir- 


van to lead to a ſeat, which ſhe very obligingly did. 
The Captain ſat next her, and, to my great arg 
; Wis priſe, 


* 
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priſe, this gentleman thought proper to follow, and 
ſeat himſelf next to me. 
What an inſenſible !“ continued he, „ why, 
Madam, you are mifling the moſt delightf Pk 
in the world | The man muſt be either mad, or a 
eg Wick do you incline to think him your- 
ſelf ?” 
“Neither, Sir,” ankles . in ſome confuſion.“ 
He begged my pardon for the freedom of his 
ſuppoſition, ſaying, “ I really was off my guard, 
from aſtoniſhment that any man can be ſo much 
and ſo unaccountably his on enemy. But where, 
Madam, can he poſſibly be ?---has he left the 
room? or has not he been in it ?” | 
Indeed, Sir, ſaid 1 nin. I know no- 
thing of him.” 
<« I don't wonder that you are diſconcerted, 
Madam, it -is really very provoking. Ihe belt 
part of the evening will be abſolutely loſt. He 
deſerves not that you ſhould wait for him?“ 
* I do not, Sir,” faid I, * and beg you not 


to 


<< Mortifying, indeed, Madam,” interrupted he, 
%a lady to wait for a gentleman O fie | --care- \ 
leſs fellow !--what can detain him Will you 
give me leave to ſeek him? | 
If you pleaſe, Sir, anſwered: I, quite terri- 
fed leſt 45 Mirvan ſhould attend to him, for 
ſhe looked very much ſurpriſed at ſeeing me, enter, 
into coverſation with a ſtranger. - _ 

„With all my heart, cried he; pray what 
coat has he on? q | 

% Indeed I never looked at it.“ 
Out upon him!“ cried he,” << what | [ did he 

| addreſs you in a coat not worth waking: at--W hat 

ee dog!“ 
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How ridiculous ] Treafly could not help laugb- 
ing, which, I fear, encouraged him, for he went 
on. 25 f 1 IIa. antennen, 
«© Charming creature !--and' gan you really 
bear ill uſage with ſo much ſweetneſs ?—Cin you, 
like patience on a monument, ſmile in the midit of 
diſappointment ? For my part, though I am not 
the offended perſon, my indignation: is fo. great, 
that I long to kick the fellow round the rom !--- 
unleſs, indeed,---(heſnating and looking earneſtly 
at me,) unleſs, indeęd-- it is a partner of your own 
„„ | 8 
I was dreadfully abaſhed, and could not make 
any anſwer. nns K n 5 

«© But no!” cried he, (again, and with warmth, ) 

c it cannot be that you are ſo cruel ] Softneſs' itſelf 
is painted in your eyes :--You could not, ' ſurely, 
have the | barbarity ſo wantonly to trifle with my 
miſery ?*"* eam | 
I turned away from this nonſenſe; with real 
diſguſt. Mrs. Mirvan ſaw my confuſion, but was 
perplexed what to think of it, and I could not ex- 
plain to her the cauſe, leſt the captain ſhould hear 
me. I therefore propoſed to walk, ſhe confented, 
and we all roſe ; but, would you believe it? this 
man had the aſſurance to riſe too, and walk cloſe 
by my ſide, as if of my party! 6: th 
Now,“ cried he, © I hope we ſhall ſee this 

ingrare--Is that he ?”--pointing to an old man, 
who was lame, or that? And in this manner 
he aſked me of whoever was old or ugly in the 
room. I made no fort of anſwer; and when he 
found that J was refolutely ſilent, and wittked on, 
as much as I could, without obſerving Him, he 
ſuddenly ſtamped his foot, and cried but, in a paſ- 
ſion, Fool b idiot! booby “!?! U 


. 


I turned h 
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1 turned haſtily towards him: „O Madam,” 
continued he, forgive my vehemence, but Iam 
diſtracted to think there ſhould exiſt a wretch who 
can ſlight a bleſſing for whieh I would forfeit my 
life! O! that I could but meet him !--I would 
ſoon----But I grow ang ry > pardon me, Madam, 
my paſſions are 17 55 and your injuries affect me!“ 

I began to apprehend he was a madman, and 
ſtared at him with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment « 1 
ſee you are moved Madam, ſaid he, „ generous 
creature !--but don't be alarmed, I am cool again, 
I am indeed,--upon mv ſoul 1 am, 1 entreat you, 
moſt lovely of mortals ! I entreat you to be eaſy.” 

<« Indeed Sir,” ſaid I very ſeriouſly, « ] muſt 
inſiſt upon your leaving me; you are quite a ſtran- 
ger to me, and I am both unuſed, and averſe to 
your language and to your manners.“ 

This ſeemed to have ſome effect on him He 
made me a low bow, begged my pardon, and 
vowed he would not for the world offend me. 

Then, Sir, you muſt leave me,“ cried I, 

“J am gone Milam. I am gone!” with a 
moſt tragical air, and he marched away, a quick 
pace, out of ſight in a moment ; but before I had 
time to congratulate myſelf, he was again at my 
elbow. 

« And could you really let me go, and not be 
ſorry ?--Can yon ſee me ſuffer torments inexpreſ- 
ſible, and yet retain all your favour for that miſ- 
creant who flies you?---Ungrateful puppy 12. 1 
could baſtinado him!“ 

% For Heaven's ſake,” my dear, cried Mrs. 
Mirvan, ** who is he talking of?“ 

© Indeed---I do not know, Madam,“ ſaid. 1 
6“ but wiſh he would leave me.“ 

„What's all that there?” cried the Captain.” 


The 
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ly, you muſt not proceed with the 
for all' no if [have been too plain, and though 1. 
man, deſerve a rebuke, remember, dear ladies, 


- 


.d —— 
Phe man made a low bow, and ſaid, 6 Only, 


Sir, a flight objection which this young lady makes 
to dancing with me, and which I am endeavour- 
ing to obviate. I ſhall think myſelf greatly ho- 
noured, if you will intercede for me.“ 
% That lady, Sir, ſaid the Captain coldly, & is 
her own miſtreſs.” And he walked ſullenly on. 
_* You Madam,” ſaid the man, (who looked de- 
lighted, to Mrs. Mirvan, ) © you, I hope, will have 
the goodneſs to ſpeak for me.” . 4% 2 
„ Sir, anſwered ſhe gravely, „I have not 
the pleaſure of being acquainted with you.“ 
«I hope when you have, Ma'am, cried he, 
(undaunted,) “ you will honour me with your ap- 


probation ; but while I am yet unknown to you, 
it would be truly generous in you to countenance. 
me; and, I flatter myſelf, Madam, that you will 


not have cauſe to repent it.“ 


rs. Mirvan, with an embarraſſed air, replied, 
Ido not at all mean, Sir, to doubt your being 


a gentleman,---but,---"" 


ee But what, Madam ?---that doubt removed, 


why a but?“ 
Well, Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Mirvan, (with a good- 


humoured ſmile,) „Iwill even treat you with your 


'_ _ own plainneſs, and try what effect that will have 
on you: | muſt therefore tell you, once forall, 


3”, 
: * & %X 
« O pardon me, Madam!“ interru pd he eager- 


e words, once 


that if you copy, you ought in jultice, ,to_excu/? 


?, 


We both ſtared at the man's ſtrange behaviour. 
, + /<© Be nobler than your ſex,” continued he, tutn- 
ing to me, *f honour me with-one dance, and give 


„ 


— 
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up the ingrate who has merited ſo ill your pa- 
tience.“ | | 0 
Mrs. Mirvan looked with aſtoniſhment at us both. 
„Who does he ſpeak of, my dear? — you never 
mentioned. ; 


* O Madam! exclaimed he, „he was not 


worth mentioning—it is pity he was ever thought 
of; but let us forget his exiſtence. One dance is 
all Iſolicit; permit me, madam, the honour of this 


young lady's hand; it will be a favour I ſhall ever 
. moſt gratefully acknowledge.” | 


« Sir,” anſwered ſhe, ** favours and ſtrangers 


have with me no connection.“ 


« Tf you have hitherto,” ſaid he, ** confined 


your benevolence to your intimate friends, ſuffer 


me to be the firſt for whom your charity is en- 


larged.“ | ; | | 

« Well, Sir, I know not what to ſay to you, 
but | K ; 1 

He ſtopt her bat with ſo many urgent entreaties, 
that ſhe at laſt told nie, I muſt either go down one 
dance, or avoid his importunities by returning 
home. I heſitated which alternative to chuſe; but 


this impetuous man at length prevailed, and I was 


obliged to conſent to dance with him. 


And thus was my deviation from trath puniſhed 3 
and thus did this man's determined boldneſs con- 


quer. 5 . 


During the dance, before we were too much 
engaged in it for converſation, he was extremely 
provoking about my partner, and tried every means 


in his power to make me on that I had deceived 
him; which, though I would not fo far hümble 
myſelf, was indeed but too obvious. 
Lord Orville, I fancy, did not dance at all; he 
ſeemed to have a large acquaintance, and joined 
Vel. I. ö ſeveral 


* 
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ſeveral different parties: but yqu will eaſily ſup- 
poſe I was not much pleaſed to ſee him, in a few. 
minutes after I was gone, walk toward the place 
1 ed juſt left, and bow to, and join Mrs. Mir-- 
2 | 
How unlucky I thought myſelf, that I had not 
longer withſtood this ſtranger's importunities ! The 
moment we had got down the, dance, I was haſ- 
tening away from him, but he ſtopt me, and ſaid that 
I could by no means return to my party, without 
giving offence, before we had done our duty of walk- 
ing up the dance. As I know nothing at all of theſe 
"37 and cuſtoms. I was obliged to ſubmit to his 
directions; but I fancy 1 an rather uneaſy, for 
he took notice of my inattention, ſaying, in his 
free way, Whence that ee pes. are 
theſe lovely eyes perpetually averted.” “ 

« I wiſh you would ſay no more to me, Sir,” 
(cried I peeviſhly) “ you have already deſtroyed. 
all my happineſs. for this evening.“ 
Good Heaven ; what is it I have done? 
How have I merited this ſcorn? ' 5 
„ You have tormented me to death; you have 
forced me from my. friends, and intruded yourſelf 
upon me, againſt my will, for a partner.“ 

% Surely, my dear madam, we ought, to be 

better friends, ſince there ſeems to be ſomething. 

of a ſympathy in the frankneſs of our diſpoſitions. 

* And yet, were you not an angel-—how do you 
think I could brook ſuch contempt ??? _ 

e If I have offended you, cried I, you have 


but to leave me and O bow, 1 wiſh you would !” 


„ My dear creature, (cried he, half laugh- 
2 4 ar 1 | | aug 
ing) * why where could you be educated f”?.. 


2 Where I moſt ſincerely wiſh I now was | 
4 1% 4 * RF | * | 
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« How conſcious you muſt be, all beautiful 
that you are, that theſe charming airs ſerve only to 
heighten the bloom of your complexion !?? 

« Your freedom, Sir, where you are more ac- 
quainted, may perhaps be leſs diſagreeable; but 
to Me | 

© You: do me juſtice,” (cried he, interrupting 
me) „ yes, I do indeed improve upon acquaint- 
ance ; you will hereafter be 1 1 88 b <2 with 
me | no 

6c Hereafter, Sir, I * ſhall never“ | 

„O huſh !|—huſh 1—have you forgot the ſitu- 
ation in which I found you? Have you forgot, 
that when deſerted, . you, - hen at” ; 
I adored you ?—but for me 

But for you, Sir, I might, perhaps, have 
been happy.“ 

What, then, am I to conclude that, hut for 
me, your partner would have appeared . bor Nr 
fellow!—and did my preſence awe him?“ | 

<< I wiſh His preſence, Sir could awe you} r“ . 

© His preſence |—perhaps then you ſee him?“ 

„Perhaps, Sir, I do; cried I, Ae wearied 
of his raillery. 

<< Where ?—where ber heaven's fake den 
me the wretch !?! | 

«6: Wretch Sir?” Ws 

O, a very ſavage —4 ſneaking, ſhame-faced, 
deſpicable puppy!“ 

Ie not what bewitched me,— bur my ae 
was hurt, and my ſpirits were tired, and—in 
ſhort—I had the folly, looking at Lord 19 
to repeat, Deſpicable, you think? 


His eyes inſtantly W mine ? why; is 
. that . e : 


: -D 2 igt © "Fine 


= rens. 


I made no anfwer; I could not affirm, and 1 
would net deny; for I hoped to be relieved from 

his teizing, by his miſtake. . 

'The very moment we had done what he called 
our duty, I eagerly deſired to return to Mts. Mir- 
Karts | Sa 

To your partner, I preſume, Madam?“ ſaid 

he, very gravely. | SOM 125-71 
This quite confounded me; I dreaded left this 

. miſchievous man, ignorant of his rank, ſhould ad- 

* . dreſs himſelf to Lord Orville, and ſay ſomething 
which might expoſe my artifice. Fool] to involve 
myſelf in ſuch difficulties ! I now feared what J 
had before wiſhed, and, therefore, to avoid Lord 
Orville, I was obliged myſelf to propoſe going 
down another dance, though I was ready to ſink 
with ſhame while I ſpoke. / 

But your partner, Ma'am ?” (ſaid he, af- 

fecting a very ſolemn air) perhaps he may reſent 

my detaining you: if you will give me leave to 
all his conſent— | 
„Not for the univerſe.” 
«© Who is he Madam?“ | 
I wiſhed myſelf a hundred miles off. He re- 
peated his . „What is his name?“ 
C Nothing nobody —I don't know.“ — | 
He afſumed a moſt important ſolemnity; _ 

Howl not know? Give me leave, my dear 

Madam, to recommend this caution to you ; never - 

dance in public with a ſtranger, —with one whoſe 

name you are unacquainted with,—who may be a 

mere adventurer,—a, man of no character, - con- 
ſider to what impertinence you may expoſe your- 
— ß ·˙·˙*· A GR 

Was ever any thing ſo ridiculous ? I could not 

help laughing, in ſpite of my vex ation. 


© 
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At this inſtant, Mrs. Mirvan, followed dy Lord 
Orville, walked up to us. You will eaſily believe 
it was not difficult for me to recover ny gravity; 
but what was my conſternation, when this ſtrange 
man, deſtined to be the ſcourge of my -artifice, 
exclaimed, ** Ha! my Lord Orville -I proteſt 
I did not know your Lordſhip. What can I f 
for my uſurpation ?—Yet, faith, my Lord, ſuch 
a prize was not to be neglected.” | 

My ſhame and confuſion were unſpeakable. 
Who could have ſuppoſed or foreſeen that this man 
knew Lord Orville ! But falſchood 1s not more 
unjuſtifiable than unſafe. = ak | "9 

Load Orville—well he might,—looked all 
amazement. | | 

The philofophic coldneſs of your Lordſhip,” 
continued this odious creature, “ every man is not 
endowed with. I have uſed my utmoſt endeavours 
to entertain this lady, though I fear without ſue- 
ceſs; and your Lordſhip would not be a little flat- 
tered if acquainted with the difficulty which at- 
tended my procuring the honour of only one 
dance.” Then, turning to me, who was ſinking 
with ſhame, while Lord Orville ſtood motionleſs, 
and Mrs. Mirvan aſtoniſhed, —he ſuddenly ſeized 
my hand, ſaying, ** Think, my Lord, what muſt 
be my reluctance to reſign this fair hand to your 
Lordſhip? © 


In the ſame inſtant, Lord Orville took it of him; 


I coloured violently, and made an effort to recover 


it. 4+ You do me too much honour, Sir, cried 
he,” (with an air of gallantry, prefling it to his 
lips ere he let it go) “ however, I ſhall be happy 
to profit by it, if this lady,” (turning to Mrs. 
Mirvan) „ will permit me to ſeek for her Ree: 
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To compel him thus to dance, I could not en- 
dure, and eagerly called out“ By no means, — 

not for the world -I muſt beg 

© Will you honour me, Madam, with. your 
commands,” cried my tormentor ; “ may I ſeek 
the lady's party? 2 enn 

„No, Sir,” anſwered I, turning from him. 

What /ball be done, my dear, ſaid Mrs. 
Mirvan? 1 . 
Nothing, Ma'am ;---any thing, I mean.---” 

But do you dance, or not you ſee his Lord- 
SHES et ot EEE: 5 | 
__ «I hope not,---I beg that---I would not for 
the world---I am ſure I ought to---to---" 7 

I could not ſpeak; but that confident man, de- 
termined to diſcover whether or not I had deceived 
him, ſaid to Lord Orville, who ſtood ſuſpended, - 
My Lord, this affair, which, at preſent, ſeems 
_ .perplexed, I will briefly explain ;---this Lady pro- 
poſed to me another dance,---nothing could have 
made me more happy-- I only wiſhed for your 
Lordſhip's permiſſion, which, if now granted, 
will, 1am perſuaded, ſet every thing right.“ 

1 glowed with indignation. | “ No, Sir--elt is 
your abſence, and that alone, can ſet every thing 
. 5455 1 7 - * 1 | ; 

0 For heaven's fake my. dear, (cried Mrs. 
Mirvan, who could no longer contain her ſur— 

priſe,) what does all this mean !---were you 

* . pre-engaged ?---had Lord Orville — 

„No, Madam, cried , 1;---only---only I did 
not know that gentleman, - and ſo, - and ſo 1 
.thought---I intended---I--- _ ESE HC; 
Oyverpowered by all that had paſſed, I had not 
ſtrength to make my mpetting explanation - 
my ſpirits quite failed me, and burſt into teats. 


„„ In 
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They all ſeemed ſhocked and amazed. 

„What is the matter, my deareft love?“ cried 
Mrs. Mirvan with the kindeſt concern. 

„What have I done?” exclaimed my evil ge- 
nius, and ran officiouſly for a glaſs of water. 


However, a hint was ſufficient for Lord Orville, 22 


who comprehended all I would have explained. 
He immediately led me to a feat, and faid, in a 
low voice, „ Be not diſtreſſed, I beſeech you; 
I ſhall ever think my name honoured by your. 
making uſe of it.” | 8 
This politeneſs relieved me. A general mur- 
mur had alarmed Miſs Mirvan, who flew inſtantly 
to me; While Lord Orville, the moment Mrs. 
 Mirvan had taken the water, led my tormentor 
away. Obes 5 | | 
„For Heaven's fake, dear Madam, cried I, 
* let me go home,--indeed I cannot ſtay here 
any longer. „ Rog gS Id 2c] | "58 
© Let us all go,“ cried my kind Maria, 
« But the Captain — what will he ſay ?—TI had 
better go home. in a chair.“ 855 Ae 
Mrs. Mirvan conſented, and I roſe to depart. 
Lord Orville and that man both came to me. The 
firſt, with an attention J had but ill-merited from 
him, led me to a chair, while the other followed, 
peſtering me with apologies. I wiſhed to have 
made mine to Lord Orville, but was too much 
aſhamed, - ö | n 
It was about one o' clock. Mrs. Mirvan's ſer- 
vants ſaw me home. ; : | 
And now,—what again ſhall ever tempt me ta 
an aſſembly? I dread to hear what you will think 
of me, my moſt dear and honoured Sir: you will 
need your utmoſt partiality to receive me without 
diſpleaſure. Fe $5405 * 
| 24 * 3 „ 
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This morning Lord Orville has ſent to enquire 


after our healths: and Sir Clement Willougbby, 
for that, I find, is the name of my perſecutor, 


has called: but I would not go down ſtairs till he 


was gone, 


And now, my dear Sir, I can ſomewhat account 


for the ſtrange, provoking, and ridiculous conduct 


of this Sir Clement laſt night; for Miſs Mirvan 
ſays, he is the very man with whom ſhe heard 
Lord Orville converſing at Mrs. Stanley's, when 
I was ſpoken of in ſo mortifying a manner, He 
was pleaſed to ſay he was glad to hear I was 


a fool, and therefore, I ſuppoſe, he concluded he 


might talk as much nonſenſe as he pleaſed to me : - 


however, I am very indifferent as to his opinion; 


but for Lord Orville, —if then he thought me 
an idiot, now, I am ſure, he muſt believe me both 


bold and preſuming. Make uſe of his name! what 


impertinence I—he can never know how it hap- 
pened, —he can only imagine it was from an ex- 


ceſs of vanity :—well, however, I ſhall leave this 


bad city to-mortow, and never again will I enter 


it! a 
The Captain intends to take us to- night to the 


Fantocini. I cannot bear that Captain; I can give 


you no idea how groſs be is, I heartily rejoice 


that he was not preſent at the diſagreeable con- 


cluſion of l ad venture, for I am ſure he 


would have contributed to my confuſion; which 


might perhaps have diverted him, as he ſeldom 


- 


or never ſmiles but at ſome other perſon's ex- 

nce. | | „ 
And here I conclude my London letters ;—and - 
without any regret, for 1 am too inexperienced 


and ignorant to conduct myſelf with propriety in 


as | 
4 


this town where every thing is new to me, and 


many things are unaccountable and perplexing. 
Adieu, my dear Sir; Heaven reſtore me ſafely 
to you ! I wiſh I was to go immediately to Berry 
Hill; yet the wiſh is ungrateful to Mrs. Mirvan, 
and therefore I will repreſs it. I ſhall write an 
account of the Fantocini from Howard Grove. 
We have not been to half the public places that 
are now open, though I dare ſay you will think 
we have been to all. But they are almoſt as in- 
numerable as the perſons who fill them, 


» 1 


— 
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Evelina in continuation. 


— 


Queen-Ann- Street, April 13. 


H O W much will you. be ſurpriſed, my dear- 
eſt Sir, at receiving another letter from London 
of your. Evelina's writing! But, believe me, it 


was not my fault, neither is it my happineſs, that 


Jam til} here: our journey, has been poſtponed 


by an accident equally, unexpected and diſagree- 


able. WY 

We went laſt night to ſee the Fantocini, where 
we had infinite. entertainment from the perform- 
_ ance of a little comedy, in French and Italian, 
by: puppets, ſo admirably managed, that they both 
_ aſtoniſhed and.. diverted us all, except the Captain, 
- Who has 2 fixed. and moſt prejudiced hatred of 
Whatever is not Engliſh.  « + n 
When it was over, while we waited for the 


coach, a tall elderly woman bruſhed quickly paſt 
us, calling out, My God! what ſhall I de:? 
„ „We 


4 


a 
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„Why, what would you do,” cried the Captain. 
Aa foi Monjieur,” anſwered ſhe, „ have 
loſt my company, and in this place 1. don't know 
nobody, o 9 

There was ſomething foreign in her accent, 
though it was difficult to diſcover whether ſhe was . 
an Engliſh or a French woman. She was very 
well dreſſed, and ſeemed ſo entirel y at a a loſs what 
to do, that Mrs. Mirvan propoſed to the Captain 
to aſſiſt her . „ 

„ Afliſt her!” cried he, „ay, with with all my 
heart ;--let a link-boy call her a coach,” 
There was not ope- to be had, and it rained 

„„ or 
Mon Dieu,” exclaimed the ſtranger“ what 
ſhall become of me? Fe ſuis au deſeſpoir !” 

& Dear Sir,” cried Miſs Mirvan, << pray let vs 
take the poor lady into our coach. She is quite 
alone and à foreigner ——,”? : | 
„ She's never the better for that,“ anſwered 
he: „ ſhe, may be a woman of the town, for 
any thing you know.” n N 
t . She does not appear ſuch,“ ſaid Mrs Mirvan, 

e and indeed ſhe ſeems ſo. much diſtreſſed, that 
we ſhall but follow the golden rule, if we carry 
_her to her lodgings.” _ ett dds, © 1101 
e You are mighty fond of new acquaintance,” 
returned he, but firſt let us know if ſhe be 
5 565 i 119 | 
going our way? l 

Upon enquiry, we found that ſhe lived in Ox- 
ford Road, and, after ſome diſputing, the Captain, 
ſurlily, and with a very bad grace, conſented: to 
admit her into his coach; though he ſoon con- 

vinced us, that he was determined ſhe ſhould not 
be too much obliged to him, for he ſeemed ab- 
ſolutel) bent upon quarelling with her; for which 

| 6 2 F ſtrange f 


— 


4 


= 
. 


f 


E V I. 1 N. 59 


ſtrange inhoſpitality, I can aſſign. no other reaſon, 
than that ſhe appeared to be a foreigner. 
The converſation began, by her telling us that 
ſhe had been in England only two days; that the 
entlemen belonging to her were Pariſians, and 
had left her to fee for a hackney- coach, as her 
own carriage was abroad; and that ſhe had waited 
for them tilt ſhe was quite frightened, and con- 
cluded that they had loft themſelves. ; 
« And pray,” ſaid the Captain, ** why did you 
go to a public place without an Engliſnman. 
Ma foi, Sir,” anſwered ſhe, “ becauſe none 
of my acquaintance is in town,” | | 
Why then,” ſaid he, „ VII teil _ you, what; 
your beſt way is to go out of it yourſelf,” 
« Pardie, Monſieur,” returned ſhe, „ and ſol 
ſhall ; for, I promiſe you: I think. the Engliſh a 
. parcel of brutes; and I'll go back to France as 
faſt as I can, for I would not live among none 
of you.” F 
* Who wants you ?* cried the Captain; do 
you ſuppoſe, Madam French, we have not enough , 
of other nations to pick our pockets already? Il 
watrant you there's,no need of you for to put in 
your oar.”” 25 . e ee 
Pick your pockets, Sir | Iwiſh nobody wanted 
to piek your pockets no more than 1 do; and III 
promiſe you, you'd be ſafe enough. But there's 
no nation under the ſun can beat the ngliſh for 
ill-politeneſs: for my part, I hate the very fight 
of them, and ſo I mall only juſt vilit a per lon 'of 
quality or two, of my particular acquaintanoe, 
and then I ſhall go back again to France.” .. 
Ay, do, cried he, “ and then go to the 
devil together, for that's the fitteſt voyage for the 
Prench and the quality.“ r 


We'll 


ien. 


We'll take care, however,” cried the ſtranger, 
with great vehemence, „ not to admit none of 
your vulgar, unmannered Engliſh among us.” 
O never fear,” (returned he cooly) „ we 
ſhan't diſpute the point with you; you and the 
quality may have the devil all to yourſelves.” 

Deſirous of changing the ſubje& of a conver- 
ſation which now became very alarming, Miſs 
Mirvan called out, Lord, how flow che man 
drives i”. - :-. 

„Never mind, Moll,” ſaid her father, „ I'll 
warrant you he'}l drive faſt enough to-morrow, 
when be are going to Howard Grove.” | 

% To Howard Grove ! exclaimed the ſtranger ; 
„hy men Dieu, do you know lady Howard ?” 
„Why, what if we do?“ anſwered he, < that's 
nothing to you; ſhe's none of your quality, I'II 
"promiſe you.” _ * r 

„Who told you that? cried ſhe, „you don't 
know nothin out the matter ; beſides, you're 
the ill-bredeſt perſon ever I ſee, and as to your 
knowing Lady Howard, I don't believe no ſuch a 
thing; unleſs, indeed, you are her ſteward, _. 

The Captain ſwearing terribly, ſaid, with 
great fury, you would much ſooner be taken for 
her waſh- woman. | 
© Her waſh-woman, indeed !--Ha, ha, ha - 
why you. han't no eyes; did you ever ſee a waſh- 
woman in ſuch a gown as this ?--beſides, I'm no 
ſuch mean perſon, for I'm as good as Lady 
Howard, and as rich too; and beſides, I'm now 
dome to England to viſit her“ 
«© You may ſpare yourſelf that there trouble,“ 
ſaid the Captain, ** ſhe has paupers enough about 
her already.” R EET wh 
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« Paupers, Mr. !--no more a pauper than 
ourſelf, nor ſo much neither;---but you're a 
— dirty fellow, and I ſhan't ſtoop to take no 
more notice of you.” | 
Dirty fellow !” (exclaimed the Captain, ſeiz- 
ing both her wriſts) “ hark you, Mrs. Frog, 
ou'd beſt hold your tongue, for I muſt make 
Id to tell you, if. you don't, that I ſhall make 
no ceremony of tipping you out of the window; 
and there you may lie in the mud till ſome of 
your Monſieurs come to help you of it.” 
Their encreaſing paſhon quite terrified us; and 
Mrs. Mirran was beginning to remonſtrate with 
the Captain, when we were all ſilenced by what 
follows. 1 N 
«© Let me go, villain that you are, let me go 
or T1 promiſe you I'll get you put to priſon for 
this uſage ; I'm no common perſon, I aſſure you, 
and, ma for, I'll go to Juſtice Fielding about you ; 
for I'm a perſon of faſhion, and VII. make you 
know it, or my name i'n't Duval.” T 
I heard no more: amazed, frightened, and un- 
ſpeakably ſhocked, an involuntary exclamation of 
| Gracious Heaven ! eſcaped me, and more dead than 
alive, I ſunk into Mrs. Mirvan's arms. But let 
me draw a veil over a ſcene too cruel for a heart 
ſo compaſſionately tender as yours; it is ſufficient 
that you know this. ſuppoſed foreigner proved to 
be Madame Duval,---the grandmother of your 
Evelina. "i Pr ae 
O, Sir, to diſcover ſo near a relation in a 
woman who had thus introduced herſelf !---what 
would become of me, were it not for you, my 
protector, my friend, and my refuge? 
My extreme concern, and Mrs. Mirvan's ſur- 
. priſe, immediately betrayed me, But J will not; 


* j * ſhock | 


o * 
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hock you with the manner of Ber acknowledging 
me, or the bitterneſs, the groſſneſs--I cannot other- 
_ wie:expreſs mylſelf--with which ſhe ſpoke of 
| thoſe unhappy paſt tranſaCtions you have ſo pa- 
thetically related to me. All the miſery of a much- 
injured parent; dear, though never ſeen, regretted 
though never known, crowded fo forcibly upon 
my memory, that they rendered this- interview--- 
one only excepted--the moſt afflicting I can ever 
know. N e n 
When we ſtopt at her lodgings, ſhe deſired me 
to accompany her into the houſe, and ſaid ſhe 
could eaſily proeure à room for me to ſleep in. 
Alarmed and trembling, I turned to Mr. Mirvan. 
My daughter, Madam, ſaid that ſweet woman, 
cannot ſo abruptly part with her young friend; 
you mutt allow a little time to wean them from 
each other.“ x | ret | F 
& Pardon me, Ma*am,” anſwered Madame Du- 
val, (who, from the time of her being known ſome- 
. what ſoftened her manners) „ Miſs ean't poſſibly 
be ſo nearly connected to this child as Tam. 
No matter for that,“ cried the Captain, (who 
eſpouſed my cauſe to ſatisfy his own pique, though 
an awkard apology had paſſed between them) 
me was ſent to us. And fo, d'ye ſee we don't 
chuſe for to part with her.“ #1 eee 2h 
I promiſed to wait upon her at what time ſhe 
- + pleaſed the next day, and, after a ſhort debate, 
ſhe deſired me to breakfaſt with her, and we pro- 
= ceeded to Queen Ann-S$treet, © ot ot 
What an unfortunate adventure I could not 
cloſe my eyes the whole night. A thouſand times 
I wiſhed 1 had never left Berry Hill; however my 
return thither ſhali be accelerated to the utmoſt of- 


— 


- 


my power; and once more in chat abode of tra- 
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quil happineſs, Iwill ſuffer no temptation to al- 
eJure-meelſewhere, 1 1 nt th oade ade 
Mrs. Mirvan was ſo kind as to accompany me 
to Madame Duval's bouſe this morning. The 
Captain, too, offered his ſervices which JI de- 
.clined, from a fear ſhe ſhould ſuppoſe I meant to 
inſult her. | 11 
: She frowned . maſt | terribly upon Mrs, Mirvan. 
but ſhe received me with as much tenderneſs as I 
believe ſhe is capable of feeling. Indeed, our 
meeting ſeems really to have affected her; for 
when, overcome by the variety of emotions which 
the fight of her occaſioned, 1 almoſt fainted in her 


arms, ſhe burſt into into tears and ſaid, Let me 


not looſe my poor daughter a ſecond time.” This 


unexpected humanity ſoftened me extremely; but 


| the very ſoon excited my warmeſt indignation, by 
the ungrate ful mention the made of the beſt of 
men, my dear, and moſt . generous benefactor. 
However, grief and anger mutually gave way to 
terror, upon her avowing the intention of her vi- 
ſiting England was to make me return with her to 
France. This, ſne ſaid, was a plan ſhe had form- 
ed from the inſtant ſhe. had heard of my birth 
which, ſhe proteſted, did not reach her ears till 
I muſt have been twelve years of age; but Mon- 
ſieur Duval, who ſhe declared, was the worſt 
huſband in the world, would not permit her to 
do any thing ſhe, wiſhed : he had been dead but 
three months, which had been employed in ar- 
ranging certain affairs, that were no ſooner ſettled 
than ſhe ſet off for England. She was already out 
of mourning, for ſhe ſaid nobody here could tell 
how long ſhe bad been a widow. 
She muſt have been married- very early in life; 
What her age is. I do not know, but ſhe 3 
8 | looks 
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looks to be leſs than fifty. She dreſſes very gaily 
paints very high, and the traces of former beauty 
are ſtill very viſible in her face. | | 
I know not, when, or how, this vifit would have 
ended, had not the Captain called for Mrs. Mir- 
van and abſolutely. infiſted upon my attending her. 
He is becomg, very ſuddenly ſo warmly my friend, 
that I quite dread his officiouſnefs. Mrs. Mirvan, 
however, whoſe principal ſtudy ſeems to be healing 
| thoſe wounds which her huſband inflicts, appezſe 
Madame Duval's wrath, by a very polite invita- 
tion to drink tea and ſpend the evening here. Not 
without great difficulty.was the Captain prevailed 
| upon todefer his journey ſome time. longer ; but 
| what could be done? It would have been indecent 
for me to have quitted the town the very inſtant 
diſcovered that Madame Duval was in it; and 
to have ſtayed here ſolely under her protection 
= Mrs. Mirvan, thank Heaven, was too kind for ſuch 
a thought. That ſhe ſhould follow us to Howard 
1 Grove, I almoſtequally dreaded ;. it is, therefore, 
1 determined that we remain in London for ſome 
+ days, or a week: though the Captain has de- 
] clared that the old French bag, as he is pleaſed 
to call her ſnall fare never the better for it. 
My only hope, is to get ſafe to Berry Hill; 
hana? icon 8 Y 
where counſelled and ſheltered by you, I ſhall 
| have nothing more to fear. Adieu, my ever dear, 
and moſt honoured Sir ! I ſhall have no , happineſs 
1 till Tam again with you, + up 


1 
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LETTER XV. 


Ar. Villars to Evelina. 
Berry Hill, April 16. 


In the belief and hope that my Evelina would ere 
now have bid adieu to London. I had intended to 
have deferred writing, till I heard of her return to 
Howard grove ; but the letter I have this moment 
received, with intelligence of Madam Duval's ar- 
rival in England, demands an immediate anſwer. 
Her journey hither equally grieves and alarms 
me; how much did I pity my child when I read 
of a diſcovery at once ſo unexpected and unwiſhed 
I have long dreaded this meeting and its conſe- 
quence ; to elaim you, ſeems naturally to follow 
acknowledging you: I am well acquainted with 
her diſpoſition, and have for many years foreſeen _ 
the conteſt which now threatens us. 
Cruel as are, the circumſtances of this affair, 
you muſt not, my love, ſuffer it to depreſs your 
ſpirits ; remember that while life is lent me, I 
will devote it to your ſervice, and, for future 
time, I will make ſuch proviſion as ſhall ſeem to 
me moſt conducive to your future happineſs. Se- 
cure of my protection and relying on my tender- 
neſs, let no apprehenſions of Madame Duval dif- 
turb your peace; conduct yourſelf towards her 
with all the reſpe& and defference due to ſo near 
a relation, remembering always, that the failure of 
duty on her part, can by no means juſtify any ne- 
glect on yours: indeed, the more forcibly you are 
{truck with improprieties and miſconduct in ano- 


ther, 
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ther, the greater ſhould be your obſervance a 
diligence to avoid even the ſhadow of ſimilar er- 
rors. Be careful, therefore, that no remiſſneſs of 
attention, no indifference of obliging, make known 
to her the independence I aſſure you of: but when 
ſhe fixes the time for her leaving England, truſt to 
me the taſk of refuſing your attending her: difa- 
greeable to myſelf I own it will be, yet to you, it 


would be improper, if not impoſſible. 


In” regard- to her opinion of me, I am more 
ſorry than ſurpriſed at her determined blindneſs; 
the palliation, which ſhe feels the want of, tor her 

on conduct, leads her to ſeek for failings in all 
© who were concerned in thoſe unhappy tranſactions 

which ſhe has ſo much reaſon, to lament, And 
this, as it is the cauſe, ſo we muſt, in ſome mea- 

ſure, conſider it as the excuſe of her inveteracy. 

How grateful to me are your wiſhes to return 


to Berry-Hill ! your lengthened ftay in London, 


and the diſſipation in which I find you are involved, 
fill me with uneaſineſs; I mean not, however, that 
1 would have you ſequeſter yourſelf from the party 
to which you belong, ſince Mrs. Mirvan might 
thence infer a reproof which your youth and her 
* kindneſs would render inexcuſable. I will. not, 
therefore enlarge upon this ſubject out content 
my ſelf with telling you, that 1 ſhall heartily re- 
joice when I hear of your ſafe arrival at How- 
ard Grove, for Which place I hope you will be 
preparing at the time you receive this letter, 
I cannot too much thank you, my beſt Evelina 
for the minuteneſs of your communications; con- 


tinue to me this Neigen e, for I ſhould be mi- 


ſerable if in ignorance of your proceedings. 
lot new to you is the ſcene of life in which 


you are now eee 
on | __ dittos-=- 
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dottos---Ah ! my child at your return hither, how 
will you bear the change? My heart trembles for 
your future tranquility.---Yet I will hope every 
thing from the unſullied whiteneſs of your ſoul 
and the native livelineſs of your diſpoſition. - _ 
I am ſure I need not ſay, how much more I was 
pleaſed with the miſtakes of your inexperience at 
the private ball, than with the attempted adoption 
of more faſhionable manners at the ridotto. But 
your confuſion and mortifications were. ſuch as to 
entirely ſilence all reproofs on my part. ©. 
I hope you will fee no more of Sir Clement Wil- 
loughby, whoſe converſation and boldneſs are ex- 
tremely diſguſtful- to me. I Was gratified by the 
good - nature of Lord Orville, upon your making 
uſe of his name, but I hope you will never again 
put it to ſuch a triall. | | 
Heaven bleſs thee, my dear. child, and grant 
that neither misfortune nor vice may ever rob thee 
of that gaiety of heart which, reſulting from in- 
nocence, while it conſtitutes your own, contributes 
- alſo. to the felicity of all who know you 


. 
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LETTER XVI. 


© Pvelina to the Rev. Mr. Villar. 
Queen-Ann-Street, Thurſday morning April 14. 


Brok our dinner was over yeſterday, Ma- 
dame Duval came te tea; though it will leflen 
your ſurpriſe to hear that it was near five o'clock. 
for we never dine till the day is almoſt over. She 
Was aſked into another room, while the table was 
| cleared, | 
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cleared, and then was invited to partake of the 
deſſert. 
She was attended by a French Gentleman, whom 
ſhe introduced by the name of Monfieur Du Bois: 
Mrs. Mirvan received them botW with her uſual 
politeneſs ; but the Captain looked very much diſ- 
pleated, and, after a ſhort ſilence, very ſternly 
ſaid to Madam Duval, Pray who aſked you to 
bring that there ſpark with you. 
O,“ eeried ſhe, I never go no- where with- 
out him.“ 

Another ſhort ſilence enſued, which was termi- 
nated by the Captain's turning roughly to the fo- 
reigner, and ſaying, ** Do you know, Monſieur, 

that you're the firſt Frenchman I ever let come 
into my houſe ??? A 
Monſieur Du Bois made a profound bow. He 
ſpeaks no Engliſh and underſtands it ſo imperfectly, 
that he might poſſibly imagine he had received a 
compliment. AR To 
Mrs. Mirvan endeavoured to divert the Cap- 
tain's ill-humous, by ſtarting new ſubjects ;- but 
he left to her all the trouble of ſupporting them, 
and leant back in his chair in gloomy ſilence, ex- 
cept when any opportunity offered of uttering ſome 
farcaſm upon the French. Finding her eben to 
render the evening agreeable were fruitleſs, Mrs. 
Mirvan propoſed a party to Ranelagh. Madame 
Duval joyfully conſented to it, and the Captain 
though he railed againſt the diſſipation of the wo- 
men did not oppoſe it, and therefore Maria and 
I ran up. ſtairs to dreſs ourſelves. , 
* "Before we were ready, word was brought us, 
that Sir Clement Willoughby, was in the draw- 
ing- room. He introduced himſelf under the pre- 
__ tence of enquiring after all our healths, PI 
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the room with the eaſy air of an old acquaintance ; 
though Mrs. Mirvan confeſſed that he ſeemed em- 
barraſſed, when he found how coldly he was re- 
ceived, not only by. the Captain, but by herſelf. 

I was extremely difconcerted at the thoughts of 
ſeeing this man again, and did not go down ſtairs 
till 1 was called to tea, He was then deeply en- 

ged in a diſcourſe upon French manners with 
Ld Duval and the Captain, and the ſubject. 
ſeemed ſo entirely to engroſs him, that he did not 
at firſt, obſerve my entrance into the room. Their 
converſation was ſupported with great vehemence ; 
the Captain roughly maintained the ſuperiority 
of the Engliſh in every particular, and Madame 

Duval warmly refuſing to allow, of it in any; 
while Sir Clement exerted all his powers of argu- 
ment and of ridicule -to ſecond and — 
whatever was advanced by the Captain: for he 
had the ſagacity to diſcover, that he could take 
no method ſo effectual to make the maſter of 
the houſe his friend, as to make Madame Duval 
his enemy; and indeed, in a very ſhort time, he 
had reaſon to congratulate himſelf upon his ſuc- 
ceſsful diſcernment. _ . 

As ſoon as he ſaw me he made a moſt reſpect- 
ful bow, and hoped I had not ſuffered from the 
fatigue of the ridotto ; 1 made no other anſwer 
than a ſlight inclination of the head, for I was 
very much aſhamed of that whole affair. He 
then returned to the diſputants, where he mana- 
W the argument ſo ſkilfully, at once provoking 
Madame Duval and delighting the Captain, that 
I could not forbear admiring his addreſs, though I 
condemned his ſubtlety. Mrs. Mirvan, dreading 
ſuch violent antagoniſts, attempted frequently to 
change the ſubject; and ſhe:might have ſacceeded _ 
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but for the interpoſition of Sir Clement, whe. 
would not ſuffer it to be given up, and ſupported 


it with ſuch humour and ſatire, that he ſeems to 
have won the Captain's heart; though their uni- 
ted forces ſo enraged and overpowered Madame 
Duval that ſhe really trembled with paſſion. 
I was very glad when Mrs. Mirvan ſaid it was 
time to be gone. Sir Clement aroſe to take leave 
but the Captain very cordially invited him to join 
our party; he had an engagement, he ſaid, but 
would give it up to have that pleaſure. File 
Some little confuſion enſued in regard to our 
manner of ſetting off. Mrs. Mirvan offered Ma- 
dame Duval a place in her coach, and propoſed 


that we four females ſhould go all together; how- 


ever, this ſhe rejected, declaring ſhe would by no 


means go ſo far without a gentleman, and won- 
dering ſo polite a lady could make fo Engliſh a 
propoſal. Sir Clement Willoughby: faid, his cha- 


riot was waiting at the door, and begged to know 
could it be of any uſe. It was, at laſt, deci- 
ded, that a hackney- coach ſhould be called for 


ö Monſieur Du Bois and Madame Duval, in which 
the Captain, and, at his requeſt, Sir Clement 


went alſo; Mrs. and Miſs Mirvan and J had a 


peaceful and comfortable ride by ourſelves. 


don't doubt but they quarrelled all the way; 
for when we met at Ranelagh, every one ſeemed 
out of humour; ang though we 9 parties, 
poor Madame Duval was avoid 


the evening. 


a but for the uncommos aſſiduity 
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as much as 
poſſible by all but me, and I did not dare quit her 
for an inſtant: indeed I believe ſhe was re ſolved 1 
ſhould not, ſor ſhe leant upon my arm almoſt all 
Fr ane 
The room was ſo very much crowded, that, 
of Sir Clement 
Willoughby, 
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Willoughby, we ſhould not have been able to pro- 
cure a box (which is the name given to the arched. 
receſſes which are appropiated for tea parties) till 
half the company had retired. As we were taking 
poſſeſſion of our places, ſome ladies of Mrs. Mir- 
van's acquaintance ſtopped to ſpeak to her, and 
perſuade her to take à round with them. When 
ſhe returned to us, what was my ſurpriſe, to ſee 
that Lord Orville had joined her party! The 
ladies walked on; Mrs. Mirvan ſeated herſelf, and 
made a flight. though reſpectful invitation to Lord 
Orville to drink tea with us, which, to my no 
ſmall conſternation, he accepted. 75 

I felt a confuſion unſpeakable at again ſeeing. 
him, from the recollection of the ridotto adven- 
ture: nor did my ſituation leflen it, for L was ſeat- 
ed between Madame Duval and Sir Clement, who 
ſeemed as little as myſelf to defire Lord Orville's . 
preſence.) Indeed, the continual wrangling and 
1]]l-breeding of Captain Mirvan and Madame Du--' * 
val, made me bluſh that I belonged to them. And 
poor Mrs. Mirvan and her amiable daughter had 
ſtill leſs reaſon to be ſatisfied. - 5 | 

A general ſilence enſued after he was ſeated: -- 
his appearance from different motives, gave a 
univerſal reſtraint to every body. What his own.. 
reaſons were for honouring us with his company, 
I cannot imagine, unleſs, indeed, he had a curio- 
ſity to know whether I ſhould invent any new im- 
pertinence concerning him. ' Fe, 

The firſt ſpeech, was made by Madame Duval, 
who ſaid, << It's quite a ſhocking thing to ſee ladies 
come to ſo genteel a place as Ranelagh with hats 
on; it has a monſtrous vulgar look: I can't think 
what they wear them for. There's no ſuch a 
thing to be ſeen in Paris.“ e ant TR rod -. 

« Indeed, - 
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Indeed,“ cried Sir Clement, „I muſt own 
myſelf no advocate for hats; I am ſorry the la- 
dies ever invented or adopted ſo tantalizing a fa- 
. ſhion; for, where there is beauty, they only ſerve 

to ſhade it, and where there is none, to excite an 
unayailing curioſity. I fancy they were originally 
worn by ſome young and whimſical coquet,” 

„ More likely,” anſwered the Captain, “they 
were invented by ſome wrinkled old hag, who'd 
a a mind for to keep the young fellows in chace, let 
them be never ſo weary.” 1 

6 don't know what you may do in England,” 
cried Madame Duval, but 1 know in Paris no 
woman need *n't be at ſuch a trouble as that, to 

be taken very genteel notice of.“ | 

„% Why, will you pretend for to ſay,” returned 
the Captain, “that they don't diſtinguiſh the old 
from the young there as well as here? "+ 

They don't make no diſtinguiſhments at all,” 
ſaid the; © they're vaſtly too polite.” 

«© More fools they!“ ſaid the Captain ſneer- 
ugly. - - 8 4 

80 Would to Heaven, cried Sir Clement, that, 
for our own ſakes, we Engliſhmen' too were bleſt 
with ſo accommodating a blindneſs ” ? 

Why the del 60 ou make fuch à prayer 
as that? demanded the Captain: them are the 
; firſt fooliſh words I've heard you ſpeik; but ] 

ſuppoſe your're not much uſed to that fort of work. 
Did you ever make a prayer before, fince you 
were a ſniveler ?” 4 9 

„ Ay, now, cried Madame Duval, that's 
another of the unpoliteneſſes of you Engliſh; to 
go to talking of ſuch things as that: now, in Paris, 
nobody never ſays nothing about religion, no more 
than about politics.“ , 
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« Why then,” anſwered he, © it's a ſign they 


take no more care of their ſouls, than of their 
country, and ſo both one and t'other go to old 
Nick.” 

« Well, if they do” ſaid the, «who's. the 
worſe, ſo long as they don't ſay nothing about it ? 
it's the tireſomeſt mars. in the world to be alwa 

talking of them ſort things, and nobody that's 


ever been abroad troubles taeir heads about them.” 


„ Pray then.” cried the Captain “ ſince you 


know fo much of the matter, be ſo good as to tell 


us what they do trouble haſt heads about hey, 
Sir Clement ! ha'n't we x" Fight to know that 
much!?!“ 

« A very comprehenſive queſtion,” ſaid Sir 
Clement, „and I expect much inſtruction from 
the lady's anſwer.” | os 

«© Come, Madam,” continued the Captain. 


. Kinch; 7 771 at once; don't ard for 
chinking | 


4 14 alfure you I am not going,” witli ſhe; 


for as to what they go do, why they've enough 


4 do, I promiſe you, what with one thing or ano- 
er.” 

4 But what, tber do they do, theſe tamen, 
Monſieurs ? demanded the Captain; ; can't yon 
tell us? do they game ?—or drink ?—or fiddle? —— 
or are they jockies ?—or do they ſpend all their 
time in flummering old women ?” 

* As to that, Sir, —but indeed 1 han t wopble 
myſelf to anſwer ſuch a parcel of low queſtions, 
fo don't aſk me no more about it.“ And then, 
to my great vexation, turning to Lord Orville, 

the ſaid, Pray, Sir, was you ever in Paris 13 1 
f He onl bowed. 5 


; „% An pray, Sir, how did you liks ie? 


Vor. I. 45 1 I 
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This comprehenſive queſtion, as Sir Clement 
would have called it, though it made him ſmile, 
alſo made him heſitate; however, his anſwer 
was expreſſive of his approbation. 

L thought you would like it, Sir, becauſe you 


look ſo like a gentleman. As to the Captain, and 


as to that other gentleman, why they may very 
well not like what they don't know, for I ſuppoſe, 
Sir, you was never abroad? ? 
Only three years, Ma'am,” anſwered Sir 
Clement, drily I 
Well, that's very ſurpriſing ! I fhould never 
have thought it: however, 1 K * Ag” only 
kept company with the Engliſh.” — 
„ Why pray, who fbould he keep company 
with?“ cried the Captain : << what, I ſuppo 
you'd have him aſhamed of his own nation, like 
ſome other people, not a thouſand miles off, on 
purpoſe to make his own nation aſhamed of him.“ 
« Pm ſure it would be a very good thing I 


5 de abroad yourſelf. | 
6 


w will you make out that, hey, Madam ? 
come, plente to tell me, where would be the good 
of that?“ 5 4 V. don 
„Where! why a great deal. They'd make 
quite another perſon of y Oo 
„% What, I ſuppoſe you'd have me learn to cut 
capers ?---and dreſs like a monkey---and palaver 


in French gibberiſh ?---hey, would you ?---And , 


powder, and daub, and make myſelf up, like fome 


| other folks? 8 1 


would have you to learn to be more politer, 
Sir, and not to talk to ladies in ſuch a rude, old fa- 
ſhion Way as this. You, Sir, as have been in Pa- 
ris” (again addreſſing herſelf to Lord Orville) * can 


tell this Engliſh gentleman how he'd be Cay, 
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if he was vo talk in ſuch an 1 manner as 
this, before any foreigners. Why there is u't a 
hair-dreſſer, nor a ſhoe- maker, nor nobody, that 
would n't Aran company.” _ 

« Why look ye, Madam,” anſwered the Cap- 
tain, as to your hair-pinchers, and ſhoe-blacks, 
you may puff off their manners, and. welcome; 
and I am heartily glad you like 'em ſo well; but, 
as to me, ſince you muſt needs make ſo, free of 
your advice, I muſt een tell you, I never kept 

mpany with any ſuch gent 
Come, ladies and gentlemen,” ſaid Mes, 
Mirvan, as many of you as have done tea, 1 
invite to walk with me.” Maria and I ftarted up 
inſtantly; Lord Orville followed; and I-queſtion . 
whether we were not half round the room ere 
CCC ˙ T 
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As che huſpand of Mrs. Mirvan had borne fo, 
large a ſnhare in this di ſagreeable altercation, Lord 
Orville forbare'to make any ,cumments upon at ; 
ſo. that the ſubject was immediately dropt, and 
the.converſation. became.calm!y ſociable, and po- 
litely chearful, and, to every body but me, muſt. 
have been highly agreeable: —but, as to my ſelf, I 
was ſo eagerly deſirous of making ſome apolog), ta 
Lord Orville fer the impertinence of Which, be 
mult haye thought me guilty at the ridotto, and 
yet ſo utterly unable to aſſume ſufficient courage. 
to ſpeak to him concerning an affair in which I 
had fo terribly expoſed myfelf, that I hardly ven- 
tured to ſay a word all the timeaye were walk 
ing. Beſides the knowledge of his contemptuous 

opinion, haunted and diſpirited me, and made ma 

fear he might i whatever I 

ould ſay. So that, far from enjoying a conver- _ 
* E 2 | 5 | ſation 
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ſation that might, at any other time, have de 
lighted me, I continued ſilent, uncomfortable, and 
aſhamed. O Sir, ſhall Lever again involve myſelf 
in fo fooliſh an embarraſſment? I am ſure that ff 
Ido, TI ſhall deſerve yet greater mortification. 
Me were not joined by the reſt of the party till 
we had taken three or four turns round the room, 
and then, they were ſo quarrelſome, that Mrs. 
Mirvan complained of being fatigued, and propo- 
fed going home. No one diſſented. Lord Gr. 
ville joined another party, having firſt made an 
offer of his ſervices, which the gentlemen de- 
elined, and we proceeded to an outward room, 
where we waited, for the carriages. It was ſettled 
that we ſhould return to town in the ſame man- 
ner we came to Ranelagh, and, accordingly, Mon- 
fieur Da Bots handed Madame Duval into a hack- 
ney-coach, and was juſt preparing to follow her, 
when ſhe ſcreamed, and jumpt haſtily out, de- 
.chring ſhe was wet through all her clothes. In- 
deed, upon examination, the coach was found to 
be in adiſmal condition; for the weather proved 
very bad, and the rain had, though I know not 
how, made its way into the carriage. 
* Mrs. and Miſs Mirvan, and myſelf, were al- 
ready dipoſed of as before; but no ſooner did the 
Captain hear this account, than, without any 
ceremony, he was ſo civil as to immediately take 
poſſeſſion of the vacant ſeat in his own coach, 
Een Madame Duval and Monfieur Du Bois to 
take care of themſelves. As to Sir Clement Wil- 
Toughby, his own chariot was in waiting. 
| Fin tly begged permiſſion to offer Madame 
Duval my own place, and made a motion to get 
i enen Mlirran een nn, 
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ſhould then be obliged to return to town with only 
the foreigner, or Sir Clement. 
« O never mind the old Beldame,“ cried the 
Captain, © ſhe's weather- proof, V1 anſwer for 
ber; and beſides, as we are all, I hope, Engliſh, 
why ſhe'll meet with no worſe than ſhe expects 
from us.“ ? V3.4 LE 2 
« do not mean to defend her,” ſaid Mrs 
Mirvan; “ but indeed, as ſhe belongs to our par- 
ty, we cannot, with any decency, leave the place, 
till ſhe is, by ſome means, accommodated.“ 
„Lord, my dear,” cried the Captain, whom 
'the diſtreſs of Pura Duval had put into a very 
good hnmour, why ſhe']] break her heart, if ſhe 
meets with any civility from a filthy Engliſhman.” 
Mrs. Mirvan, however, prevailed, and we all 
got out of the coach, to wait till Madame-Duyal 
could meet with ſome better, carriage. We fonte 
her, attended by Monſieur Du Bois, ſtanding 
amongſt the ſervants, and very buſy in wiping her 
negligee, and ray ante r to ſave it from being 
ſtained by the wet, as ſhe ſaid it was a new Lyons 
filk. Sir Clement Willoughby offered her the 
uſe of his chariot, but ſhe had been too much 
piqued by his raillery to accept it. We waited 
ſome time, but in vain, for no hackney coach 
could be procured. The Captain, at laſt, was 
perſuaded to accompany Sir Clement himſelf, and 
we four females were. handed into Mrs. Mirvan's 
2 though not before Madame Duval had 
inſiſted upon our making room for Monſieur Du 
Bois, to which the Captain only conſented in pre- 
ference to being incommoded by him in Sir Cle- 
ments chariot. | | 
Our party drove off firſt, We were ſilent and 
unſociable; for the difficulties attending this ar- 
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rangement had made every one languid and; fa- 
tigued. Unſociable, I muſt on, we continued; 
but op ſhoxt was the duration of our filence, as 
we had not proceeded. thirty yards, ere every 
voice was heard at onee,---for the coach broke 
dawn I ſuppoſe we concluded of courſe, that we 
were all half killed, by the violent ſhricks that 
ſeemed; to come from every mouth. The chariot 
was topped, the ſervants came to our aſfiſtance, 
and we were all taken out of the carriage, with- 
out having been at all hunt. The night was dark 
and wet; but I had ſcarce' touched the ground, 
when I was lifted ſuddenly from it, by Sir Clement 
Willoughby, who begged permiſſion to aſſiſt me, 
though he did not wait to have it granted, but car- 
ned me in his arms back to Ranel agg. 

He enquired very earneſtly if J was not hurt 
dy the accident? I aſſured him I was perfectly 
ſafe, and free fram injury, and deſired ha would 
leave me, and return tothe reſt of the patty, for 
I was very uneaſy to know whether they hadibeen 
equally fortunate. He told me he was happy in 
being honoured with my commands, and would 
joy fully execute them; but inſiſted upon firſt con- 
ducting me to a warm room, as I had not whally 
eſcaped being wet. He did not regard my objec- 


tions, but made me follow him to an appartment, 


where we found an excellent fire, and ſome com- 
pany waiting for carriages. I readily accepted a 
feat, and then begged he would go. 

And go, indeed, he did; but he returned in a 
moment, telling me that the rain was more violent 
than ever, _ that he had ſent his ſervants to 
offer their aſſiſtance, and acquaint the Adrruens 
of my ſituation. I was very mad that he would 
not go himſelf ; but as my acquaintance with kim 
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was ſo very ſlight, I did not think proper to urge 
him contrary to his inclination. 

Well, he drew a chair cloſe to mine, and, after 
again enquiring how I did, ſaid, in a low voice, 
Vou will pardon me, Miſs Anville, if the eager- 
- neſs I feel to vindicate myſelf, ,induges me to ſnatch. 
this opportunity of, making ſincere acknowledg- 
ments for the impertinence with which 1 torment- . 
ed you at the laſt ridotto. can aſſure you 
Madam, I have been a true and ares Gard 
tent ever ſince; but —ſball 1 tell you honeſtly 
what encouraged me to 

He ſtopt ; but I ſaid nathing, for I thought 
=. 

inftantly of the converſation Miſs Mirvan ha 
overheard, and ſuppoſed, he was going to tell me 
himſelf what: part Lord Orville had borne in it; 
and really I: did not wiſh to hear it repeated. In- 
deed; the reſt of his ſpeech convinces me thay 
ſueh was his intention; with what view, I kn 
not, except to make a merit of his defending me. 
* « And yet, he continued, “ my excuſe may 
only expoſe my own ereduity and want of Judg- 
ment and penetration. I will, therefore, merely _ 
beſeech your pardon, ang J hope that ſome future 
time 

Juſt then, the door was opened by Sir Clement's 
ſervant, and 1 had the pleaſure of ſeeing the Cap- 
kain, Mrs. and Miſs Mirvan, enter the room. 

O ho,” cried the former, „ you have got a 
good warm birth here; but we ſhall beat up your 
quarters, Here Lucy, Moll, come to the fire, 
and dry your trumpery. But, hey-day, —why 
where's old Madam French?“ 


«© Good God.” cried I, is not Nada D 
then with you? 5 


60 * With me No- thank God.“ 
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I was very uneaſy to know what might have 
become of her, and, if they would have ſuffered 
me, I ſhould have gone out in. ſearch of her my- 
ſelf; but all the ſervants were diſpatched to find 
her, and the Captain ſaid we might be very ſure 
her French beau would take care of her. 
Me waited ſome time without any tidings, and 
were ſoen the only party in the room. My un- 
eaſineſs encreaſed ſo much, that Sir Clement now 
made a voluntary offer of ſeeking her. However, 
the ſame moment that he opened the door with 
"this deſign, ſhe preſented herſelf at it, attended by 
Monſieur Du Bois. | | 
I was this inſtant Madam,” ſaid he, coming 
to ſee for you.” n 
VJou are mighty good, truly,” cried ſhe, * te 
come when all the miſchief's over,” 
She then entered, -in ſuch a condition !---en- 
tirely covered with mud, and in ſo great a rage, 
it was with difficulty ſhe could ſeal. We all 
expreſſed our concern, and offered our aſſiſtance, - 
except the Captain; who no ſooner beheld her 
than he burſt into a loud laugh. | 
We endeavoured, by our enquiries and condole- 
ments, to prevent her attending to him; and ſhe 
was, for ſome time, ſo wholly*engroſſed by her 
anger and her diſtreſs, that we ſucceeded without 
much trouble. We begged her to inform us how. 
this accident had happened. How!“ repeated 
ſhe,---why © it was all along of your all going 
away,---and there poor Monſieur Du Bois---but it 
was n't his fault, ---for he's as bad off as me.“ 
All eyes were then turned to Monſieur Du Bois, 
whoſe clothes were in the ſame miſerable plight 
with thoſe of Madame Duval, and who, wet, 
ſhivering, and diſconſolate, had crept to the Ws | 
| e / 
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The Captain laughed yet more heartily; while 
Mrs. Mirvan, aſhamed of his rudeneſs, repeated 
her enquiries to Madame Duval ; who anſwered, 
« Why, as we were a-coming along, all in the 
rain, Monfieur Du Bois was ſo obliging, though 
I'm ſure it was an unlucky obligingneſs to me, as 
to lift me up-in his arms, to carry me over a place 
that was ancle deep in mud; but inſtead of my 
being ever the better of it, juſt as we were in the 
wu part, —I'm ſure I with we had been fifty 
miles off, -- for ſome how or other, his foot ſlipr, 
---at leaſt, I ſuppoſe fo,---though I can't think 
bow it happened, for I'm no ſuch great weight, 
&. however that was, down we both came toge- 
Wther, all in the mud;z---and the more we tried to 
get up, the more deeper we got covered with 
the naftineſs, and my new-Lyon's negligee, too, 
quite ſpoilt }--- however, it's well we got up at all, 
for we might have laid there till now, for aught- 
you all cared ; for nobody never came near us.” 
Fhis recital put the Captain into an extaey; 
he went from the lady to the gentleman, and 
from the gentleman to the lady, to enjoy alter- 
nately the fight of their diſtreſs; He really ſhout- 
ed with pleaſure; and, ſhaking Monſieur Du 
Bois ftrenuouſly by the hand, wiſhed him joy of 
having touched Engliſh ground; and then” he held 
a candle to Madame Duval, that he might have 

a more complete view of ber diſaſtet, declarin 
repeatedly, that he had never been better pleaſed 
in his life. 3 ae 
The rage of -poor. Madame Duval was unſpeak- 
able; . ſhe daſhed the candle out of his hand, 
famped- upon the floor, and, at laſt, . ſpit in his 


Rs 


% 
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This action ſeemed immediately to ealm them 
both, as the joy of the Captain was converted 
inte, reſentment, and the wrath of Madame Duval 
into fear; for he put his hands upon her ſhoulders, 
and gave her ſo violent a ſhake, that ſhe ſcreamed 
out Pr help; aſſuring her, at the ſame time, that 
if ſhe had been one ounce leſs old, or "leſs ugly, 
ſhe. ſhould. have it all returned on ts own face. 

abet Du Bois, who had ſeated himſelf 
very quietl y at the fire, approached them, and 
expoitulated very warmly with the Captain; 2 
he was neither underſtood nor af the qu and M 
dame Duval was not releaſed, till ſhe quite ſobbe 


with. paſſion. 3 PI 


When they were parted, 1 entrentad her to 
permit the woman who has the charge of the ladies: 
cloaks to aſſiſt her in drying her cloaths; ſhe, con- 
ſented, and we did what was poſhble to ſave: her 
from catching cold. We were obliged. to wait in. 
this diſagreable fituation near an hour, ere a 
hackney- coach could be found: and then we were 
* in the ſame manner as before our acci- 

k. 
Jam going this morning. to ſee poor Madame 
Duval, and to enquire after her health, which 1 
think muſt have ſuffered by her laſt night's miſ- 


fortunes; though, indeed, ſhe Seve to ee 


ally ſtrong: and hearty. x. 5 6 
HEINE x we . yu al to-morrow. m 
— 2 4 o of „ 4. 
0. * ; * * 
4 ti MH& 8 * * > 
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Evelina in continuation. 


| Fi riday Morning, April 15. 
8 I R Clement Willoughby called here yeſter- 


day at noon, and captain Mirvan invited him 
*to dinner. For my part, I ſpent the day in 2 
manner the maſt uncomfortable imaginable. 
I found Madame Duvall at breakfaſt in bed, 
$bough Monſieur Du Bois was in the chamber; 
which ſo much aſtoniſhed me, that I was in vo- 
luntarily, retiring without conſidering how odd 


an appearance my retreat would have, when 


Madam Duval called me back, and laughed very 
heartily at my ignorance of foreign cuſtoms. 

T he. converſation, however, very ſoon took a 
more ſerious turn; for ſhe began with great bit- 
terneſs, to inveigh againſt the. barbarous brutality 
of that fellow - the Captain, and the horrible ill- 
breeding of the Engliſh in general, declaring; the 
ſhould make her eſcape. with all * 
fo. bea/tly a nation. 120 

She. lawented, very mournfully, ths fate of wal 
Lyons ſilk, and proteſted; ſhe had rather have 
— with all the reſt of her wardrobe; becauſe 
it. was the firſt gown ſhe had bought, to wear 
upon 1 off her weeds... She has à very bad 
s and Monſieur: Du Bois: is ſo eur be can 
hardly ſpeak. 

She inſiſted upon my laying with het all ay, 
as ſhe intended, ſhe ſaid, to introduce me to ſome 
% + own relations. * wauld very fain have 


excuſed 


% 
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excuſed myſelf, but ſhe did not allow me any 
choice. » 
- Till the arrival of theſe relations, one continu- 
ed ſeries of queſtions on her ſide, and of anſwers 
on mine, filled up all the time we paſſed together. 
Fler curiolity was inſatiable ; ſhe enquired into 
every action of my life, and every particular that 
had fallen under my obſervation, in the lives 
of all I knew. Again ſhe was fo cruel as to 
avow the moſt inveterate rancour againſt the ſole 
benefaQor her deſerted child and grand-child have 
met with; and ſuch was the indignation her in- 
gratitude, raiſed, that I would actually have quitted 
her preſence and houſe, had ſhe not, in a man-“ 
ner the moſt peremptory, abſolutely forbid me. 
But what, good Heaven ! can induce her to ſuch 
ſhocking injuſtice? O my friend and father! I 
have no command of myſelf when this ſubject is 
ſtarted. .Y | | Q 
She talked very much of taking me to Paris, 
and ſaid I greatly wanted the poliſh'of a French 
education. She lamented that I had been brought 
up in the country, which, the obſerved, had given 
me a very. bumpkiniſh air. However, ſhe bid me 
not deſpair, for ſhe had known many girls, much 
\ worſe than me, who had become very fine ladies 
After a few years reſidence abroad; and ſhe parti- 
cularly inſtanced a Miſs Polly Moore, daughter of 
a chandler's ſhop woman, who by an accident 
not worth relating, happened to be ſent to Paris, 
where, from an aukward ill-bred girl, the fo 
much improved, that ſhe has ſince been taken for 
a woman of quality. | „ 
The relations to whom ſhe was pleaſed to in- 
troduee me, conſiſted of a Mr. Branghton, who is 
ber nephew, and three of his children, the 22 
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of which is a fon, and the two younger are 
daughters. | 
Mr. Branghton appears about forty years of 
age. He does not ſeem to want a common un- 
derſtanding, though he is very contracted and pre- 
judiced ; he has ſpent his whole time in the city, 
and I believe feels a great contempt for all who re- 
ſide elſewhere. 
His ſon ſeems weaker in his underſtanding, and 
more gay in his temper ; but his gaiety is that of 
a fooliſh over-grown ſchool- boy, whoſe! mirth 
conſiſts in noiſe and diſturbance, He diſdains his 
father for his cloſe attention to buſineſs, and love 
iof money, though he ſeems himſelf to: have no 
talents, ſpirit, or 1 to make him ſupe- 
rior to either. His chief delight appears to be 
tormenting and ridiculing his ſiſters, who, in re- | 
turn, moſt heartily deſpiſe him. - 

Miſs Branghton, the eldeſt daughter, is by no 
means ugly, but looks proud, ill-tempered, and 
conceited. She hates the city, though without 
knowing why; for it is eaſy to diſcover ſhe has 

lived no where elſe. 

Miſs Polly Branghton is rather pretty, very 
fooliſh, and ignorant, very giddy, and 1 believe, 
very good- natured. 

The firſt half hour was allotted to making Sn 
ſelves comfortahle, for they complained of having 
had a very my walk, as they came on foot from 
Snow Hill, cre Mr. Branghton keeps a ſilver- 
ſmith's ſhop; and the young ladies had not only 
their coats to.bruſh, pol | ſhoes to dry, but to ad- 
juſt their head dreſs which Wein bonnet had ory 
diſcompoſed.. 

The manner in ieh Madame Duval _ 
8 to introduce me to this family, * | 

ocked - | 
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ſhocked: me. Here, my dears,” ſaid ſhe, 
here's a relation you little thought of; but, 
you muſt know my poor daughter Caroline had 
this child after ſhe ran away from me,. though 
I never knew nothing of it, not I, for a long while 
after, for they took care to keep it a fecret from 
me, vr the poor child has never a friend in the 
world befides. 2 

« Miſs, ſeems very tender hearted, aunt,” faid 
Miſs Polly, “and to be ſure ſhe's not to blame 
for her mama's undutifulnefs, for ſhe could n't 
help it. 


Lord, no,” anſwered ſhe, © and I never took . 
no notice of it to her; for indeed, as to that, my 


own poor daughter was n't ſo much to blame as 


you may think, for ſhe'd never have. gone aitray, 


if it had not been for that meddling old parſon 1 
told ig of.“ 
40 
we'll talk o' ſomewhat elſe, for Miſs looks very 
uneaſy like.“ 6 | 
The next ſubject that was choſen, was the age 


of the three young Branghtons and myſelf. The 
ſon is twenty; the daughters upon hearing that J 
was ſeventeen, ſaid that was juſt the age of Miſs 


Polly; but their brother, after a long: diſpute, 
proved that ſhe was two years older, tò the. great 


anger of both ſiſters, who agreed, that he was 


very ill natured aud ſpitefu. 


When this point was ſettled, the queſtion, was 
| * which was talleſt? We were deſired to mea- 
fa 


re, as the Branghtons were all of different opi- 


nions. They, none of them, however diſputed 
my being the talleſt in the company, but, in re- 
gard to one another, — extremely quarrel- 
"I Jain, 


ſome; the brother inſi 


v 


aunt pleaſes,” ſaid young Miſs Branghton, | 


4 


— 
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' fairy and not with heads and heels; but they would 

. means conſent to loſe theſe privileges of our 
ſex, and therefore the young man was ea/?, as 
ſhorteſt; though be appealed to all preſent upon 
the injuſtice of the decree. | | 

This ceremony over, the young ladies, began, 
very freely, to examine my dreſs, and to interro- 
gate me concerning it.“ This apron's yourfown - 
work, I ſuppoſe, Miſs ? but theſe fprigs a'n't in 
faſhion now. Pray, if it is not impertinent, what 
might you give a yard for this luteſtring Do you 
make your own caps, Miſs ?—" and many other 
queſtions _— intereſting and well bred. $77 
They then aſked me how I liked London ? and 
whether I ſhould not think the country a very du 
place, when I returned thither ? © Miſs muſt try if 
ſhe can't get a good huſband,” ſaid Mr: Brangh- 
ton, „ and then ſhe may ſtay and live here.“ 

The next topic was public places, or rather the 
theatres, for they knew of no other; and the me- 
rits and defects of all the actors and actreſſes were 
diſcuſſed: the young man here took the lead, and 
ſeemed to be very converſant on the ſubjett. But, 
during this time, What was my concern, and ſuf- 
fer me to add, my indignation, when I found; by 

ſome words I occaſionally heard, that Madame 
Duval was entertaining Mr. Branghton with all 

moſt ſecret and cruel particulars of my ſituation 
The eldeſt daughter was. foon drawn to them by 
the recital ; the youngeſt: and the ſon ſtill kept 
their places, intending, I believe, to divert me, 
thaugh-the converſation was all their ownz .. 

In a few-minutes, Miſs Branghton, coming ſud- 
denly up to her ſiſter, exclaimed, 8 Lord, Polly, 
enly think ! Miſs never ſaw her papa? ?: 


1 
C 5 


> 
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Lord, how odd!“ cried the other; <4 
then, Miſs, I ſuppoſe you would'nt know him? 

This was quite too much for me; I roſe haſtily. 
and ran out of the room: but I ſoon regretted I had 
ſo little command of myſelf, for the two ſiſters 
both followed and inſiſted upon comforting - me, 


notwithſtanding my earneſt entreaties to be left 


alone. | | | 
As ſoon as I returned to the company, Madame 
Duval, ſaid, Why, my dear, what was the 
matter with you ? 'why did you run away fo?” 
This — almoſt made me run again, for 
I knew not how to anſwer it. But is it not very. 
extraordinary, that ſhe can put me in ſituations ſo 
ſhocking, and then wonder to find me ſenſible of 


any concern? 


r. Branghton, junior, now enquired: of me, 


whether I had ſeen the Tower, or St. Paul's church; 
and, upon anſwering in the negative, they propoſed 


making a party to ſnew them to me. Among other 
queſtions, rob alſo aſked if I had ever en {ach 4. 
thing at an Opera? I told them I had. Well,” 
ſaid Mr. Branghton,. I h never ſawone in my life, 
ſo long as I've lived in London, and I never deſire 


to ſee one, if I live here as much longer.” | | 


Lord, Papa, cried Miſs Polly, © why not? 
might as well for once, for the curiofity of. 
the thing: beſides Miſs Pomfret ſaw one, and 
fays it was very pretty.“ | 
_ Miſs will 3 y. vulgar,” ſaid. Miſs- 
Branghton, to. live in London, and never to have 
been at an Opera; but it's no fault of mine, I aſ- 
ſure you, Miſs, only Papa don't like to go.“ 
The reſult was, that a party was propoſed, and 


agreed to, for ſome early opportunity. Edid not 


dare oppoſe them? but I ſaid that my time, while 
s I remarned- 
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I remained in town, was at the diſpoſal of Mrs. 
Mirvan. However I am ſureI will not attend 
them, if I can poſſibly avoid ſo doing. 

When we parted, Madame Duval defired to 
ſee me the next day; and the Branghtons told me, 
that the firſt time I went towards Snow Hill, they 
ſhould be very glad if I would call upon them. 

1 wiſh we may not meet again till that time ar- 
rives. 2 : 

I am ſure 1 ſhall not be very ambitious of be- 
ing known to any more of my relations, if they have 
any reſemblance to thoſe whoſe accquaintance I 
have been introduced to already. | : 


LETTER VIII. 


Evelina in continuation.,” 


I Had juſt finiſhed my letter to you this morning, 
when a violent rapping at the door made me run 
down ſtairs ; and who ſhould I ſee in the draw- © 
ing room, but Lord Orville! , 

e was quite alone, for the family had not aſ- 
ſembled to breakfaſt. He enquired, firſt of mine, 
then of the health of Mrs. and Miſs Mirvan, with 
a degree of concern that rather ſurpriſed me, till he 
ſaid that he had juſt been informed of the accident 
we had met with at Ranelagh. He expreſſed his 
forrow upon the occaſion with the utmoſt politeneſs, - 
and lamented that he had not been ſo fortunate as 
to hear of it in time to offer his ſervices, ©* But 
I think,” he added, Sir Clement Willoughby had 
the honour of aſſiſting you? © 
He was with Captain Mirvan, my Lord.” 
L had heard of his being of your party.” 

| : | | I hope 
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I. that flighty man has not been telling 
Lord Orville he only affiſted me ? however, he did 

* not purſue the ſubject; but ſaid, This accident 
though extremely unfortunate; will not, I hope, 
be the means of frightening you from gracing Ra- 
nelagh with your preſence, in future? 
Our time, my Lord, ſor London is almoſt 
ere rr 7 
Indeed ! do you leave town fo very ſoon ?” 
O yes,, my Lord, our ſtay has already exceed- 
I omar worn) os ” 
| .*+ Are you, then, ſo particularly partial to the 
ITED P 

We merely came to town, my Lord, to meet 
Captain Mirvan.” 67-34 eee 
And does Miſs Anville feel no concern at the 
idea of the many mourners her abſence will occa- 
fton ?“. | | ae 

« O-my Lord, Pm ſure you" don't think----" 


k * 


1 ſtopt there, for, indeed 1 hardly knew _— 


was going to fay. My fooliſh embarraſiment, 
ſuppoſe, was the cauſe of what followed; for he 
came to me, and took my hand, ſaying, I do think 
that whoever has once ſeen Miſs Anville, muſt re- 
ceive an impreſſion never to he forgotten. 
This e de Lord Orville. —ſo ſur- 
priſed me, that I could no ſpeak; but felt myſelf 
change toſour, and ſtood, for ſome moments, ſi- 


lent and looking down: however, the inſtant I re- 


collected my ſituation, I withdrew: my band, and 
tald him that I would ſee if Mrs, Mirvan was not 
drefled, He did not oppoſe me, ſo away I went. 


I met them all on the ſtairs, and returned with 


them to breakfaſt. 


I have ſince been extremely angry with myſelf 
for neglecting ſo excellent an apportunity of apo- 


SLES Geo Aa A. Ss 
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he Will perhaps, reſemble him whom I muſt love 


1 *% 
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logizing for my behaviour at the Ridotto : but, to 
own the truth, that afair never once, occured to 
me during the ſhort tete à tetr which we had to- 
ther. But, if, ever we ſhould happen to be fo 
Rented wha; T will certainly mention it; for I. 
am inexprefibly concerned at the thought of his 
harbourrng an opinion that J am bold or imperti- 
nent, and! couid almoſt kill myſelf for having gi- 
ven him the ſhadow of a reaſon for' ſo ſhocking an 
idea. O7 NHL n DE 2 TORT „nan $4 
But was it not very odd, that he ſhould make 
me ſuch a compliment? I expected it not from 
him ;--but gallantry, I believe, is common to alf 


men, whatever other qualities they may have in 
4 li enen "IL. „ 


icular- . ; 8 eee 
Our breakfaſt was the moſt agreeable meal, if 
it may be called à nen, that we have had fince 
we eame to town, Indeed, but for Madame Du- 
val I ſhquld like London extremely. 
| The donverfatidn'of Lord Orville is really de- 
tightful, His manners are fo elegant, ſo gentle, fo 
unaſſuming, that they at once engage eſteem, and 
diffuſe complacence. Far from being indolently 
fatished with his own accompliſhments, as L have 
already obſerved many men here are, though with- 
out any pretentions to his merit, he is moſt aſſi- 
duouſly attentive to Pens and to ferve all who axe 
in his company; and, thoughhis ſucceſs is inva- 
riable, he never manifeſts the fmalleſt degree of 
conſciouſneſs, 1 „ 

I could wiſh that you, my deareſt Sir, knew 
Lord Orville, becauſeI am ſure you would love 
him; and I have felt that wiſh for no other perſon 
I have ſeen fince I came to London. I ſometimes 
imagine, that, when his youth is flown, his viva- 
city abated, and his life is devoted to retirement, 


and 


* 


ſhe was your daughter. 
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and honour, His preſent ſweetneſs, politeneſs, and 
difidence, ſeem to promiſe in future the ſame be- 
nevolence, dignity, and goodneſs. But I muſt not. 
expatiate upon this fabjec.. Fs? og 

When Lord Orville was gone,--and he made 
but a very ſhort viſit,--I was preparing, moſt re- 
luctantly, to wait upon Madame Duval; but Mrs. 


Mirvan propoſed to the Captain, that ſhe ſhould 


be invited to dinner in Queen Ann- Street; and he. 
readily conſented, for he ſaid he wiſhed to aſk after 
,, os cul, 
The invitation. is accepted, and we expect her 

every moment. But to me, it is very ſtrange, that 
a woman, who 1s the uncontrolled. miſtreſs of her 


time, fortune, and actions, ſhould chuſe to ex- 


poſe herſelf voluntarily to the rudeneſs of a man 
who is openly determined to make her his ſport. 


* 


But ſhe has very few acequaintance, and, I fancy, 
ſcarce knows how to employ herſelf. > 


How great is my obligation. to Mrs. Mirvan, 
for beſtowing her time in a manner ſo diſagree- 
able to herſelf, merely to promote my happineſs ! 


cvery diſputo in which her undeſerving huſband. 


engages, is productive of pain, and uneaſineſs to 
herſeff; of this I am fo. ſenſible, that I even be- 
ſsughther not to ſend to Madame Duval, but ſhe. 
r ſhe could not bear to have me paſs all my 


time, while in town, with her only. Indeed | ſhe 


o 


is ſo infinitely kind to me, that one would think. 


> 
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Saturday Morning, April is. 


M ADAM E Duval was accompanied by 
Monkeur Du Bois. Lam ſurpriſed that ſhe ſhoul 
chuſe to introduce him where he is ſo unwelcome; 
and, indeed, it is ſtrange that they ſhould be ſo 
conſtantly together : though I believe I ſhould not 
have taken notice of it, but that Captain Mirvan 
is perpetually rallying me upon my grandmama's 


They were both receiyed by Mrs. Mirvan with 
her uſual Fs but the Captain, moſt 
-provokingly, . attacked her immediately, ſaying 

No Ae you that have Med abroad, Pleaſe 
to tell me this here; Which did you like beſt, the 
warm room at Ranelagh, ot the cd bath you went 
into afterwards ? Though I aſſute you, you look 
fo well that I Hhould ad viſe, you totake another dip. 
Ma fot, Six,” cried ſhe, nobody afked fo. 
Jour L. ou may as well keep it to your- 
ſelf : beſides, it's no great joke to be ſplaſhed, and 

to catch cold, and to ſpoil all one's things, whatever 


you may think of it.? * SHIP 
| ought you Wor 


o 
: 
* 


/ 
« .$9/afhed, quoth-a !—whby 1 
fouſed al Gr” Gove rm, deb es 
matter, never ſpoil a ory.; you khow 
had n't a dry thread Jo oa Fo une | 
Hall never think-on't without hallowing ! ſuch a- 
poor, forlorn, draggle-tajled gentiewoman / and 
re Monſieur French, bete, like a drownded rat, 
Jour fide! #: By ps 
| Well, þ 


19 
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«© Well, the worſe pickle we was in, ſo much 
the worſer in you not to help us, for you knowed 
where we was. faſt enough, becauſe while I laid 
in the mud, I'm pretty ſure I heard you ſnigger ; 
ſo it's like enough you joſtled us down yourſelf, 
for Monſieur Du Bois ſays, that he is ſure he 
rn a 1 17 3 him, or he ſhould n't have 
eli; IP 
The Captain laughed fo immoderately, that he 
really ga ve me, alſo a ſuſpicion that he was not 
85 Innocent of the charge: Howeve ver, he Jil. 
claimed it very peremptorily. 
< Why then,” cantinged ſhe, « if you did n't 
do that, why did n*t. you rome and help us?“ 
„Who, T?—what, doyou ſuppoſe * e 
me an Engliſfiman,! a i filthy; 'beaſtly Engliſhman?” 
Very well, Sir, very well ; but I was a'foo! 
to expect any better, | for its all of à piece with 
the reſt; you know you wanted to fling me bur 
zen coach-wi ndow, © the very firſt- time Vf 1 
1 5 but T1}, never go to anelagh with 
mote, tat Tin reſolved'; for hate tay, 25 
lat na — 


„ 


Rae? * 180 455 e of oe 9580 too 
Well to affrent, Jou by luppoeſiyg a . 50 
would, want my aliſtance' to protte Did 
you thitik that Monſieur here, ànd 1 had ange 
characters, and that he ſhoul# Pop ydu 8 
Mud, ach 1 help you out of fch ba, hay hal” _ 
, very well, Sir, Taugh on, it's Hike 
| nanners; However, . poor Monſteur Du 
ad nt met with that 1 9800 een e, 
1 thould n't have N nob ol el.” 15 
e . 15 ud rieyer 
| have had mine; £1 new my Lance 1 


. 


* 
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and us to you, being a little ducked, or ſo, why, 
to be ſure, Monſieur and you ſettled that between 
yourſelves; ſo it was no buſinefs of mine. 
„What, then, I ſuppoſe, you want to make 
me believe as Monfieur Du Bois ſerved me that 
trick o* purpoſe ??? 4510 | 
„ O' purpoſe! ay, certainly, who ever doubt. 
ed that? Do you think a Frenchman ever made 
a blunder? If he had been ſome clumſy-faoted 
Engliſb fellow, indeed, it might have been acci- 
dental: but What the devil fignifies all your hop 
ping and capering with your daneing-maſters, if 
you can't balance yourſelves upright 777 
In the midſt of this dialogue, Sir Clement 


y * & 
1 * 
— 


Willoughby made his appearanee. He affects to 


enter the houfe with the freedom of an old a0 
vaintance, and this very eine, which, to me, 

aſtoniſhing, is what moſt particularly recom- 
mends him to the Captain, Indeed, he ſeems 
very ſucceſsfully to ſtudy all the humours of that 
e SIC OG] a0 
Aſter having heartily welcomed him, „ You 
are juſt come in time,; my boy,“ ſaid he, << to 
ſettle a little matter of diſpute between this here 
gentle woman and I; do you know, ſhe has been 
trying to perſuade me, that ſhe did not above 
half like the ducking Monſieur gave her bother 


night?“ 


* ſhould have hoped,“ (ſaid Sir Clement, 
gravity) „ that the friendſhip 
ſubſiſting between — and gentleman, would 
have guarded them again any actions profeſſedly 
diſagreeable to each other; but, probably, they 
might not have diſcuſſed the matter pfevioufly; 
in which caſe, the gentleman, Imuſt own, ſeems 
to have been guilty of inattention, * my 
: | umble 
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humble opinion, it was his buſineſs firſt to have 
enquired whether the lady preferred ſoft, or hard 
ground, before he dropt her, 8 

% O very fine, Gentlemen, very fine,” cried 
Madame Duval, you may try to ſet us together 
by the ears as much as you will; but I'm not ſuch 
an ignorant perſon as to be made a fool of ſo eaſi- 
ly ; ſo you needn't talk no more about it, for I ſees 
into your deſigns. WI TK. 177 
Mo fieur Du Bois, who was juſt able to diſco- 
ver the ſubject upon which the converſation turn- 
ed, made his defence, in French, with great ſo- 
lemnity; he. hoped, he ſaid, that the company 
would at leaſt acknowledge, he did not come from 
; nation of brutes, and conſequently, that to wil- 
fully offend any lady, was, to him, utterly impoſſi- 
ble; but that, on the contrary, in endeavourin 
as was his duty, to ſave and guard her, he ha 
himſelf ſuffered, in a manner which be would for- 
bear to relate, but which, he greatly apprehended, 
he ſhould feel the ill effects of for many months; 
and then, with a countenance exceedingly length- 
ened, he added, that he hoped it wou Fi not be 
attributed to him as a national prejudice, when he 
owned that he muſt, to the beſt of his memory, 
aver, that his unfortunate fall was owing to a ſud- 
den, but violent puſh, which, he was ſhocked to 
fay, ſome malevolent perſon, with a deſign to his 
injury, muſt certainly have given him; but whe- 
ther with a view to mortify him, by making him 
let the lady fall, or whether merely to ſpoil his 
clothes he could not determine. 280 

This diſputation was, at laſt, eoncluded by Mrs. 
Mirvan propoſing that we ſhould all go te Cox's 
- Muſeum: Nobody objected, and carriages were 

immedately ordered. re r 5 | 

8 - | 4 
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| In our way down ftairs, Madame Duval in a 
| very paſſionate manner, ſaid, An foz, if I would 
n't give fifty guineas, only to know who gave us 
| that ſhove !* : . | 3 
f This muſeum is very aſtoniſhing, and very ſu- 
| perb; yet, it afforded me but little pleaſure, for 
it is a mere ſhow, though a wonderful one. 
Sir Clement Willoughby, in our walk round 
the room, aſked me what my opinion was of this 
brilliant pectacle. 1 WW 
elt is very fine and very ingenious,” anſwered 
I, „and yet—I don't know how it is,—but I 
ſeem to miſs ſomething.” 3 | 
« Excellently anſwered !!“ cried he, you have 
exactly defined my own feelings, though in a man- 
ner 1 ſhould never have arrived at. But I was 
certain your taſte was too well formed, to be pleaſ- 
ed at the expence of your underſtanding.“ >, 
% Pardie, cried Madame Duval, I hope 
you two is difficult enough | I'm ſure if you dou | 
* 


like this, you like nothing; for it's the grand 
prettieſt, Aneit fight that ever I ſee in England.“ | 
What,“ (eried the Captain, with a me) 4a 
I ſuppoſe this may be in your French taſte 
it's like, enough, for it's all k:c4faw work. But, 
pry'thy, friend,“ (turning to the perſon who ex- 
plained the devices) “ will you tell me the uſe of 
all this ? for I'm not enough of a conjurer to find 
it out.“ | 35 
„ Uſe, indeed!“ (repeated Madme Duval diſ- 
duainfully)“ Lord, if every thing's to be uſeful 1" 
Why, Sir, as to that, Sir, ſaid our con- 
ductor, the ingenuity: of the mechaniſm, 
the beauty of the workmanſhip, —the—undoubt- 
edly, Sir, any perſon of taſte may cably diſcern 
the utility of ſuch extraordinary performances.“ 
| Wor. 1. 5 oy _* Why 
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„Why then, Sir,” anfwered the Captain, 
<< your perſon of taſte muſt be either a coxcomb, 
or a Frenchman ; though, for the matter of that, 

- *tis the ſame thing.” 2s 
Juſt then, our attention was attracted by a pine- 
apple, which, ſuddenly opening, difcovered-a neſt 
of birds, who immediately began to ſing. Well,” 
_ cried Madame Duval, “ this is prettier than all 
the reſt ! I declare in all my travels, I never ſee 

RET.” eleganter.“ n 4 
„ Hark ye friend,” ſaid the Captain, „ haſt 

never another pine-apple ?” Dir en 

„ Sir f—? + Ot Mr tr 
„ Becauſe if thou haſt, pry'thee give it us 
without the birds; for, d'ye ſee, I'm no French- 
man, and ſhould relifh ſomething more ſubſtan- 

tial.“ | ee e 2 
+ This entertainment concluded with a concert 
of mechanical muſic : I cannot explain how it 
was produced, but the effect was pleaſing. Ma- 
dame Duval was in extacies; and the Captain 
flung himſelf into ſo many ridiculous diſtortions, 
by way of mimicking her, that he engaged the 
attention of all the company; and, in the midſt 
of the performance of the Coronation Anthem, 
while Madame Duval was affecting to beat time, 
and uttering many expreſſions of delight, he called 
© ſuddenly for ſalts, which a lady, apprehending 
ſome diſtreſs, politely handed to him, and which, 
_ inſtantly applying to the noſtrils of poor Madame 
Duval, the involuntarily ſnuffed up ſuch a quantity, 
that the pain and ſurpriſe made her ſcream aloud. 
When ſhe recovered, ſhe reproached him, with 
her uſual vehemence; but he proteſted” he had 
taken that meaſure out of pure friendſhip, as he 
concluded, from her raptures, that ſhe was going 


24 
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into hyſterics. This excuſe by no means appeaſed 
her, and they had a violent quarrel ; but the onl 
effect her anger had on the Captain, was to encreaſe 
his diverſion. Indeed he laughs and talks. ſo terri- 
bly loud in public, that he frequently makes us 
aſhamed of belonging to him. 5 
Madame Duval notwithſtanding her wrath, 
made no ſcruple of returning to dine in Queen- 
Ann-ſtreet. Mrs. Mirvan had ſecured places for 
the play at Drury Lane Theatre, and, though ever 
uneaſy in her company, ſhe very politely invited 
Madame Duval to be of our party; however, 
ſhe had a bad cold, and choſe to nurſe it. I was 
forry for her indiſpoſition, but I knew, not how 
to be ſorry the did not accompany us, for ſhe 
is—I muſt not ſay what, but very unlike other 
people. | . 


bn. 1 


LETTER XX. 


Evelina in continuation... 


Oos places were in the front row of a ſide- 
box. Sir Clement Willoughby, who knew our 
intention, was at the door of the Theatre, and 
handed us from the carriage. S 

We had not been ſeated five minutes, ere 
Lord Orville, who we ſaw in the ſtage - box, came 
to us; and he honoured us with his company all 
the evening. Miſs Mirvan and 1 both rejoiced 
that Madame Duval was abſent, as we hoped for 
the enjoyment of ſome converſation, uninterrupted 
by her quarrels with the Captain: but F ſoon 

FOO | La | _ Toun@ 


I tberefore bowed lightly, but made no a 
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found that her preſence would have made very lit- 
_ *tle alteration, for ſo far was I from daring to 
- ſpeak, that I knew not where even to look. 
The play was Love for Love, and though it is 
fraught with wit and entertainment, I hope I ſhall 
never ſee it repreſented again; for it is ſo ex- 
tremely indelicate,—to uſe the ſofteſt word I can, 
that Miſs Mirvan and I were perpetually out 
of countenance, and could neither make any ob- 
ſervations ourſelves, nor venture to liſten to thoſe 
of others. This was the more provoking, as Lord 
Orville was in excellent ſpirits, and exceedingly 
entertaining. | 
When the Play was over, I flattered myſelf I 
"ſhould be able to look about me with lefs reſtraint, 
as we intended to ſtay the Farce; but the curtain 
had hardly dropped when the box-door opened, 
.and incame Mr. Lovel, the man by whoſe fop- 
pery and impertinence I was ſo much'teazed at 
the ball where 1 firſt ſaw Lord Orville. 

J turned away my head, and began talking to 
Miſs Mirvan, for I was deſirous to avoid ſpeakin 
to him but in vain, for as ' ſoon as he ha 
made his compliments to Lord Orville and Sir 
- opment. Willoughdy, who returned them very 
.coldly, he bent his head forward, and ſaid to 


e, 5 1 hope Ma'am, you have enjoyed your 
lt ade Thal the e beg 2 0 
pardons, but I proteſt I was going to ſay the ho- 
_ Nour of dancing with you—however, I mean the 
;honour.of /ceing you dance?“ - 

He Ipoke: with a ſelf-complacency that con- 
- »vinced; me he had ſtudied this addreſs, by way 
:of making repriſals for my conduct at the 4. 
aß 


o 
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After a ſhort ſilence, he again called my atten- 
tion, by ſaying, in an eaſy, negligent. way, I 
think, Ma'am, you was never in town before? 
«© Moc Sir.” 2 Tra 
& So I did preſume. Doubtleſs, Ma'am,. at 
thing muſt be infinitely. novel to you. Our cuſ- 
toms, our manners, and les etiguettes de nous autres, 
can, have very little - reſemblance to thoſe you 
have been uſed to. I imagine, Ma'am, your 
retirement is at no very ſmall diſtance from the 
capital?“ | | 
I was ſo much diſconcerted at this. ſneering 
ſpeech, that I ſaid not a word; though L have 
fince thought my vexation both. ſtimulated and de- 
lighted him. 
6 The air we breathe here, however, Ma'am, 
(continued he, very conceitedly) “ though foreign 
to that you have been accuſtomed to, has not, I 
hope, been at variance with your health?“ 
% Mr, Lovel,” ſaid Lord Orville, “could not | 
your eye have ſpared that queſtion ?” +5] 
«© O my Lord,” anſwered he, “if health were | 
the only cauſe of a lady's bloom, my eye, I grant, 
had been infallible from the firſt glance: but—” - 
Come, come,” cried Mrs. Mirvan, © I 
muſt beg no inſinuations of that fort; Miſs An- 
ville's colour, as you have ſucceſsfully tried, may, 
you ſee, be heightened ;—but I affure you, it 
would be paſt your ſkill to leſſen it.” . 
Pon honour, Madam,” returned he, „you 
wrong me; I preſume not to infer that rouge was 
the only ſuccedaneum for health : but, really, I 
have known ſo many different cauſes for a lady's 
colour, ſuch. as fluſhing, —anger, —mauvaiſe h nte, 
—and ſo forth, that I never dare decide to which 


it may be owing,” 
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As to ſuch cauſes as ,them there,” cried the 
Captain, © they muſt belong to thofe that they 
keep company with.” | 

« Very true, Captain,” faid. Sir Clement ; 
©© the natural complexion has nothing to do with 
occaſional ſallies of the paſſions, or any accidental 
A 5 
No, truly,” returned the Captain, “for now 
here's me, why I look like any other man juſt 
now; and yet, if you were to put me in a paſhon, 
fore George, you'd ſoon. ſee me have as fine a 
high colour as any painted Jezebel in all this place, 
be ſhe never ſo bedaubed.” * | 
„ But,” ſaid Lord Orville, “the difference of 
natural and artificial colour, ſeems: to me ve 
eaſily diſcerned ; that of Nature, is mottled, and 
varying; that of art, ſet and too ſmooth; it wants 
that animation, that glow, that indeſcribable ſome- 
thing which, even now that I fee it, whotly- ſur- 
paſſes all my powers of expreſſion.” ; 

% Your Lordſhip,” ſaid Sir Clement, © is 
univerfally acknowledged to be a connoiſſeur in 
beauty.” 1 | | ' 

& And you Sir Clement,” returned he, “ an 
enthujfcaft.”” & * 8 

« Jam proud to own it,” cried Sir Clement; 
«in ſuch a cauſe, and before ſuch objects, en- 
thuſiaſm is ſimply the conſequence of not being 

blind.” A | 

„ Pry*thee a truce with all this palavering,“ 
cried the Captain, the women are vain enough 
already; no no need for to puff em up more.” 
„„ We muſt all ſubmit to the commanding offi- 
cer,“ ſaid Sir Clement, “ therefore let us call ano- 
ther ſubject. Pray, Ladies, how have you been 
<ntertained with the play?“ 3 


« Wang. 
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« Want of entertainment,” ſaid Mrs. Mirvan, 
« is its leaſt fault; but I own there are objections 
to it, which I ſhould be glad to ſee removed. 
could have ventured to anſwer for the La- 
dies,“ ſaid Lord Orville, “ ſince I am ſure this 
is not a play that can be honoured with their ap- 
- probation.” ; | | 
What, I ſuppoſe it is not ſentimental enough! 
cried the Captain, „or elſe it's too good for 
them; for I'll maintain it's one of the beſt come- 
dies in the language, and has more wit in one 
ſhone, than there is in all the new plays put toge- 
er,” 3 g . 
& For my part,” ſaid Mr. Lovel, „I confeſs 
I ſeldom liſten to the players: one has ſo much to 
do, in looking about, and finding out one's ac- 
kt; eg that, really, one has no time to mind 
the ſtage. Pray, —(moſt affectedly fixing his eyes 
upon a diamond ring on his little finger) pray— 
what was the play to-night ?” ah 
Why, what the ,“ cried the Captain, 
„do you come to the play, without knowing 
what it is? ; \ — Y 
O yes, Sir, yes, very frequently; I have no 
time to read play-bills : one merely comes to meet 
one's friends ; and ſhew that one's alive;” 

Ha, ha, ha!—and ſo cried the Captain, © it 
eoſts you five ſhillings a night, juſt to ſhew that 
youre alive]! Well, faith, my friends ſhould all 
think me dead and under ground, before I'd be at 

the expence for em. Howſomever, this here you 
may take from me ;—they'l]l find you out | faſt 
enough, if you've any thing to give em. And ſo 

you've been here all this time, and don't know what 
the play was ?” W 8 | 
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„Why, really, Sir, a play requires ſo much 
attention,—it iNMcarcely poſſible to keep awake, if 
one liſtens for, indeed, by the time it is even- 
ing, one has been ſo fatigued, with dining,—or 
wine, —or the houſe,—or ſtudying,— that it 1 —— 
it is perfectly an impoſſibilty. But now, I think 
of it, I believe I have a bill in my pocket; O, ay, 
bere it is—Love for Love, ay,—true,—ha, ha,— 
how could I be ſo ſtupid! _ ; 
O, eaſily engugh as to that, I warrant you,” 
ſaid the Captain; but by my-ſqul, this is one of 
the beſt jokes I ever heard! Come to a play, and 
not know what it is !---Why, I ſuppoſe you would 
nt have found it out, if they had 702 vou off 
with a ſcraping of fidlers, or an opera ?——Ha ! 
hal ha !---why. now, I ſhould have thought you 
might have taken ſome notice of one Mr. Tattle 
that is in this play? — 8 
This ſarcaſm, which cauſed a general ſmile, 
made him colour: but turning to the Captain with 
a look of conceit, which impiied that he had a 
retort ready, he ſaid, Pray, Sir, give me leave 
to aſk, —what do you think of one Mr. Ben, 
who is alſo in this play ? 4-5 1 * 
The Captain, regarding him with the utmoſt 
contempt, anſwered in a loud vbice, ** Think of 
him !-—why 1 think he's a man And then, 
ſtaring full in his face, he ſtruck his cane on the 
E with a violence that made him ſtart. 
He did not, however, chuſe to take any notice 
of this; but having bit his nails ſome time, 
in manifeſt confuſion, he turned * quick to 
me, and, in a ſneering tone of voice, ſaid, © For 


, my part, I was moſt ſtruck with the country young 
lady, Miſs Prue; pray what do you think of her 
Mam?“ » 1 


T Indeed, 
» ot 


K 2 


«© Indeed, Sir, cried I, very much provoked, 
ce T think—that is, I do not think any thing about 
her.” c 
„Well, really, Ma'am, you prodigtouſly ſur- 
prize me] mais, apparemment ce n'eſt qu un facon 
a-parlour ?- though I ſhould oy frag pardon, for 
probably you do not underſtand French ? | 

I made no anſwer, for I thought his rudeneſs 
intolerable ; but Sir clement, with great warmth, 
ſaid “ I am ſurpriſed that you can ſuppoſe fuch 


an object as Miſs Prue would engage the attention 


of Miſs Anville even for a moment, ” 


„O, Sir,” returned this fop, tis the firſt 


character in the piece !--ſo- well drawn,--fo. much 
the thing !-- ſuch true country-breeding,--ſuch 
rural ignorance ! ha ! ha! ha I- tis moſt ad- 
mirably hit off, pon honour 1” _ 

I could almoſt have cried, that ſuch imperti- 
nence ſhould: be levelled at me; and yet. chagrin- 
ed as I was, I could never behold Lord Orville 
and. this man at the fame time, and fee] any 
regret for the cauſe J had given of diſpleaſure, 

«© The only character in the play,” ſaid Lord 
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Orville.“ worthy. of being mentioned to theſe 


ladies is Angelica.” 


« Angelica,“ cried Sir Clement, & is k noble 


girl ; ſhe tries her lover ſeverely, but The rewards 
him generouſly.“ | 

„ Fet in a trial fo long,” ſaid Mrs. Mirvan, 
* there ſeems rather too much conſciouſneſs of 
her power. e OY 

Since my opinion has the ſanction of Mrs. 
Mirvan's,” added Lord Orville, „ I will venture 


to ſay, that Angelica beſtows her hand rather 


with the air of a benefactreſs, than with the ten- 


derneſs of a miſtreſs. Gen een or RR. 
22808 55 te 


„„ 


like wit without judgment, generally, gives as 
much pain as pleaſure. The uncertainty in which 
ſhe keeps Valentine, and her manner of trifling 
with his temper, gave no very favourable idea of 
her own.” £ = 

„Well, my Lord, ſaid Mr. Lovel, „it muſt, 
however, be owned, that uncertainty is not the 
ton among our ladies at preſent ; nay, indeed, I 

think they ſay, though, faith,” taking a pinch of 
ſnuff, << 2 1 5 is not true--but they ſay, that 

be now are moſt ſhy and backward. : 

The curtain then drew up, and our converſa- 
tion ceaſed. My. Lovel finding we. choſe to attend 
to the players, left the box. How ſtrange it is, 
Sir, that this man, not contented with the large 
ſhare of foppery and nonſenſe which he has from 
nature, ſhould think proper to affect yet more 
for what he faid of Tattle and of Miſs Ws con- 
vinced me that he really had liſtened to the play, 
though he was ſo ridiculous and fooliſh as to pre- 
tend 1gnorance. 8 _ *© 

But how malicious and impertinent in this 
creature to talk to me in ſuch a manner,] I am 
ſure I hope I ſhall never ſee him again, I ſhould 
have deſpiſed him heartily as a fop, had he never 

. ſpoken to me at all; but now, that he thinks 
proper to reſent his ſuppoſed ill uſage, I am really 
quite afraid of him. 

I be entertainment was, the Deuce is in Him, 
which Lord Orville obſerved to be the moſt finiſh- 
ed and elegant petite piece that was ever written in 
Engliſh 3 | | 

In our way home, Mrs. Mirvan put me into 

ſome conſternation, by. ſaying it was evident, from 

the reſentment which this Mr, Lovel harbours of 
my conduct, that he would think it a provocation 
WW | ſufficiently - _ 


" 
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ſufficiently important for a duel, if his courage 
equalled his wrath. | ; 
Fam” terrified at the very idea. Good Heaven! 
that a man fo weak and frivolous ſhould be ſo re- 
vengeful ! However ! if bravery would have exci- 
ted him to affront Lord Orville, how much rea- 
ſon have I to rejoice, that cowardice makes him 
contented with venting his ſpleen upon me } But 
we ſhall leave town ſoon, and, I hope, ſee him 
no more. | JEET 
- It was ſome conſolation to me, to hear, from 
Miſs Mirvan, that, while he was ſpeaking to me 
ſo cavalierly, Lord Orville regarded him with great 
indignation. e . 
But, really, I think there ought to be a book, 
of the laws and cuſtoms a-la-mode, preſented io 
all young people, upon their firſt introduction into 
public company. e LS 
-To-night we go to the opera, where I expect 
very great pleaſure. We ſhall have the ſame, 
party as at the play; for Lord Orville ſaid he 
mould be there, and would look for us. e 


» — —_— .. 
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| Euelixa in continuation. 
© 


] HAVE a volume to write, of the adventures 
of ep 8 . 
In the afternoon, —-at Berry- Hill, 1 ſhould have 
- faid the evening, for it was almoſt fix o'clock, —— 

_ while Miſs Mirvan and I were dreſſing for the ope- 
ra, and in high ſpirits, from the expectation ß 
great entertainment and pleaſure, we heard a car- 
|  #; *, » Ttage 
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iage ſtop at the door, and concluded that Sir 
Clement Willoughby, with his uſual aſſiduity, was 
come to attend us to the Haymarket ; but, in a 
few moments, what was our ſurpriſe, to ſee our 
chamber- door flung open, and the two Miſs Brangh- 
tons enter the room ! they advanced to-me with 

reat familiarity, ſaying, ** = do you do, cou- 

n f ſo wel ve caught you at the glaſs !----well, 
I'm determined I'll tell my brother of that!“ 

Miſs Mirvan, who had never before ſeen them, 
and could not, at firſt, imagine who they were, 
looked ſo much aſtoniſhed, that I was ready to 
laugh myſelf, till the eldeſt ſaid, We're come 
to take you to the opera, Miſs ; papa and my 
brother are below, and we are to call for your 
grand-mama as we go along.“ 

Tam very ſorry,” anſwered I, “that you 
ſhould have taken ſo much trouble, as I am enga- 
ged already. b We | : p< — g 
“ Engaged ! Lord, Miſs, never mind that,” 
cried the youngeſt, this young lady wiil make 
your cue I dare ſay; it's only doing as one 
would be done by, you know. | 
„ Indeed, Ma'am;” ſaid Miſs Mirvan, - 4 I 
ſhall myſelf be very ſorry to be deprived of Miſs 
Anville's company this evening.“ | 
* Well, Miſs, that is not ſo very good natured 
in you,” ſaid Miſs Branghton, “ conſidering we 
only come to give our couſin pleaſure ; it's no good 
to us; it's all upon her account; for we came; I 
don't know how much round about to take her 
u 125 4 | | 
wel Jam extremely obliged to you,” ſaid I, “ and 
very ſorry you have loſt ſo much time; but 1 


cannot poſſibly help it, for I engaged myſelf with- 
1 Fax 3 f 


out knowing you would call.“ 
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% Lord, what ſigniſies that? ſaid Miſs Polly, 
ce you're no old maid, and ſo you need n't be ſo very 
formal: befides, I dare ſay thoſe you are engaged - 
to, a'n't half ſo near related to you as we are. 

Imuſt beg you not to preſs me any further, 
for 1. aſſure you itis not in my power to attend 
ou.” 

cc Why we came all cunt of the city on purpoſe: 


A 


beſides, your grand- mama expects you und, 55 


pray, what are we to ſay to her?“ 

Tell her, if you pleaſe, that I am much con- 
cerned, but that I am pr-engaged.“ 

« And who to? demanded tha 
Branghton. 

« To Mrs. Mirvan,---and a large party,” 

e And, pray, what are you all going to do, that 
it would be ſuch a mighty matter for you to come 
along with us?“ 

We are going to to the opera.“ 


« O dear, if that be all, why can't we ve go all | 


1 en 4:90 
was extremely. Jliſtontented at this forward and 


ignorant behaviour, and yet their rudeneſs verymuch 
leſſened my concern at refuſing them, indeed, their 
dreſswas ſuch as would have rendered their ſcheme 
of - accompanying, our party impracticable, even if 
L had deſired it; and this, as they did not them- 
ſelves find out, I was obliged in terms the leaſt 
mortifying I could think of, to tell them. 

They were very much chagrined, and aſked 
where I: ſhould fit ??? [1 

In the pit,” anſwered I. 

In the pit !“ repeated Miſs . 6 5 
really, I muſt own 1 ſhould never have ſuppoſed 
that my gown was not good enough for the pit: 
but come, Polly, let's go; if Miſs does not think 

us 


abrupt Miſs 


* 
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us fine enough for her, why to be ſurc ſhe may 
chuſe.”” YOT+1 3 1 | 
- - Surpriſed at this ignorance, I would have ex- 
plained to them that the pit at the opera required 
the ſame dreſs as the boxes ; but they were ſo much 
affronted they would not hear me, and, in great diſ- 
pleaſure, left the room, ſaying they would not have 
troubled me, only they thought I ſhould not be ſo 
proud with my on relations, and that they had at 
leaſt as good a right to my company as ſtrangers 
I endeavoured to apologize, and would have ſent 
a long meſſage to madame Duval; but they haſ- 
tened away without liſtening to me; and I could 
not follow them down ſtairs, becauſe I was not 
dreſſed, The laſt words I heard them ſay, were, 
„ well, her grand-mama will be in a fine paffion, 
that's one*goed'thibg?? TO 2 3D 7 
Though i was extremely mad at this viſit, yet 
I fo heartily rejoiced at their going, that I would 
not ſuffer myſelf to think gravely about it. 
Soon after, Sir Clement actually came, and we 
all went down ſtairs. Mrs. Mirvan ordered tea, and 
we were engaged in a very lively converſation, when 
the ſervant anounced Madame Duval, who in- 
ſtantly followed him into the room. £8 
Her face was the colour of ſearlet, and her eyes 
ſparkled with fury. She came up to me with a 


” . haſty ſtep; faying, ** So, Miſs, you refuſes to come 


to me, do you ? And pray who are you, to dare 
todiſobey me ?” VER, AS 1 

I was quite frightened ;--] made no anſwer 31 
even attempted to riſe, ard could not, but ſat ſtil}, 
mute and motionleſs. | & TRA? 
Every body, but Miſs Mirvan, feemed-in the ut- 
moſt aſtoniſhment; and the Captain, raiſing and 
approaching Madame Duval, with a voice of au- 

| | a thority, 
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thority, ſaid, ** Why how now, Mrs. Turke 
Cock, what's put you into this here fluſter ? P 
« It's nothing to you,” anſwered ſhe, ©* ſo you 
may as well hold your tongue, for I ſhan't be called 
to no account about you, I affure you.” 
There you're out Madam Fury,“ returned 
he, „for you muſt know I never ruffer any body 
to be in a paſſion in my houſe but myſelf.” 5 
« But you all, cried the, in a great rage, 
« for I'll be in as great a paſſion as ever I pleaſe, 
without aſking your leave, ſo don't give yourſelf - 
no more airs about it. And as for you, Miſs,” 
aagin-advancing to me I order you to follow me 
this moment, or elſe 'Il make you repent it all 


your life.” And, and with theſe words, the flung 
out of the room. | | 


4 


I was in ſuch extreme terror at being addreſſed and 
threatened in a manner to which J am ſo wholl 
unuſed, that I almoſt thought I ſhould have fainted.” 
Dont be alarmed, my love,” cried Mrs. Mir- 
van, but ſtay where you are, and I will follow 
Madame Duval, and try to bring her to feaſon.“ 

_ Miſs Mirvan took my hand, and moſt kindly 
endeavoured to raiſe my ſpirits. Sir Clement, too, 
approached me, with an air ſo intereſted in my diſ- 
treſs, that I could not but fee} myſelf obligedto . 
him, and, taking my other. hand, ſaid, „For 
Heaven's ſake, my dear Madam, compoſe your- 
ſelf; ſurely the violence, of ſuch a wretch ought 


merely to move your contempt : ſhe can have no 


right, I imagine, to lay her commands upon you, 
and I only wiſh that you would allow me leave to 
ſpeak to her.“ 


O no! not for the world ! indeed, I believe, 
AI am afraid—I had better follow her.” of 
Follow her! Good God, my dear Miſs An- 
ville, would you truſt yourſelfwith a mad woman? 
| | for 


% 


313 EB B!L!1oN A. 

for what elſe can you call a creature whoſe paſ- 

ſions are ſo infolent ? No, no; ſend her word at 

once to leave the houſe, and tell her you deſire 
that ſhe will never fee you again. 

« OSir | you don't know who you talk of !— 
it would ill become me to ſend Madame Duval 
ſuch a meſſage.” ” 1 5 

But why,” cried he, (looking very inquiſitive,) 
& why ſhould you ſcruple to treat her as ſhe de- 
ſerves ?” - | 
I then found that his aim was to diſcover the 
nature of her connection with me; but I felt ſo 
much aſhamed of my near relationſhip to her, that 
I could not perſuade myſelf to anſwer him, and 
only entreated that he would leave her to Mr. 
Mirvan, who juſt then entered, : 

Before ſhe could ſpeak to me, 'the Captain called 
out, well, Goody, what have you done with 
Madame French? is ſhe cooled a little? cauſe, if 
ſhe be n*t*_I have juſt thought of a moſt excellent 

device to bring her to.“ | 

« My dear Evelina,” ſaid Mrs. Mirvan, I 
have been vainly endeavouring to appeaſe her; I 
pleaded your engagement, and promiſed your fu- 
ture attendance : but I am ſorry to ſay, my love, 
that I fear her rage will end in a total breach 
(which I think you had better avoid) if the is any 
© further oppoſed.” -- | 4 * LEST 

. Then I will go to her, Madam,“ cried I, 
«and, indeed, it is now no matter, for I ſhould not 
be able to recover my ſpirits ſufficiently to enjoy 
much pleaſure any where this evening.” | 

Sir Clement began a very warm expoſtulation; 
and entreaty, that I would not go; but I begged 
him to debit, and told him, very honeſtly-thar, 
if my compliance were not indiſpenſibly 7 
9 mer T3577} N 1 oyuid 
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L ſhould require no perſuaſion to ſtay. He then 
took my hand, to lead me down ſtairs; but the 
Captain deſired him to be quiet, laying he would 
'ſquire me himſelf, „ becauſe” he added exult- 
ingly rubbing his hands, I have a wipe ready 
for the old Jady, which may ſerve her to chew as 
ſhe- goes along.“ in 
We found. ber in the parlour. „O, you're 
come at laſt, Miſs, are you ?—fine airs you give 
yourſelf, indeed ?—ma foi, if you had n't come, 
you might have ſtayed, I aſſure you, and have 
n a beggar for your pains.” | 5 
Hey dey, Madam.“ cried the captain, (pran- 
cing forward, with a look of great glee,) © what, 
a'n't you got out of that there paſhon yet ! why 
then, 1'Il tell you what to do to cool yourſelf ; cal 
upon your old friend, Monſieur Slippery, who w 
with you at Ranelagh, and give my ſervice to him, 
and tell him, if he ſets any ſtore by your. health, 
that I deſire he?ll give you ſuch another ſouſe as he 
did before: he'll know what I mean, and I'Il war- 
rant you he*lt do it for my ſake.“ | | 
Let him, if he dares,” cried Madame Duval; 
„but I ſhan't ſtay to anſwer you no more; you 
are a vulgar fellow,—and ſo child, let us leave 
him to himſelf.” 845 
Fark ye, Madam, cried the Captain you'd 
belt not call names, becauſe d' ye ſee, if you do, 
I ſhall make bold to ſhew you the door. 
She changed colour, and: ſaying, ** Pardie, I 
can..ſhew it. myſelf,” hurried. out of the room, 
and 1 followed her into a hackney-coach. But be- 
fore we drove off, the Captain looked out of the 
parlour window, called out, D'ye hear, Madam, 
—don't forget my meſſage to Monſicur,”.... t 


©. 
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3 Fou will believe our ride was not the moſt 


agreeable in the world; indeed, it would be dif- 
ficult to ſay which was leaſt pleaſed, Madame Du- 
val or me, though the reaſons of our diſcontent 
were ſo different: however, Madame Duval ſoon 
got the ſtart of me ; for we had hardly turned out 
of Queen-Anne-ſtreet, when a man, running full 


ſpeed, ſtopt the coach. He came up to the win- 


xounger aſter, 


dow, and I ſaw he was the Captain's fervant. He 
had a broad grin on his face and panted for breath, 
Madame Duval demanded his buſineſs ; - „Ma- 
dam,” anſwered he, my maſter defires his com- 
fliments to you, and,—and—and he ſays he wiſhes 
it well over with you. He! he! he! 
Madame Duval inſtantly darted forward, and 
ve him a violent blow on the face; Take that 
ack for your anſwer, firrah,” cried ſhe, „and 
learn to grin at your betters another time. Coach- 
man, drive on!? rt . g n 

The ſervant was in a violent paſſion, and ſwore 
terribly; but we were ſoon out of hearing. 

The rage of Madame Duval wes greater than 
ever, and ſhe inveighed againſt the Captain with 
fuch fury, that I was even apprehenſive ſhe would 
have returned to his houſe, purpoſely to reproach 
him, which ſhe repeatedly threatened to do; nor 
would ſhe, I believe, have hefitated a moment, 
but that, notwithſtanding her violence, he has 
really made her afraid of. Rim. | | — 

en we came to her lodgings we found all the 
Branghtons in the paſſage, impatiently waiting for 
us, with the door open. | 

«© Only fee, here's Miſs “ cried the brother. 


Well, I declare I thought as much !” ſaid the 
| Why, 
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« Why, Miſs,” faid Mr Bravghton,** I think 
you might as well have come with your couſins at 
once; it's throwing money in the dirt, to pay two 
coaches for one fare.“ | | 

« Lord, father,” cried the ſon, make no 
words about that; for I'll pay for the coach 
Miſs had.“ 3 4 

O, I know very well,” anſwered Mr. Brangh- 
ton, that you're always more ready to ſpend 
than to earn. * 

I then interfered, and begged that I might my- 
ſelf he allowed to pay the fare, as the expence 
was incurred upon my account; they all ſaid #0 
and propoſed that the ſame coach ſhould carry us 
on to the opera. << 1 
While this paſſed, the Miſs Branghtons were 
examining my dreſs, which, indeed was very 
improper for my company; and as I was ex- 
tremely unwilling to be ſo conſpicuous amongſt 
them, I requeſted Mad:zme Duval to . borrow a 
hat or bonnet for me of the people of the houſe. 
But ſhe never wears either herfeir, and thinks 
them very Engliſb and barbarous; therefore ſhe 
inſiſted that I ſhould go full drefled, as I had pre- 
pared myſelf for the- pit, though I made many 
objections. 

We were then all crowded into the ſame carri- 
age; but when we arrived at the opera-houſe, I 
contrived to pay the coach- man. They made a 
great many ſpeeches ; but Mr. Branghton's reflec- 
oo had determined me not to be indebted to 

im. . 2 85 
If I had not been too much chagrined to laugh, 
I ſhould have been extremely diverted at their ig- 


norance of whatever belongs to an opera. In the 


firſt place, they could not tell at what door we 
| ought 
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Qught to enter, and we wandered about for ſome 
time, without knowing which way to turn: they 
did not choſe to apply to me, though I was the 
only perſon of the party who had ever before 
been at an opera; becauſe they were unwilling to 
ſuppoſe that their country cauſin, as they were leaf 
ed to call me,: ſhould be hetter acquainted with 
any London public place than themſelves. I was 
very indifferent and careleſs upon this ſubject, but 
not a little uneaſy at-finding my dreſs, ſo different 
from that of the company to which I belonged, 
attracted general notice and obſervation. 
In a ſhort time however we arrived at one of 
the door-keeper's bars. Mr. Branghton demand- 
ed for what part of the houſe they took money? 
They anſwered the pit, and ragarded us all with 
great earneſtneſs. The ſon then advancing, faid, 
« dir, if pou pleaſe, I beg that I may treat Miſs.” 

„We'll ſettle that another time, anſwered Mr. 
Branghton, and put down to a guinea. 

Two tickets of admiflion were given: to him. 

ST ** 2 8 8 5 

Mr. Drangaton, in his turn, now ſtared at the 
. daor-keeper, and demanded what he meant by 
giving him only two tickets for a guinea ? 
Only two, Sir!“ ſaid the man,“ why don't 
you know that the tickers are half a guinea each? 
„Half a guinea each!“ repeated Mr. Brangh- 
ton, „why I never heard of ſuch a thing in my 
life | And pray, Sir, how many will they admit!“ 

6 Juſt as uſual, Sir, one perſon each,” 
' 46 But one perſon for half a guinea l- Why 1 
only want to fit in the pit, friend.” 5 

Had not the ladies better fit in the gallery, 
Sir; for they'll hardly chuſe to go into the pit with 
their hats on * n, 
N 3 r * 0, 
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« O, as to that,” cried Miſs Branghton, if 
our hats are too high, we'll take them off when 

we get in, I ſhan't mind it, for I did my hair on 
purpoſe.” _ 

Another party then approaching, the door-keeper 
could no longerattend to Mr. „ Who tak- 
ing up the guinea, told him it ſhould be long 
enough before he'd ſee it again, and walked 2 
The young ladies in ſome confuſion, expreſſed 
their ſurpriſe, that their papa ſhould not know the 
opera prices, which for their parts they had read in 
the papers a thouſand times. 

* The price of ſtocks,” ſaid he, is enough 
for me to ſee after; aud JI took it for granted it 
was the ſame thing here as at the play-houſe.” 

*©] knew well enough what the price was,“ ſaid 
the ſon, but I would not ſpeak, becauſe I thought 
perhaps they'd take leſs, as we're ſuch a large 


ar 

: Ie ſiſters both laughed very contemptueuſly 

at this idea, and aſked him if he ever heard of 

people's abating any thing at a public place. . 
1 don't know whether I have or no,” an- 

ſwered he, „ but I'm fure if they would, wan 

like it ſo much the worſe.” 

Es Very true, Tom,” cried Mr. Branghton ; 
4 tell a woman that any ching is reaſonable, and: 
he'll be ſure to hate it.” | 

« Well,” ſaid Miſs Polly, 1 hope that Annie 
und Miſs will be of our dey for 0 9 _ 
part with Tom.” | 

Come, come” cried ' Madame Duval, 6 if you 
ſtand talking here, we ſhan't get no place at all. 

Mr. Branghton enquired the way tothe g. 

lery, and when we came to the door-keeper, de- 
manded what was to pay: | 1 

; | £6 


_ 


* 


* 


you have brought us to the one ſhilling, gallery“ 
: . 7 2 | , 
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6 The uſual price, Sir,” ſaid the man, 

© Then give me change,” cried Mr. Branghton, 
again putting down his guinea.: | | 

„For how many, Sir,” 

„ Why—let's ſee, —for fix.” : 

For fix, Sir! why you've given me but a 

inea.” | | 

& But a guinea ! why how much would you 
3 I ſuppoſe jt i'nt half a guinea a piece here 

No, fir, only five ſhillings.” X 

Mr. Branghton again took up his unfortunate 
guinea, and proteſted he would ſubmit to no ſuch 
impoſition. I then propoſed that we ſhould return 


home, but Madame Duval would not conſent, and 


we were. conducted. by a woman who ſells books 
of the opera, to another gallery-door, where after 


- ſome diſputing, Mr. Branghton at laſt paid, and 


we all went up ſtairs. _ 
Madame Duval complained very much of the 
trouble of going ſo high, but Mr. Branghton de- 


fired her not to hold the place too cheap, for 
whatever you may think, cried he, I aſſure 
vou I paid pit price: ſo don't ſuppoſe I come here 


to ſave my money.” 


« Well, to be ſure,” ſaid Miſs Branghton, 


© thers's no judging of a place by the outſide, elſe, 


I muſt needs ſay, there's nothing very extraordi- 
— in the ſtair- caſe.“ 8 Th 
ut, when we entered the gallery, their amaze- 


ment and diſappointment became general. Fora 
few inſtants they looked at one another without 


weaking, and then they all broke filence at once. 
« Lord, Papa,” SE Miſs Polly, < why 


In 


» 
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Il be glad to give you two ſhillings, though, 


anſwered he, “to pay. I was neyer ſo fooled out 
of my money before, ſince the hour of my birth. 
Either the door-keeper's a knave, or this is the 
oe; impoſition, that ever was put upon the 
ublic.“ ; | 
Bec Ma foi,” cried Madame Duval, „I never 
fat in ſuch a mean place in all my life,—Why it's, 
as high !—we fhan't ſee nothing.” | 
. 4 Tthought at the time,” ſaid Mr. Branghton, 
that three ſhillings was an exhorbitant price for 
a place in the gallery, but as we'd been aſked fo 
much more at the other doors, why I paid it with- 
out many words, but then, to be ſure, thinks I, 
it never can be like any other gallery, —we ſhall ſee 
ſome crintum- cranlum or other, for our money; 
ey find it's as arrant a take-in as ever I met 
{© Go OST ORG | 
; © Whyit's as like the twelve-penny gallery at 
Drury. lane,” cried the ſon, as two peas are one 
to another. I never knew father ſo bit before.” 
Lord,“ faid Miſs Branghton, I thought it 
would have been quite a fine place,—all over 1 
don't know what,—and done quite in taſte,” 

In this manner they continued to expreſs their 
diſſatis faction till the curtain drew up; aſter which 
their obſervations were very curious. They made 
no allowance for the cuſtoms or even for the lan- 
guage oſ another country, but formed all their re- 

marks upon compariſons with the Engliſh theatre. 
Notwithſtanding all my vexation at having been 
forced into a party ſo very diſagreeable, and that, 
too, from one ſo much fo very much the con- 
trary—yet, would they have ſuffered me to liſten 
I ſhould have forgotten every thing unpleaſant, and 
Felt nothing but delight, in 22 the ſweet voice 
i OD of 
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of Signor Mellico, the firſt ſinger, but they tor. 
"mented me with continual talking.” 
„What a jubbering they make,” cried Mr. 
Branghton, 5 there's no knowing a word the 
-fay. Pray what's the reaſon they can't as well 
ſing in Engliſh ?--but I ſuppoſe the fine folks would 
not like it, if they could underſtand it.” 
„How unatural their action is!” faid the fon, 
25 « hy now, whoever ſaw an Engliſhman put him- 
ſelf in buch out- of- the- way poſtures!” - 
„For my part,” faid iſs Polly, 4 I think 
it's very pretty, only I don't know lat it means. 
| Lord, what does that 'fignify'?” cried her 
ſiſter, „ mayw't one like a thing without being ſo 
5 very particular ?—You may ſee that Mifs likes it, 
and I don't ſuppoſe the knows more of che matter 
than we do.“ 
A gentleman ſoon after was ſo obliging as to 
make room in the front row for Miſs — * 
and me. We had no ſooner ſeated ourſelves, than 
= Miſs Branghton exclaimed “ Good gracious 
only fee !—why, Polly, all the people in the pit 
j are without hats, dreſſe "like: any thing!“ 
Lord, fo they are,” cried” iſs Polly, . well 
1 never ſaw the like !---it's worth bo to the 
opera if one ſaw nothing elſe.“ 
Il was then able to diſtinguiſh the hap 
had left; and I ſaw that Lord Orville: ee 
-himfelf next to Mrs. Mirvan. Sir Clement had 
his eyes perpetually caſt towards the five ſhilling 
75 „ where 1 ſuppoſe he concluded that we 
ſeated, however, before the opera was over, 
I have reaſon to beleive that he bad diſcovered 
me, high and diſtant as 1 was from him. Pro- 
| *bably he * me e by my bead-dreſs. | 
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At the end of the firſt at, as the green curtain 
dropped, to prepare for the dance, they imagined 
that the Opera was done, and, Mr. Branghton ex- 
preſſed great indignation that he had been tricked 
out of his money with ſo little trouble. Now 
if any Engliſhman was to do ſuch an impudent 
thing as this,” ſaid he, why he'd be pelted ;— 
but here, one of theſe outlandiſh gentry may do 
juſt what he pleaſes, and come on, and ſqueak out 
a ſong or two, and then pocket your money with 
out further ceremony.” a 
However, ſo determined he was to be diſſatis- 
fied, that before the concluſion of the third act, he 
found ſtill more fault with the Opera for being too 
long, and wondered Whether they thought their 
ſinging good enough to ſerve us for ſupper. 
Dering the ſymphony of a ſong of Signior Mil- 
lico's in the ſecond act, young Mr. agen 
ſaid, „It's my belief that fellow's going to 
ſing another ſong !—why there's nothing but ſing- 
ing !---I wonder when they'll ſpe . 
his ſong which was ſlow and pathetic, caught _ 
all my attention, and leaned my head forward to 
avoid hearing other obſervations, that I might liſten 
without interruption ; but, upon turning round, 
when the ſong was over, I found that I was the 
object of general diverſion to the whole party; for 
the Miſs Branghton's were 3 and the two 
gentlemen making ſigns and faces at me, implying 
their contempt of my affectation. | 
This diſcovery. rad me to appear as in- 
attentive as themſelves; but I was very much pro- 
voked at being thus prevented enjoying the only 
pleaſure, which, 'in ſuch a party, was within my 
PV o LASERS. a IA 
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* .So, Miſs,” ſaid Mr. Branghton, „ you're 
quite in the faſhion, I ſee ;---ſo you like Operas ? 
well, I'm not ſo polite ; I can't like nonſenſe, let it 
be. never ſo much the taſte,” Fs ck 

„ HgBut pray, Miſs ſaid the ſon, ** what makes 
that fellow look ſo doleful while he's ſinging ?” 

&© Probably becauſe the character he performs 

is in diſtreſs.“ | 
„Why then I think he might as well let alone 
finging till he's in better cue : it's out of all nature 
for a man to be piping when he's in diſtreſs. For 
my part, I never ſing but when I'm merry; yet! 
love a ſong as well as moſt people. 3 
When the curtain dropt, they all rejoiced. 
% How do you like it ?---and how do you like 
it ? paſſed from one to another with looks of the 
utmoſt contempt. ** As for me,” ſaid Mr, Brangh- 
ton, © they've caught me once, but if ever they 
do again, I'll] give em leave to ſing me to Bedlam 
for my pains: for ſuch a heap of ſtuff never did! 
hear; there is n't one ounce of ſenſe in the whole 
Opera, nothing but one continued ſqueaking and 
. ſqualling from beginning to end.“ IN 
| & Tf 1 had been in the pit,” ſaid Madame Du- 
val, I ſhould have liked it vaſtly, for muſic is 
my paſſion 3 but ſitting in ſuch a place as this, is 
quite unbearable.” 8 
Miſs Branghton looking at me, declared, that 
The was not genteel enough to admire it, 
| Miſs Polly confeſſed, that, if they would but 
- fing Engliſb, ſhe ſhould like it very wel! 
he brother wiſhed, he could raiſe a riot in 
the houſe, becauſe then he might get his money 
again. 4 e 
"TL, finally, they all agreed, that it was mon- 
Arous dear n 
| During 
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During the laſt dance, I perceived, ſtandin 
near the gallery-door, Sir Clement Willoughby. 
I was extremely vexed, and would have given the 
world to have avoided being ſeen by him: my 
chief objection was, from the apprehenſion that he 
would hear Miſs Branghton call me coufin.----1 
fear you will think this London journey has made 
me grow very proud, but indeed this family is fo. 
low-bred and vulgar, that I ſhould be equally 
aſhamed of ſuch a connexion in the country, or 
any where. And really I had already been ſo much 
chagrined that Sir Clement had been a witneſs of 

Madame Duval's power over me, that I could not 
bear to be expoſed to any further mortification. _ 
As the ſeats. cleared, by parties going away, 
Sir Clement approached nearer to us; the Miſs 

Branghtons obſerved with ſurpriſe, what a fine 
gentleman was come into the gallery, and the 
gave me great reaſon to expect, that they would 
-endeayour to attract his notice, by familiarity with _ 
me, whenever he ſhould join us; and fo, I formed 
a ſort of plan, to prevent any converſation. I am 
afraid you will think it wrong; and ſo I do myſelf, 
now,---but, at that time, I only conſidered how I 

might avoid immediate humiliation. 

As ſoon as he was within two ſeats of us, he 
ſpoke to me, I am very happy, Miſs Anville, 
to have found you, for the Ladies below have each 

an humble attendant, and therefore I am come to 
offer my ſervices here.” A 

© Why then,” cried I, {not without heſitating) 
if you pleaſe,---I will join them.“ 

* Will you allow me the honour of conducting 

vou“ cried he eagerly; and inſtantly taking my 
hand, he would have marched away with me ; but 
I'turned to Madame Duval, and ſaid; “ As our 
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party is ſo large, Madam, if you will give me leave, 
I will go down to Mrs. Mirvan, that I may not 
crowd you in the coach.” | Wot 
And then, without waiting for an anſwer I 
ſuffered Sir Clement to hand me out of the gal- 


tery. - 
Madame Duval, I doubt not, will be very an- 


— 


525 and ſo I am with myſelf, now, and therefore 


cannot be ſurpriſed: but Mr. Branghton, I am 
. fure will eaſily comfort himſelf, in having eſcaped 
the additional coach expence of carrying me to 
Queen-Ann-ſtreet ; as to his daughters, they had 
no time to ſpeak, but I ſaw they were in utter 
amazement. 123 

My intention was to join Mrs. Mirvan, and ac- 
company her home. Sir Clement was in high 
ſpirits and good humour; and, all the way we 
went, I was fool enough to rejoice in ſecret at the 
fucceſs of my plan:; nor 'was it till I got down 
ſtairs, and amidf the ſervants, that any difficulty 
occurred to me of meeting with my friends. 


I then aſked Sir Clement how I ſhould contrive 


to acquaint. Mrs. Mirvan that I had left Madame 
Duval? Wnt: KEE 
1 fear it will be almoſt impoſſible to find her, 
anſwered he; but you can have no objection to 

permitting me to ſee you ſafe home.” 
le then defired his ſervant, who was waiting, 
to order his chariot to draw up. a 
This quite ſtartled me; I turned to him wy 
and ſaid that I could not think of going away with- 
out Mrs. Mirvan. | A 

6 But how can we meet with her?“ cried he; 

ce you will not chuſe to go into the pit yourſelf ; 
I cannot ſend a ſervant there; and it is impoſſible 
for me to go and leave you alone?“ 2 


The 
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The truth of this was indiſputable, and totally 
filenced me. Vet, as ſoon as I could recollect my- 
ſelf, I determined not to go in his chariot, and 
told him I believed I had beſt return to my party 
up ſtairs. | : | 

He would. not hear of this; and earneſtly en- 
treated me not to withdraw the truſt I had repo- 
ſed in him. 5 [ES 

While he was ſpeaking, I ſaw Lord Orville, 
with ſeveral ladies and gentlemen, coming from 
the pit paſſage : unfortunately, he ſaw me too, 
and, leaving his company, advanced inſtantly to- 
wards me, and, with an air and voice of ſurpriſe, 
faid, ** Good God, do I ſee Miſs Anville!” 

I now moſt ſeverely felt the folly” of my plan, 
and. the aukwardneſs of my ſituation ; however, 
I haſtened to tell him, though in a heſitating man- 
ner, that I was waiting for Mrs. Mirvan ! but 
what was my diſapointment, when he acquainted | 
me that ſhe was already gone home! | 

I was inexpreſſibly diſtreſſed; to ſuffer Lord 
Orville to think me ſatisfied with the ſingle pro- 
tection of Sir Clement Willoughby, I could not 
bear; yet I was more than ever averſe to return- 

ing to a party which J dreaded his ſeeing : I ſtood 
ſome moments in ſuſpenſe, and could not help ex- 
claiming, 4+. Good Heaven, what can I do !” | 

« Why, my dear Madam,” cried Sir Clement, 
„ ſhould you be thus uneaſy ?---you will reach 
Queen-Ann-ſtreet almoſt as ſoon as Mrs. Mirvan, 
and I am ſure you cannot doubt being as fafe.” _ 

I made no anſwer, and Lord Orville then ſaid, 
© My coach is here; and my ſervants are ready 
to take any commands Miſs Anville will honour 
me with for them. I ſhall myſelf. go home in a 
chair, and therefore 8 N f 
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How grateful did I feel for a propoſal ſo conſi- 
derate, and made with fo much delicacy | I ſhould 
; grad! have accepted it, had I been permitted, but 
ir Clement would not let him even finiſh his 
ſpeech ; he 3 him with evident diſplea- 
ſure, and ſaid, My Lord, my own chariot: is 
.now at the door.” l 
And juſt then the ſervant came, and told him 
the carriage was ready. He begged to have the ho- 
nour of conducting me to it, and would have taken 
my hand, but I drew it back, ſaying, ** I can't--- 
can't Indeed! pray go by yourſelf---and as to 
me, let me have a char. ; 1 
Impoflible ! ( cried he with vehemencg) I can- 
not think of truſting you with ſtrange chairmen, 
I cannot anſwer it to Mrs. Mirvan,---come, 
dear Madam, we ſhall be home in five minutes.“ 
Again I ſtood ſuſpended. With what joy would 
I then have compromiſed. with my pride, to have 
been once more with Madame Duval and the 
Branghtons, provided I had not met with Lord 
Orville! However, I flatter myſelf that he not 
only ſaw, but pitied my embarraſſment, for he 
faid, in a tone of voice unuſually ſoftened, © To 
offer my ſervices in the prefence of Sir Clement 
Willoughby would be ſuperfluous ; but 1 hope I 
need not aſſure Miſs Anville, how happy it would 
make me to be of the leaſt uſe to her 
I courtfied my thanks. Sir Clement with great 
. eagerneſs preſſed me to go; and while I was thus 
uneaſily deliberating what to do, the dance, I ſup- 
ſe finiſhed, for the people crowded down ſtairs. 
ad Lord Orville then repeated his offer, I ſhould 
have accepted it, notwithſtanding Sir Clements re- 
pugnance ; but I fancy he thought it would-be im- 
pertinent. In a very few minutes I heard 3 
| * uVais 
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Duval's voice, as ſhe deſcended from the gallery; 
6% Well,” cried I, haſtily, << if I muſt go---. I 
ſtopt, but Sir Clement immediately handed me 
into his chariot, called out, Queen-Ann-ſtreet,”. 
and then jumped in himſelf. Lord Orville, with 
a bow and half a ſmile, wiſhed me good night, 

My concern was fo great, at being ſeen and left by 
Lord Orville in fo ſtrange a ſituation, that I ſhould 
have been beſt pleaſed to have remained wholly ſi- 
lent during our ride home : but Sir Clement took 
care to prevent that. : 

He began by making many complaints of my 
unwillingneſs to truſt myſelf with him, and begged | 
to know what could be the reaſon. This queſtion © 
ſo much embarraſſed: me, that I could not, tell 
what to anſwer, but only ſaid, that L was ſorry to 
have taken up ſo much of his time. | 

« OMiſs Anville,” (cried he, taking my hand) 
« if you knew with what tranſport I would dedi-- 
cate to you not only the preſent but all the future 
time allotted to me, you would not injure me by 
making ſuch an apology.” f 

I could not think of a word to ſay to this, nor 
to a 1 * many other equally fine ſpeeches with 
which he ran on, though I would fain have with- 
drawn my hand, and made almoſt continual at- 
tempts ; but in vain, for he actually graſped” it 
between both his, without any regard to my reſiſt- 

ance, , 

Soon after, he ſaid that he believed the coach- 
man was going the wrong way, and he called to 
his ſervant, and gave him directions. Then ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to me, How often, how aſſidu- 
ouſly have I ſought an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
. without the. prefence of that brute Captain 

irvan ! Fortune has now kindly favoured me 

; G 4 | with 
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—— 


with one, and permit me,“ (again ſeizing my 


hand) “ permit me to uſe it, in telling you that [ 


adore you?“ | 
I was quite thinderſtruck at this abrupt and un- 
expected declaration. For ſome! moments I was 
filent, but, when I recovered from my ſurpriſe, I 
faid, „indeed, Sir, if you were determined to 
make me repent leaving my own party fooliſhly, 
you have very well ſucceeded.” 
My deareſt life,” cried he, © is it poſſible 
you can be ſo cruel? Can your nature and your 
countenance be fo totally oppoſite ? Can the ſweet 
bloom upon thoſe charming cheeks, which appears 
as much the reſult of good-humour as of beau- 
Fe O, Six, cried J, interrupting him, © this is + 
very fine; but I had hoped we had had enough of 
this ſort of converſation at the Ridotto, and J did 
not expect you would ſo foon reſume it.“ | 
„What I then ſaid, my ſweet reproacher, was 
the effect of a miſtaken, a prophane idea, that your 
underſtanding held no competition with your beau- 
ty; but now, now that I find you equally incom- 
parable in both, all words, all powers, of ſpeech, 
are too feeble to expreſs the admiration I feel of 
your excellencies.“ Y | 
© Indeed,” cried I, „if you did not talk in one 
language, and think in another, you would never 
ſuppole that I could give credit to praiſe ſo very 
much above my deſert.“ 
This ſpeech, which I made very gravely, occa- 
fioned ſtill ſtronger proteſtations, which he conti- 
nued to pour forth, and J continued to difclaim, 
till I began to wonder that we were not in Queen- 
Ann-ſtreet, and begged he would defire the coach- 
man to drive faſter, . 
8 « And 
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« And does this little moment,” cried he, 
« which is the firſt of happineſs I have ever 
known, does it already appear ſo very long to 
ou?” | 
« I am afraid the man has miſtaken the way, 
anſwered I, „or elſe we ſhould ere now have been 
at our journey's end. I muſt beg you will ſpeak 
to him | 

« And can you think me ſo much my own ene- 
my ?---if my good omg has inſpired the man 
with a defire of prolonging my happineſs, can 
you expect that I ſhould counteract its indul- 

. 

" now. began to apprehend that he had himſelf 
ordered the man to ge a wrong way, and'I was fo 
much alarmed at the idea, that, the very inſtant - 
it occured to me, I let down the glaſs, and, made 
a ſudden effort to open the chariot-door myſelf, 
with a view of jumping into the ſtreet ; but he 
caught hold of me, exclaiming, For Heaven's 
ſake, what is the matter? „ ie 

« ]---I don't know,” cried I, (quite out of 
breath) „ but I'm ſure the man goes wrong, and, 
if you will not ſpeak to him, J am determined I 
will get out myſelf.” ; 5 | 

$6 You amaze me,” anfwered he, (ſtill holding 
me) 1 cannot imagine what you apprehend. 
Surely you can have no doubt of my honour ?” 

He dtew me towards him as he ſpoke. I was 
treadfully frightened, and eould hardly fay, (No, 
Sir, n9,---none at all,---only Mrs. Mirvan,---1 - 
think ſhe will be uneaſy.“ | | 
Wnence this alarm, my deareſt ange} ?--- 
What can you fear ?---my-life is at your devotion, 
and can you, then, doubt my protection?“ ; 

And ſo ſaying, he 3 kiſſed my hand. 

: 5 ; 
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Never, in my whole life, have I been ſo terri- 
fied. I broke forcibly from him, and putting my 
head out of the window, called aloud to the man 
to ſtop. Where we then were I knew not, but I 
= not a human being, or I ſhould have called for 

p. 

Sir Clement with great earneſtneſs, endeavour- 
ed to appeaſe and compoſe me; If you do not 
intend to murder me,” cried I, “ for mercy's, for 
pity's ſake, let me get out.” 2 

.«« Compoſe your ſpirits, my deareſt life,“ crie 
he, and I will do every thing you would have 
me, And then he called to the man himſelf, and 
bid him make haſte to Queen-Ann-Street. ©* This 
ſtupid fellow,” continued he, * has certainly miſ- 
taken my orders; but I hope you are now fully 
ſatisſied.“ . 

I made no anſwer, but, kept my head at the 
window, watching which way he drove, but with- 
out any comfort to myſelf, as I was quite unac- 
quainted with either the right or the wrong, 

Sir Clement now poured forth abundant proteſt- 
ations of honour, and aſſurances of reſpect, en- 
treating my pardon for having offended me, and 
beſeeching my good opinion: but! was quite 
ſilent, having too much apprehenſion to make re- 
proaches, and too much anger to ſpeak without. 
In this manner we went through ſeveral ſtreets, 


till atlaſt; to my great terror, he ſuddenly ordered 


the man to ſtop, and ſaid, Mifs Anville, we 
are now within twenty yards of your houſe ; but 
I cannot bear to part with you, till you generouſly 
forgive me for the offence you have taken, and pro- 
mile not to make it known to the Mirvans.” 
I heſitated between fear and indignation. + 

5 ; e Fay SS 6 Your - 


: — 


* 
8 - * 
1 


CY LT WES _—_— 


“ Your reluctance to ſpeak, redoubles my con- 
trition for having diſpleaſed you, ſince it ſhews 
the reliance I might have on a promiſe which you 
will not give without conſideration.” 

J am very, very much diſtrefled,” cried I 
«© you aſk a promiſe which you muſt be ſenſible I 
ought not to grant, and yet dare not refuſe,” 

% Drive on!“ cried he to the coachman :— 
&« Miſs Anville, I will not compel you; I will 
exact no promiſe, but truſt wholly to your gene- 
R AOL, | Hy 
This rather ſoftened me; which advantage he 
no ſooner perceived, than he determined to avail: 
himſelf of, for he flung himſelf:on his knees, and 
pleaded with ſo much ſubmiſſion, that I was really 
obliged to forgive him, becauſe his humiliation. 
made me quite aſhamed : and, after that, he 
would not let me reſt till I gave him my word: 
that I-would not complain of him to Mrs. Mir- 
Van. 

My own folly and pride, which had put me in 
his power, were pleas which I could not but at- 
tend to in his favour. However, I ſhall take 
very particular care never to be again alone with 


When, at laſt, we arrived at our houſe, I was 
ſa overjoyed that I ſhould certainly have pardoned 
him then, if I had not before. As he handed me 
up ſtairs, he ſcolded his ſervant aloud, and. very 
angrily, for having gone ſo much out.of the way. 

Mi Mirvan ran out to meet me,—and who 
ſhould I fee behind her, but—Lord Orville“! 

All my joy now vaniſhed, and gave place te 
ſhame and confufion-; for I could not endure that 
he. ſhould know. how long a time Sir w_ and 
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I had been together, ſince I was not at liberty to 
aſſign any reaſon for it. | 

They all expreſſed great ſatisfaction at ſeeing 
me, and ſaid they had been extremely uneaſy and 
ſurpriſed that I was ſo long coming home, as the 
had heard from Lord Orville that I was not with, 
Madame Duval. Sir Clement in an affected paſſi- 
on, ſaid that his booby of a ſervant had miſunder- 
ſtood his orders, and was driving us to the upper 
end of Piccadilly. For my part, I only coloured, 
for though I would not forfeit my word, I yet diſ- 
dained to confirm a tale in which I had myſelf no 
belief. | 6 

Lord Orville with great politeneſs, congratu- 
lated me that the troubles of the evening had ſo 
happily ended, and ſaid, that he had found it im- 
poſſible to return home, before he enquired after 
my ſafety. FROZE 1 : | 

In a very ſhort time he took leave, and Sir Cle- 
ment followed him. As ſoon as they were gone, 
Mrs. Mirvan, though with great ſoftneſs, blamed 
me for having quitted Madame Duval. I aſſured 
her, and with truth, that for the future I would 
be more prudent. 1 | 

The adventures of the evening fo much diſcon- 
certed me, that I could not fleep all night. - I am 
under the moſt cruel apprehenſions, leſt Lord Or- 
ville ſhould ſuppoſe my being on the gallery-ſtairs 
with Sir Clement was a concerted ſcheme, and 
even that our continuing ſo long together in his 
chariot, was with my approbation, fince I did not 
ſay a word on the ſubject, nor exprefs any diſſatis- 
faction at the coachman's pretended blunder. 

Vet, his coming hither to wait our arrival. 
though it ſeems to 2 * ſome doubt, ſhews al ſo 
ſome anxiety. Indeed Miſs Mirvan ſays, that he 
appeared 
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appeared extremely anxious, nay uneaſy and impa- 
tient for my return, If I did not fear to flatter 
myfelf I ſhould think it not impoſſible but that he 
had a ſuſpicion of Sir Clement's deſign, and was 
therefore concerned for my ſafety. | 2 

What a long letter is this! however, I ſhall 
not write many more from London, for the Cap- 
tain ſaid this morning, that he would leave town 
on Tueſday next. Madame Duval will dine here 
to-day, and then ſhe is to be told his intentions. 

Jam very much amazed that ſne accepted Mrs. 
Mirvan's invitation, as ſhe was in ſuch wrath yeſ- 
terday, I fear that to-day, I ſhall myſelf be the: 
principal object of her diſpleaſure ; but I muſt 
ſubmit patiently, for I cannot defend myſelf. | 

Adieu, my deareſt Sir. Should this letter be 
productive of any uneafineſs to you more than 
ever, I ſhall repent the heedleſs imprudence which 
it recites. | | 


L.RT T. $5 KEE 
Evelins in continuation. 
Monday Morning, April 18. 


Mus. Mirvan has juſt comunicated to me an 
anecdote concerning Lord Orville, which has much 
ſurpriſed, half 5s Hy and half pained me. | 
While they were ſitting together during the 
Opera, he told her that he had been greatly con- 
cerned at the impertinence which the young lady 
under her protection hed ſuffered from Mr. Lovel; 
but that he had the pleaſure of — her, ſhe 
r 


had no future diſturbance to apprehend from _ 
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Mrs. Mirvan with great eagerneſs, begged he 
would explain himſelf, and ſaid ſne hoped he had 
not thought ſo inſignificant an affair worthy his 

ſerious attention, 2 
There is nothing,” anſwered he, “ which re- 
22 more immediate notice than impertinence, 

or it ever encroaches when it is tolerated.” He 
then added, that he believed he ought to apologize 
for the liberty he had taken of interfering, but 
that, as he regarded himſelf in the light of a party 
concerned, from having.had the honour of dancing 
with Miſs Anville, he could not poſſibly reconcile 
to him a patient neutrality... 7 
lle then proceeded. to tell her, that he had. 
waited upon Mr. Lovel the morning after the 
play; that the viſit had. proved an amicable one 
but the particulars were neither entertaining nor 
neceſſary; . hE only aſſured her, Miſs Anville 
might be perfectly eaſy, ſince Mr, Lovel had en- 
gaged his honour never more to mention, or even 
to hint at what had paſſed at Mrs. Stanley's af- 
ſembly. | | ; 

Mrs. Mirvan expreſſed her ſatisfaction at this 
concluſion, and. thanked him for his polite atten- 
tion to her young friend. | 2 

It would be needleſs,” ſaid he, to requeſt 

that this affair may never tranſpire, ſince Mrs. Mir- 
van cannot but ſee the neceſſity of keeping it in- 
violably ſecret; but I thought it incumbent upon 
me, as the young lady is under your protection, 
to aſſure both you and her of Mr. Lovel's future 
reſpect. N | 

Had I known of this viſit previous to Lord Or- 
ville's making it, what dreadful uneaſineſs would 
it have coſt me! Yet that he ſhould ſo much in- 
tereſt himſelf from ſecuring me from offence, gives 

| | Me, 


* * 


* 


20. © en | 135 


me I muſt own, an internal] pleaſure greater than 
I can expreſs, for I feared he had too contemp- 
tuous an opinion of me, to take any trouble upon 
my account. Though, after all, this interference 
might rather be to ſatisfy his own delicacy, than 
from thinking well of me. 8 
But how cool, how quiet, is true courage]! Who, 
from ſeeing Lord Orville at the play, would have 
imagined his reſentment would have hazarded his 
life ? yet his diſpleaſure was evident, though his 
real bravery and politeneſs equally guarded him 
from entering into any diſcuſſion in our preſence, 
Madame Puval, as I expected, was moſt ter- 
rible angry yeſterday ; ſhe ſcolded me for I believe 
two hours, on account of having left her, and pro- 
teſted ſhe had been ſo much ſurpriſed at my going 
without giving her time to anſwer, that ſhe hardly 
knew whether ſhe was awake or aſteep. But ſhe 
aſſured me, that if ever I did ſo again, ſhe would 
never more take me into public. And ſhe expreſſed 
an equal degree of diſpleaſure againſt Sir Clement, 
becauſe he had not even ſpoken to her, and becauſe 
he was always of the Captain's ſide in an argument. 
The Captain, as bound in honour, warmly de- 
fended him, and then followed a diſpute in the 
. uſual ſtyle. ; - | 
After Dinner, Mrs. Mirvan introduced the ſub- 
ject of our leaving London. Madame Duval ſaid 
ſhe would ſtay a month or two longer. The Cap- 
tain told her ſhe was welcome, but that he and his 
family ſhould go into the country on Tueſday 
morning. | 
A moſt diſagreeable ſcene followed. Madame 
Duval inſiſted upon keeping me with her; but Mrs. 
Mirvan faid, that as 1 was actually engaged on a 
vitt to Lady Howard, who bad only conſented to 
© | 8 „ 
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my leaving her for a few days, ſhe could not thin . 
of returning without me. - 8 
Perhaps if the Captain had not interfered; the 
good- breeding and mildneſs of Mrs. Mirvan might 
have had ſome effect upon Madame Duval; but 
he paſſes no opportunity of provoking her, and 
therefore made ſo many groſs and rude ſpeeches, 
all of which ſhe retorted, that, in conclution, ſhe 
vowed ſhe would ſooner go to law, in right of her 
relationſhip, than that I ſhould be taken away from. 
her. | | 

I heard this account from Mrs. Mirvan, whe. 
was ſo kindly conſiderate as to give me a pretence 
for quitting the room, as ſoon as this diſpute begun, 
leſt Madame Duval ſhould refer to me, and inſiſt 
on my obedience. - | > | 
The final refult of the converſation, was, that, 
to ſoſten matters for the preſent, Madame Duval 
ſhould make one of the party for Howard Grove, 
whither we are poſitively to go next Wedneſday. 

Mrs. Mirvan is now writing to Lady Howard, 
to excuſe bringing this unexpected gueſt, and to 
prevent the diſagreeable ſurpriſe, , which muſt, 
otherwiſe attend her reception. This dear lady 
ſeems eternally ſtudying my happineſs and advan- 


tage. | {1 

To night we go to. the Pantheon, which is the 
laſt diverſion we ſhall partake of in London for 
__ to-morrow | | 


* 
. 


%*  #® * * 


This moment, my deareſt Sir, I have received 
your kind letter. : e 
If you thought us too d iſſi pated the firſt weck, 
I almoſt. fear to know what you will think of us 
I this. 


* 
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this ſecond ;---however, the Pantheon this even- 
ing will probably be the laſt public place which I 
ſhall ever fee. 

The aſſurance of your ſupport and protection in 
regard to Madame Duval, though what I never 
doubted, excites my utmoſt gratitude : how, in- 
deed, cheriſhed under your roof, the happy ob- 
ject of your conſtant indulgence, how could I have 
Lars to become the flave of her tyrannical hu- 
mours ?---pardon me that I ſpeak ſo hardly of her, 


but whenever the idea of paſting my ways with her 


occurs to me, the compariſon which naturally fol- 
lows, takes from-me all that forbearance, which 
believe I owe her, SE OY 

"You are already diſpleaſed with Sir Clement; to 


be fure, then, his behaviour after the opera will 


48 
1 


21 
By 


not make his peace with you, Indeed the more 


. 


I reflect upon it, the more angry I. am. I was e- 


ny in his power, and it was cruel in him to 
' cauſe me ſo much terror. Es: . | 
O my deareſt Sir, were I but worthy the prayers 


— 


and the wiſhes you offer for me, the utmoſt am- 


bition of my heart would be fully ſatished ! but I 
greatly fear you will find me, now that T am out 
of the reach of your aſſiſting prudence, more weak 
and imperfect than you could have expected. 


I have not now time to write an6ther word, for 
I muſt immediately haſten to dreſs for the evening. 


we © 
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Evelina in continuation. 


, 


| Queen-Anne-Street, Tueſday April 19, 
TH ERE is ſomething to me half melancho! ® 


in writing an account of our laſt adventures in 
London; however, as this day is merely appro- 

priated to packing, and preparations for our journey, 
| and as I ſhall ſhortly have no more adventures to 
| write, I think I may as well compleat my town. 
| journal at once. And when you have it all to- 
gether I hope, my dear Sir, you will ſend me 
your obſervations and thoughts upon it to Howard 
Grove. #4 We: 

About eight o'clock we went to the Pantheon. 
I was extremely ſtruck with the beauty of the 


building, which greatly ſurpaſſed whatever I could 
have expected or imagined, Yet it has more the 
appearance of a 4 than of a place of diver- 
ſion; and though I was quite charmed with the 
magnificence of the room, I felt that I could not 
be as gay and thoughtleſs there a5 at Ranelagh, for 
there is ſomething in it which rather inſpires awe 
and ſolemnity, than mirth and pleaſure, How-- 
ever perhaps it may only have this effect upon 
ſuch a novice as myſelf. . | 
I ſhould have ſaid, that our party conſiſted only 
of the Captain, Mrs. and Miſs Mirvan, as Ma- 
dame Duval ſpent the day in the city: which I 
own I could not lament. e : 
There was a great deal of compare but the 
firſt perſon we ſaw was Sir Clement Willoughby. 
_ He addreſſed us with his uſual eaſe, . 
1 5 . or 
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for the whole evening, I felt myſelf very uneaſy 
in his preſence; for [ could not look at him, nor 
hear him ſpeak, without rocollecting the chariot 
adventure; but, to my great amazement I ob- 
ſerved that he looked at me without the leaft ap- 
parent diſcompoſure, though certainly he ought 
not to think of his behaviour without bluſhing. 
] really wiſh I had not forgiyen him, and then he 
could not have ventured to ſpeak to me any more. 
There was an exceeding good concert, but too 
much talking to hear it well. Indeed I am quite 
aſtoniſhed to find how little muſic is attended to in. 
filence ; for though every body ſeems to admire, 
hardly any body liſtens. 
=. wid not ſee Lord Orville, till we went into 
the tea-room, which is large, low, and under 
ground, and ſerves merely as a foil to the apart- 
ments above; he then ſat next to us; he ſeemed 
to belong to a large party, chiefly of ladies, but 
among the gentlemen attending them, I perceived 
Mr. Lovel. | 18 72 
I was extremely irreſolute whether or not 1 
ought to make any acknowledgements to Lord Or- 
ville for his generous conduct in ſecuring me from 
the future impertinence of that man; and I thought, 
that as he had ſeemed to dow Mrs. Mirvan to ac- 
quaint me, though no one elſe, of the meaſures 
which he had taken, he might perhaps ſuppoſe 
me ungrateful if ſilent: however, I might have 
ſpared myſelf the trouble of deliberating, as I never 
once had the ſhadow of an opportunity of ſpeaking 
unheard by Sir Clement. On the contrary, he 
was ſo exceedingly officious and forward, that I 
could not fay a word to any body, but inſtantly. 
he bent his head forward, with an air of profound 
attention, as if I had addreſſed myſelf TY to 
8 | * Im: 
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able to by-ſtanders,--** 


accuſtomed, in all probability, to the firſt rank 


— 
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him.: and yet I never once looked at him, and 
would not have ſpoken to him on any account. 
Indeed, Mrs. Mirvan herſelf, though unac- 


quainted with the behaviour. of Sir Clement after 


the opera, ſays it is not right for a young woman 
to be ſeen fo frequently in public with the ſame 
pratleman ; and, if our ſtay in town was to be 
engthened, ſhe would endeavour to repreſent to 
the Captain the impropriety of allowing his con- 


- ſtant attendance ; for Sir Clement, with all his 
eaſineſs, could not be ſo eternally of our parties, if 


the Captain was lefs fond of his company. 
At the ſame table with Lord Orville ſat a gen- 
tleman,---I call him ſo only becauſe he was at the 


ſame table,--who almoſt from the moment I was 
ſeated, fixed his eyes ſtedfaſtly on my face, and 


never once removed them to any other object dur- 
ing tea- time, notwithſtanding my diſlike of his ſtar- 


ing muſt, I am ſure, have been very evident. [I 


was quite ſurpriſed, that a man whoſe boldneſs was 


. fo offenſive, could have gained admiffion into a 


party of which Lord Orville made one; for I na- 
turally concluded him to be ſome low-bred, and 
uneducated man; and 1 thought my idea was in- 
dubitably confirmed, when I heard him ſay to Sir 
Clement Willoughby in an audible ꝛobiſper, -- which 
is a mode of ſpeech very diſtreſſing and diſagree- 
þ or Heaven's ſake, Wil- 

Joughby, who is that lovely creature? © Ys 
But what was my amazement, when, liſten- 
ing attentively for the anſwer, though my head 


was turned another way, I heard Sir Clement ſay, 
< Iam ſorry I cannot inform your Lordſhip, but 


* 


I am ignorant myſelf.” 


Toraſbip !—how extraordinary that a nobleman, 


of 


— 
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of company in the kingdom, from his earlieſt in- 
fancy, can poſfibly be deficient in good manners, 
however faulty in morals and principles! Even Sir 
Clement Willoughby appeared modeſt in compari- 
ſon of this perſon. $9.4 
During tea, a converſation was commenced up- 
on the times, faſhions, and public places, in which 
the company of both tables joined. It began by 
Sir Clement's enquiring of Miſs Mirvan and of 
me if the Pantheon had anſwered our expectations. 
We both readily agreed that it had greatly ex- 
ceeded them. 1 | 
« Ay, to be ſure,” faid the Captain, „h 
u don't ſuppoſe they'd confeſs they did'nt like 
It, do you? 'Whatever's the faſhion, they muſt 
like of courſe ;---or elſe Pd be bound for it they'd 
-own, that there never was ſuch a dull place as this 
here invented.” | | 
« And has, then, this building,” ſaid Lor 
Orville, no merit that may ſerve to lefſen your 
cenſure? Will not your eye, Sir, ſpeak ſomething - 
in its favour ?” IE 
«© Eye,” cried the Lord, (I don't. know his 
name, ] “ and is there any eye here, that can find 
any pleaſure in looking at dead walls or ſtatues, 
when ſuch heavenly living objects as I now ſee de- 
mand all their admiration.” 3 5 
„O, certainly,” ſaid Lord Orville, “ the life- 
leſs ſymmetry of architecture, however beautiful 
the Jekga and proportion, no man would be ſo 
mad as to put in competition with the animated 
charms of nature: but when, as to-night the 
eye may be regaled at the ſame time, and in one 
view, with all the excellence of art, and all the 


perfection of nature, I cannot think that either ſuf-. - - 


fer by being ſeen together.” | 
Ke | “I grant, 
\ 
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« grant, my Lord, ſaid Sir Clement, that 
the cool eye of unimpaſſioned philoſophy may view 
both with equal attention, and equal ſafety; but, 
where the heart is not ſo well guarded, it is apt to 
interfere, and render, even to the eye, all objects 
but one infipid and unintereſting.” = 

Aye, aye,” cried the Captain, „you may 


talk what you will of your eye here, and our eye 


there, and, for the matter of that, to be ſure you 
have two,—but we all know.they both ſquint one 
way.“ . * ; 
% Far be it from me,” ſaid Lord Orville, „ to 
diſpute the magnetic power of beauty, which ir- 
reſiſtibly draws and attracts whatever has ſoul and 
ſympathy : and I am happy to acknowledge, that 
though we have now no gods to occupy a manſion 
profeſſedly built for them, yet we have ſecured 


their better halves, for we have goddeſſes to whom 


we almoſt willingly bow down.” And.then, with 
a very droll air, he made a profound reverence to 
the ladies. E 

' 66 They'd need be goddeſſes with a vengeance, 
ſaid the Captain, for they're mortal dear to look 
at. Howſomever, I ſhould be glad to know what 


you can ſee in e'er a face among them that's worth 
half a guinea for the ſight.” | 


« Half a guinea,” exclaimed that ſame Lord, 
„ J would give half I am worta, for a fight of 


only one, provided I make my own choice. And, 


prithee, how can money be better employed than 
in the ſervice of fine women ?”” 
ce Tf the ladies of his on party can pardon the 
Captain's ſpeech,” faid Sir Clement, <* I think he 
has a fair claim to the forgiveneſs of all“ 
Then you depend very much, as I doubt not 
Orville, „upon the ge- 
5 e 
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believe all that. 
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neral ſweetneſ: of the ſex - -but, as to the ladies 
of the Captain's party, they may eaſily pardon, 


for they cannot be hurt.“ | 


« But they muſt have a deviliſh good conceit 
of themſelves, though,” ſaid the Captain, to 
ae whether or no, I 
ſhould be glad to be told, by ſome of. you who 
ſeem to be knowing in them things, what kind of 
diverſion can be found in ſuch a place as this 
here, for one who has had, long ago, his full of 
face-hunting ?” | | 
Every body laughed, but nobody ſpoke. 
„Why look you there, now,” continued the 
Captain, you're all at a dead ſtand l- not a man 
among you can anſwer that there queſtion, Why, 
then, I muſt make bold to conclude, that you all 


come here for no manner of purpoſe but to ſtare 


at one another's pretty faces ;---though, for the 


matter of that, half of 'em are plaguey ugly, 


and, as to t'other half, -I believe it's none of 
God's manufactory.“ | | 

«© What the ladies may come hither for, Sir,” 
faid Mr. Lovel, (ſtroking his ruffles, and looking 
down,) „ it would ill become vs to determine; 
but as to we men, doubtleſs we can have no other 
view, then to admire them.” | 

„If I be. n't miſtaken,” cried the Captain, 
(looking earneſtly in his face,) “you are that ſame 
perſon we ſaw at Love for Love t'other night ; 
be n't you ?” | 
Mr. Lovel bowed. 1 
Why then, Gentlemen,“ continued he, with 
a loud laugh, I muſt tell you a moſt excellent 
good joke ;---when all was over, as ſure as you're. 
alive, he aſked what the play was! Ha, ha, hat” 
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& Sir,” ſaid Mr. Lovel, colouring, « if you 


were as much uſe to a town life as I am,---which, 


I preſume, is not preciſely the caſe.---I fancy you 

would not find fo much diverſion from a circum- 

ſtance fo common.” | | 
„Common]! what, is it common?“ repeated 


the Captain; „ why then, fore George ſuch 
chaps are more fit to be ſent to ſchool, and wel! 


diſciplined with the cat o nine tails, than to poke 
their heads into a play-houſe. Why, a play is 
the only thing left, now-a-days, that has a grain 
of ſenſe in it; for as to all the reſt of your public 


places, dye ſee, if they were all put together, I 
would nt give that for *em !” ſnapping his fingers. 


4 And now we're talking of them ſort of things, 
there's your operas,---I ſhould like to know, now, 


what any of you can find to ſay for them,” 


Lord Orville, who was moſt able to have an- 


ſwered, ſeemed by no means to think the Captain 
© worthy an argument, upon a ſubject concerning 
which he had neither knowledge or feeling: but, 


turning to us, he ſaid, The ladies are ſilent, and 


we ſeem to have engroſſed the converſation to our- 


ſelves, in which we are much more our own ene- 
mies than theirs. But,” addreſſing himſelf to 
Miſs Mirvan and me, I am moſt deſirous to 


hear the opinions of theſe young ladies, to whom 


all public places muſt, as yet, be new.” 
We both, and with eagerneſs, declared that 


we had received as much, if not more pleaſure, 
at the opera than any where: but we had bettec 


have been filent; for the Captain, quite diſpleaſed, 


faid, what ſignifies aſking them girls? Do you 
think they know their own minds yet? Aſk em 
after any thing that's called diverſion, and you re 
- ſure they'll ſay it's vaſtly fine ;--- they are a ſet of 


_ parrots, , 


E Wi L EN. A, 145 


parrots, and ſpeak by rote, for they all ſay the 
ſame thing: but aſk em how they like making 
puddings and pies, and Þ11 warrant you'll poſe em. 
As to them operas, I defire I may hear no more 
of their liking ſuch nonſenſe; and for you Moll,“ 
to his daughter, I charge you, as you value my 
favour, that you'll never again be ſo impertinent 
a8 to have a taſte of your on before my face. 
There are fools enough in the world, without 
your adding to the number. IL'Il have no daugh- 
ter of mine affect them ſort of megrims. It is a 
ſhame they a'nt put down; and if I'd my will, 
there's not a magiſtrate in the town, but ſhould 
be knocked of che head for ſuffering them. If 
you've a mind to praiſe any thing, why you may 
praiſe a play, and welcome, for I like it my- 
ieren bil 3k 188 1 RAY 
his reproof effectually ſilenced us both for the 
reſt of the evening: Nay, indeed, for ſome mi- 
nutes it ſeemed to ſilence every body elſe ; till Mr. 
Lovel, not willing to loſe an opportunity of re- 
turning the Captain's farcaſm, ſaid, + Why, really, 
Sir, it is but natural, to be moſt pleaſed with what 
is moſt familiar, and, I think, of all our diverfi- 
ons, there is not one ſo much in common between 
us and the country, as a play. Not a village but 
has its barns and comedians; and as for the ſtage- 
bulineſs, why it may be pretty equally done atiy 
where; and even in regard to us, and the canarlte, 
conſined as we all are within the ſemi-eirele of a 
theatte, thete is no place where the diſtinction is 
n rot rom Lond to >; 
While the Captain ſeemed conſidering for Mr. 

[Loyei's tmeaning, Lord Orville, probably with a 
view to prevent his finding it, changed the ſubject 
VOI. I. ein 1 1 07 0 FIRES . 4 Vito 
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in't worth thinking about. 
cracks. It is only fit, in my mind, for monkeys, 


make ſuch a fuſs 
that I—its the worſt of all.” 
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to Ron Muſeum, and aſked what he thought of 
it : 


Think 1—” ſaid he, << why I think as how it 
like no ſuch jam 


—though, for aught I know, they too might 


turn up their noſes at it.” 


„% May we aſk your Lordſhip's own opinion?” 


ſaid Mrs. Mirvan. 


« The mechaniſm,” anſwered he, is wonder- 


fully ingenious: I am ſorry it is turned to no better 


account; but its purport is ſo frivolous, ſo very 


remote from all aim at inſtruction or utility, that 


the ſight of ſo fine a ſhew, only leaves a regret on 


the mind, that ſo much work, and ſo much inge- 
. nuity, ſhould not be better beſtowed.” 


«© The truth is,“ ſaid the Captain, „that in 
all this huge town, ſo full as it is of folks of all 


ſorts, there 'n't ſo much as one public place, be- 
ſides the play-houſe, where-a man, that's to ſay 
a man who is a man, ought not to be aſhamed. to 


ſhew his face. T'other day, they got me to a 
ridotto ;, but I believe it will be long enough be- 


fore they get me to another. ] knew no more what 
to do with myſelf, than if my ſhip's company had 
been metamorphoſed into Frenchmen. Then, 


again, there's your famous Ranelagh, -that you 
8 about, - why what à dull place is 


e Ranelagh dull “4e Ranelagh dull 1” was 


echoed from mouth/to-mouth, and all the ladies, as 


if of one accord, regarded the Captain with looks 


of the moſt ironical contempt. 


ee As to Ranelagh,” / ſaid Mr. Lovel, “ moſt 
indubitably, though the price is plebeian, it is by 
no means adapted to the plebeian taſte. It requires 
| a certain 
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a certain acquaintance with high life, and and 
and ſomething of —of —ſomething dur vrai gout, 
to be really ſenſible of its merit. Thoſe whoſe 
—whoſe connections, and ſo forth, are not among 
les gens comme il faut, can fee] nothing but ennui 
at ſuch a place 2s Ranelagh. ; | 
% Ranelagh !” cried Lord „ , tis the 
divineſt place under heaven, —or, indeed, — for 
aught I know—.” | Tet Se 
* O you creature !”” cried a pretty, but affect- 
ed young lady, patting him with her fan, „you 
ſhan't talk ſo ; I know what you are going to ſay ; 
but, poſitively, I wont fit by you, if you're ſo. 
wicked.“ of an +5 1 g 
And how can one fit by you, and be good?“ 
ſaid he, „when only to look at you is enough to 
make one wicked—or with to beſo??? - col 
<< Fie, my Lord!“ returned ſhe, you. are 
really inſufferable. I don't think I ſhall ſpeak to 
you again theſe ſeven years“ * 
«© What a metamorphoſis,” cried Lord Orville, 
0 ſhould you make a patriarch of his Lord- 
aa $57 rib Wo "3123 
Seven years!” ſaid he: dear Madam; be 
contented with telling me you will not ſpeak to me 
after ſeven years, and I will endeavour to ſub- 
©) | oe „ FORE „ 
„O, very well, my Lord,” anſwered ſhe 
“ pray date the end of our ſpeaking to each other 
as early as you pleaſe, I'll promiſe to agree to your 
time. bod Men bas ot en ot 
. You know, my dear Madam,” faid he, fip- 
ping his tea, “ you know I only live in your 
o Hut . 
N 1681 H 27 0, yes, 
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O yes; my Lord, T have long known that. 
But J begin to fear we mall be too late for Rane- 
lagh this evening.” 

* Ono Madam,” ' ſaid Mr. Adel; looking at 


his watch, it is but juſt paſt ten.“ 


C No more?” cried ſe, cc O then we mall do 
very well. Ts 1 Sen 

All the ladies then fart « up, and declared hey 
had no time to loſe, 


66. Why what the D—],” cried the Captain, 


(leaning forward with both his arms on the ta- 


ble,) are you going to Ranelagh- at this time of 


| night po. 


The ladies looked at one another, and ſmiled, 
© TO Ranelagh ??* cried Lord———, Fes, 


and I hope you are going too; for we cannot poſh- 


bly excuſe theſe ladies.” 
21 go to Ranelagh?—If I do rn ben 

Every body now ſtood up, and the ftranger 
LOW, coming round to me, faid, ** You go, I 
hope! 97 | FW 

% No, my Lord, Ibelieve not.” 

« O you cannot, muſt not be fo barkdjous: * 
And he took my hand, and ran on ſay ing ſuch fine 
ſpecches and compliments, that I might almoſt 


Have ſuppoſed myfelf a goddeſs, andhim a Pagan, 


7 ing me adoration. As ſoon as I poſſibly could, 

rew back my hand; but he frequently, in the 
— of converſation, contrived to take it again, 
though it was extremely diſagreeable to me ; and 


the more ſo, as I ſaw that Lord Orville had his 


eyes fixed upon us, with a Ow”; of attention 

that made me uneaſy. 
And, ſurely, my Gear Sir, it was a great liberty 
in this Lord, notwithſtanding his rank, to treat 44 | 
0 
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ſo ef As. to Sir Art- he ſeemed in mile 


They = AW hoe to preyail ante Ca tain 
to join - Ranelagh party; and this Lord told me, 


in a low voice, that it was 9 his ay beart 
out to go without me. 

During this converſation, Mr. 'Lovel came fer- 
wite; and aſſuming a look of ſurpriſe, made me a 
bow, and enquired how I did, proteſting, upon 
his bonour, that he had not ſeen me before, * 
would ſooner have paid his reſpects to me. 

Though his pol iteneſswas evidently conſtrained, 
yet I was very, glad to be thus aſſured of having 
nothing more to fear from him. 

The Captain far from liſtening to their peil 
ſſons of accompanying them to Ranelagh,. was 
quite in a paſſion at the propoſal, and vowed he 
would ſooner. go to the Blacſ- hole in Calcutta. 
5 Dutt (ie Lord——, if 2 2 will 

their tea at Rane may depend upon 
our ſeeing ; them ſafe EE ny ſhall all be proud 
of the honour: of attending them. 


„May be fo,” ſaid the Captain: « but PII tell 


you what, if one of thęſe places be n't enough for 
them to-night, why to-morrow - Ay ſhall 80 to 
ne'er a one.” 

We nt declared ourſelvegnery ready. to go 


linkin? ; 2 . 215 . 
te is not! ere that we petition,” ſaid 


Lord, © but for at; if you have any charity, 


you will not beſo cruet as to deny us; we only beg 
you to prolong our happineſs for a few minutes, 
the favour is but a ſmall one for you to grant, 
though fo. great a one for us to receive.“ 
To cell you a piece of my mind,“ ſaid the 
| 77 885 fart 
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give the girls ſo much of this palaver, they'll take 
it all for goſpel. As to Moll, why ſhe's well 
enough, but nothing extraordinary, though, per- 
haps, you may perſuade her that her pug-noſe is 
all the faſhion: and as to the other, why ſhe's good 
white and red, to be ſure; but what of that ?— 
I'll warrant ſhe'll moulder away as faſt as her 
neighbours.” | A 

es there,” cried Lord —, another man 
in this place, who, ſeeing ſuch objects, could 
make ſuch a ſpeech?” ? x 


As to that there,” returned the Captain, «1 


don't know whether there be or not, and, to make 


free, I don't care; for I ſhan't go for to model my- 
ſelf by any of theſe fair weather chaps, who dare 


not ſo much as ſay their fouls are their own, —and, 
for aught I know, no more they ben't. I'm al- 
moſt as much aſhamed of my countrymen, as if I 
was a Frenchman, and 1 believe in my heart 
there ”'n't a pin to chuſe between them; and, be- 


that lingo, and ſee never a ſwa without a bag 


fore long, we ſhall hear the ar rame3rGs talking 


and a ſword.” 


He, he, he !—well, pon honour,” cried Mr. 


Lovel'** you gentlemen of the ocean have a moſt 


ſevere way of judging.” ; 
Severe] fore 1 that is impoſſible; 

for, I cut the matter ſhort, the men, as they call 

themſelves are no better than monkeys; and as 


to the women, why they are mere dolls. So, now 


you've got my opinion of this ſubject; and ſo I 


wiſh you good night.” 


The ladies who were very impatient to be 
e; made their courtſies, and tripped away, fol - 


| owed by. all the gentlemen of their Fart) except 
the Lord. I haye before mentione 


„and Lord 
, Orville, 


VEIL. M K-5 _ 


Orville, who ſtayed to make enquiries of Mrs. 
Mirvan concerning our leaving town; and then 
ſaying with his uſuab politeneſs, ſomething civil 
to each of us, with a very grave air he quitted 
Lord —— remained ſome minutes longer, 
which he ſpent, in making a profuſion of com- 
pliments to me, by which he prevented my hear- 
ing diſtinctly what Lord Orville, ſaid, to my great 
vexation, eſpecially as he looked---I thought ſo, 
at leaſt,---as if diſpleaſed at his particularity of be- 
haviour $0 Me. 112-10 7 07 11218 
In going to an outward room, to wait for the 
carriage, ] walked, and could not poſſibly avoid it, 
between this nobleman and Sir Clement Wil- 
loughby; and, when the fervant ſaid the coach 
ſtopped the way, though the latter offered me 
his hand, which 1 ſhould much have preferred, 
this ſame Lord, without any ceremony, took 
mine himſelf, and. Sir Clement, with a look ex- 
tremely provoked, conducteg Mrs. Miwan. 
Ihn all ranks and all ſtations of liſe, how ſtrange- 
ly do characters and manners differ ! Lord Orville, 
with a politeneſs which knows no intermiſſion, and 
makes no diſtinction, is as unaſſuming and modeſt, 
as if he had never mixed with the great, and was 
totally ignorant of every qualification he poſſeſſes; 
this other Lord, though laviſh of compliments and 
fine ſpeeches, ſeems to be an, entire ftranger to 
real good breeding; whoever- ſtrikes his fancy, 
engroſſes his whole attention. He is forward and 
bold, has an air of haughtinefs towards men, and 
a look of libertiniſm towards women, and his con- 
ſeious quality ſeems to have given him a freedom in 
his way of ſpeaking to either ſex, that is very little 
Hort of rudeneſs. | 
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When we returned home, we were all low 
ſpirited ; the evening's entertainment had diſpleaſ- 
ed the Captain, and his difpleaſure, I believe, diſ- 
nd A. 1, 20 74, 

And here I thought to have concluded my letter 
but, to my great ſurpriſe, juſt now we had a vifit 
from rville. He called, he ſaid, to pay his 
reſpects to us before we left town, and made ma- 
n * concerning our return; and, when 

rs. Mirvan told him we were going to the coun- 
try without any view of again quitting it, he ex- 
preſſed his concern in ſuch terms - -ſo polite, ſo 
flattering, ſo ſerious - -that I could hardly forbear 
being ſorry myſelf. Were I to go immediately to 


Berry Hill, I am ſute Iſhould feel nothing but joy; 


but, now we are joined by this Captain, and by 
Madame Duval, I muſt own I expect very little 
pleaſure at Howard Grove. 1 $77. 15 ere 
Before Lord Orville went, Sir Clement Wil- 
loughby called. He was more grave than I had 
ever ſeen him, and made ſeveral attempts to ſpeak 


to me in a low.-voice,: and to aſſure me that his 


regret upon the occaſion” of our journey, was en- 
tirely upon my account. But I was not in ſpirits, 
and could not bear to be teazed by him. However, 
he has ſo well paid his court to Captain Mirvan, 
that he gave him @ very hearty: invitation to the 
Grove. At this, he brightened, —and, juſt then, 
Lord Orville took his levers: 

No doubt but he was diſguſted at this ill- timed, 
ill-bred partiality ; for ſurely it was very wrong 
to make an invitation before Lord Orville, in which 
he was not included 4 I was fo much chagrined 
that, as ſoon as he went, I left the room; 
and 1 ſhall not go down ſtairs till Sir Clement is 
gone, LS 4 J I 


2 3. Lord 
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Lord Orville cannot but obſerve his aſſiduous 
endeavours to ingratiate himſelf into my favour; 
and does not this extravagant civility of Captain 
Mirvan, give him reafon to ſuppoſe, that it meets 
with our general approbation ; I cannot think upon 
this ſubject without inexpreſſible uneaſineſs; and 
yet, I can think of nothing elſe. © Toy 

Adieu, my deareſt Sir. Pray write 'to me im- 
medlately. How many long letters Has this one 
ſhort fortnight produced“ ore than I may, pro- 
bably ever write again: I fear I ſhall have tired 
you with reading them, but you will now have 
time to reft,. for 1 fhall find but little to ſay in 
ens ei ahne = 

And now, moſt honoured Sir, with all the fol- 


recounted, can you, and with unabated kindnefs, 


ſuffer me to ſign myſelf 
11 14811215 Your dutiful, N an 
12919 20 | 


And molt affectionate 
5 ch PW Ants "Everina ? 
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$03; .54 > Berry Hill, April 22. 
How much do I rejoice that I can again ad- 
dreſs. my letters to Howard Grove 1 My Eyelina 
would have grieved, had ſhe known the anxiety of 


wy mind, during her re ſidence in the great world. 
y-apprehenſhions/ haye been inexpreſſibly alarm 


ing; and pour journal, at once exciting and 
end 3 relieving 


— — — 
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relieving my fears, has almoſt wholly occupied me, 
ſince the time of your dating it from London, 

Sir Clement Willoughby muſt be an artful, de- 
ſigning man; I am extremely irritated at his con- 
duct. The paſſion he pretends for you has neither 
ſincerity nor honour ; the manner and the oppor- 
tunities -he has choſen to declare it, are bordering 
upon inſult. N | | 

His unworthy behaviour after the opera, convin- 
ces me, that, had not your vehemence frightened 
him, Queen-Ann- Street would have beenjthe laſt 
Place whither he would have ordered ghis chariot. 
O my child, how thankful am 1 for your eſcape ! 


I need not now, I'm ſure, enlarge upon your in- 


diſcretion and want of thought, in ſo haſtily truſt- 
ing yourſelſ with a man ſo little known to you, 
and whoſe gaiety and flightineſs ſhould have put 
you on your guard. THESE | 
The nobleman you met at the Pantheon, bold 
and forward as you deſcribe him to be, gives me 
no apprehenſion; a man who appears fo openly li- 
centious, and who makes his attack with ſo little 
regard to decorum, is one who, to ſuch a mind 
as my Evelina's, can never be ſeen but with the 
diſguſt which his manners ought to excite. 
ut Sir Clement, though he ſecks occaſions to 


give real offence, contrives to avoid all appearance 


of intentional evil. He is far more dangerous, be- 
cauſe more artful; but I am happy to obſerve, that 
he ſeems to have made no impreſſion upon your 
heart, and therefore a very little care and prudence 
may ſecure you from theſe deſigns which I fear he 
— ö eiiie blau 
Lord Orville appears to be of a better order of 
beings. His ſpirited conduct to the meanly imper- 
tinent Lovel, and his anxiety for you after the 
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opera, prove him to be a man of ſenſe and of feel: 
ing. Doubtleſs he thought there was much reaſon, 
to tremble for your ſafety, while expoſed to the 
power of 'Sir Clement ; and. he acted with a re- 
gard to real honour, that will always incline me to 
think well of him, in ſo immediately 1 
the Mirvan family with your ſituation. Many men 
of this age, from a falſe and pretended delicacy to 
a friend, would have quietly purſued their on 
fairs, and thought it more honourable to leave 
an unſuſpecting young creature to the mercy of a 
libertine, than to. riſk his diſpleaſure by taking 
meaſures for her ſecurity.,. _ * 
Your. evident concern at leaving London, is 
very natural; and yet it afflicts me. I ever dread- 
ed your being too much pleaſed with a life of diſ- 
ſipation, which youth and vivacity render but tos 
alluring ;. and almoſt regret the conſent for your 
journey, which I had not the reſolution to with- 
CE | | Ws 
Alas, my child, the artleſſneſs of your nature, 
and the ſimplicity of your education, alike unfit 
you for the thorny paths of the great and buſy 
world. The ſuppoſed obſcurity of your birth and 
ſituation, make you liable to a thouſand diſagree- 
able adventures. Not only my views, but my 
hopes for yout future life, . have ever centered in,. 
the country. Shall I own, 8 that, however 
I may differ from Captain Mirvan in other re- 
ſpects, yet my opinion of the town, its manners 
inhabitants, and diverſions, is much upon a level 
with his own... Indeed it is the general harbour of 
fraud and of, folly, of duplicity and,. of. impexti- 
nence; and: I. wiſh few things. more fervently, 
than that you may have taken a, laſting leave 


of it. * * ” r 


\ 


* 
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nn e ene eee eee 
Remember, however, that T only ſpeak in re- 
gard to a. public and diflipated life; in private 
amilies, we may doubtleſs find as much goodneſs, 


honeſty, and. virtue, in London as in the country. 
If contented with a retired ſtation, I till hope 
I ſhall live to ſee my Evelina the ornament of her 
neighbourhood, and the pride and delight of her 


family: giving and receiving joy from ſuch, ſociet 
Prax 7 Sf "a >? WHT STT 2 94 ! TC VP BY 5 * 
as may beſt deſerve her afeSion, and employing 


| herſelf n ſuch uſeful and Innocent occupations 2s 
may ſecure and merit the tendereſt Jove of her 
friends and the wortkieſt ſatisfaction of her own 
© Such are my hopes, and ſuch have been my 
expectations. Difappoint them not, my beloved 
g but cheat me with a few lines, that may 
Mare me, this one ſhort fortnight, ſpent in town, 

has not undone the work of ſeventeen, years ſpent 

n var 

„ 3G 04 ty ARTHUR, NILLARS. 


12 11 5 Pl 1 
12 CES 3 HOG 1 4 "” 1 yy * * # . Wy 


8 4 4 þ « — 2 , . * x 1 5 * 
1 14 LT " 4 > > N : 3 
Eo in 9 BY OTE RO RRV. 
CE a . Was rp 34 | 8 
| 22 * \ #, 1 3 7 111 3 9 44 * 0 5 dy 14 4 I: ; 1 1 8 f 4 | #4 * 
C- \ 
5 * 1 , iT * * 
| vim 109 „n 2 3 ens: 
7 - +4 3 "IF " ! 
| 8 Eveling to the Rev. Mr. Villar. 
3 g 241 Dini ar. l 1104 012. 1 
N * , 88 4 4 | N "St 
eee 1402 497 '07 tad i Grovd REAL 25. 
9 9 ; . ; \ ff OW 7 ove,. pri 25. 
lied ai mann 73 Fon e see 


IV O, my dear Sir, no; the wort of ſeventeen 
Years remains ſuch as it was, ever unworthy your 
time and your labour, but not more ſo now, —at 

ſt I hope not, — than before that fortnight which 
has'fo much alarmed eu: 


- 


And het, I muſt confeſs, that I atm not half ſo 


— ders at preſent, as I was ere I went to town: 
put the change is in the place, not in me. Captain 
> 0 | TN I Mirvan 


— 
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Mirvan and Madame Duval have ruined Howard 
Grove. The harmony that reigned here, is diſ- 
turbed, our ſchemes broken, our way of life is 
altered and our comfort is deſtroyed. But do not 
ſuppoſe London to be the ſource of theſe evils ; for 
had our excurſion been,any where elſe, ſo diſagree- 
able an addition to our houſhold, muſt have cauſed 
the ſame change at our return. N 
I was ſure you would be diſpleaſed with Sir Cle- 
ment, and therefore I am by no means ſurpriſed at 
what you ſay of him : but for Lord Orville--I muſt 
| A had greatly feared, that my weak and im- 
perfect account would not have procured him the 
ood opinion which he ſo well deſerves, and which 
Tos delighted to find you ſeem io have of him. 
O, Sir, could I have done juſtice; to the merit of 
which I believe him poſſeſſed--could I have,paint- 
ed him to you ſuch as he appeared to me,---then, 
indced, you would have had ſome idea of the 
claim Which he has to font approbation. 
After the laſt letter which SE in town, no- 
thing more paſſed previous to our journey hither, 
except a very violent quarrel between Captain Mir- 
van and Madame Duval. As the Captain intend- 
ed to travel on horſeback, he had ſettled that we 
four females ſhould make uſe of his coach. Ma- 
dame Duval did not come to Queen-Anne-ſtreet, 
till the carriage had waited ſome time at the door, 
and then, attended by Monſieur Du Bais, ſhe made 


her appearance. e 
The Captain impatient to be gone, would not 
ſuffer them to enter the houſe, but inſiſted that 


we ſhould immediately get into the coach. We 


obeyed; but were no ſooner ſeated than Madame 
Duval faid, Come, Monſieur Du Bois, theſe 
, aa. 4 £ » 14 + 32 1 — F : i» 
- girls 


N 


} 


. children.” 
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girls can make very good room for you; fit cloſer, 


Mrs. Mirvan looked quite confounded, and M. 
Du Bois, after making ſome apologies about croud- 
neg us actually got into the coach, on the fide with 

iſs Mirvan and me. But no ſooner was he 


| ſeated than the Captain, who had obſerved this 


tranſaction very quietly, walked up to the coach- 
door, ſaying, ** What neither with your leave, 
nor by your leave.” Clad? 

M. Du Bois ſeemed rather ſhoeked, and began 
to make abundance of excuſes ;_ but the Captain 


neither underſtood nor regarded him, and, very 


roughly ſaid, © Look'ee Monfieur, this here may 


dea French faſhion, for ought I know ;—but Give 


and T ake is fair, in alF nations; and fo now d'ye 
ſee, PII make bold to ſhe w you an Engliſh one.“ 
And then ſeizing his wriſt, he made him jump 
out of the coach. | N 
M. Du Bois inſtantly put his hand upon his ſword 
and threatened to reſent this indignity. The Cap- 


tain, holding up his ſtick, bid him draw at his 


peril. Mrs. Myrvan, greatly alarmed, got out: 
of the coach, and ſtanding between them, entreated 
her huſband to re-enter the houſe Oe” 
% None of your | clack.}” cried he angrily,. 
e what the D-——], do you ſuppoſe I can't ma- 
a Frenchman?” = ; a 


k nage | de 3 
_ eld time, Madame Duval called out to M. 


Du Bois, EBflaiſſez-le, mon ami, ne le corrigez 
pas; 1 une vilaine bete qui ne vaut Fl la peine. 
© Monſieur le Captaine,” cried M. Du Bois, 
© voulez vous bien me demander pardon ff”.  _ 

O, ho, you demand pardon ; do you ?” ſaid 
the Captain, I thought as much; I thoughs 


you'd come to —ſo you have loſt your reliſh for 
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an Engliſh ſalutation, have you f” ſtrutting up to 
him with looks of de fiance. | 1 
A crowd was now gathering, and Mrs. Mirvan 
again beſought her et to go into the houſe. 
„Why what a plague is the woman afraid of ? 
did you ever know a Frenchman that could not 
take an affront?— I warrant Monſieur knows what 
he is about; don't you, Monſieur ?” . | 
M. Du Bois, not underſtanding him, only ſaid, 
« plait-il, Monſieur © 7 e 
„% No, nor di/þ me, neither,” anſwered the 
Captain; „ but be that as it may, what ſignifies 
our parleying here? if you've any thing to propoſe, 
ſpeak at once; if not, why let us go on our 
journey without more ado.” | yo 
% Parbleu, je n'etends rien, moi! cried M. Du 
Bois, ſhrugging bis ſhoutders, and looking very 
diſmal. | | | | 
Mrs. Mirvan then advanced to him, and ſaid, in 
French, that ſhe was ſure the Captain had not any, 
intention to affront him, and begged he would de- 
ſiſt from a diſpute which could only be productive 
of mutual miſunderſtanding, as nejther of them 
knew the language of the other, Wks. 3 
This ſenſible remonſtrance had the deſired effect, 
and M. Du Bois, making a bow to every one, ex- 
cept the Captain, very wiſely gave up the point, 
and took leave. % | | | 
We then hoped to proceed quietly on our jour- 
ney ; but the turbulent Captain would not yet per- 
mit us: he approached Madame Duval with an 


+ exulting air, and ſaid, Why how's this, Madam? 


what, has your champion deſerted yau ? why 1 
thought you told me that you old gentlewomen had 
»it all your own way, .among them French ſparks?” 
ee As to that, Sir,“ anſwered ſhe, its not of 
no conſequence what you thought; for a perſon 
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wh can behave in fuch a low way, ma ay. think 
what he pleaſes for me, for I fha'n't mind.” 

<< Why, then, Miſtreſs, ſince you muſt needs 
make ſo free,” *cried he, pleaſe” to tell me the, 
reaſon why you took the liberty for to alk any of 
your followers into my coach, without my leave? 
Anſwer me to that.“ 

* Why then, pray, Sir, Ing returned the, tell me, 
the re mY you dock the liberty to "feat the 
gentleman in uch an im mpolite way, as to take and 


pull him neck and heels out? I'm ſure he had n't 


done nothing to affront you, nor nobody elſe; and 
don't know What great hurt he would have done 
you, by juſt fitting ſtill in the coach; he would 


not have eat it. 


„What, do vou think, then, that my horſes 
have nothing to do, but to carry about your Ini- 
velling Frenchman ? If you do, Madam, I muſt 
want pi to tel] you, you are out, For. PI ſee * em 
hanged firſt. “? r 
More brute | you, then! or e never 
carried nobody half ſo good.“ 

Why, look'ee, Madam, of you muſt needs pro- 


voke me, I'll tell you a piece of my mind; you muſt 


know, T can' fee as far 1 in a mill- ſtone as another 


man; and ſo, if you thougbt for to fob me off 


with one of your ſmirking- French puppies for a 
ſon-in-law, why. ue. find yourſelf, | in a, hobble, 
—that's all.“ ; 

Sir, you're a but J wont ſay What”: 
but, I proteſt, I had n't no ſuch a thought, no 
7227571 bad n't 8 Du Bois.“ | 
My dear,” faid 'Mrs. Mirvan, « w we tu] be 
yer! ©; ot png 


Wal, ei, * Ape be, get away then; 
tw 


ith Jou, as faſt as you can, it's high time. 
As to Molly, ſhe's a fine TT enough in all” con- 


WY ſcience; 
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ſcience; I want none of your French chaps to 
make her worſe.” yy TIS aL 
And ſo ſaying, he mounted his horſe and we. 
drove off. And I could not but think with regret 
of the different feelings we experienced upon leav- 
ing London, to what had belonged to our enter- 


ing it. 

Dorigg the journey, Madame Duval was ſo ve- 
ry violent againſt the Captain, that ſhe obliged 
Mrs. Mirvan to tell her, that, when in her pre- 
ſence ſhe muſt beg her to choſe ſome. other ſubject 
of diſcoutſe. | i 151 ont 
We had a moſt affectionate reception from Lady 
Howard, whoſe kindneſs and hoſpitality cannot fail 
> making every body happy, who is diſpoſed ſo to 


Adieu, my deareſt Sir, I hope though I have 
hitherto neglected to mention it, that you have al- 
ways remembered me to whoever has made any 
enquiry concerning me. 


_ 
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Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 
n Howard Grove, April 27. 
©, MY dear Sir, I now write in the greateſt un- 
calineſs ! Madame Duval has made a propoſal which 
. terrifies me to death, and which was as unexpected 

as it is ſhocking. kd | 
She had been employed for ſome hours this af- 
ternoon in reading letters from London, and, juſt 
about tea- time, Fe ſent for me into her room, and 
faid with a look of great ſatisfaction, „Come 
| here, 


rern, 4. 


| We another creature of me. 


here, Child, I've got ſome very good news to tell 
you: ſomething that will ſurpriſe you, I'll give 
Jou my word, for you ha'n't no notion of it.” © 
. I begged her to, explain herſelf; and then, in 
terms which I cannot repeat, ſhe ſaid ſhe had. been 
confidering what a ſhame it was, to ſee me ſuch a 
poor country, ſhame-faced thing, when I ought to 
be a ne lady; and that ſhe had long, and upon 
ſeveral occaſions, bluſhed for me, though ſhe muſt 
own the fault was none of mine: for nothing bet- 
ter could be expected from a girl who had been fo 


mamured. However, the aſſured me, , ſhe had, 


4 


at length, hit upon a plan, which would make 


waited without much impatience to hear 


> what this preface led to; but J was-ſoon awakened. 


S 


to more lively ſenſations, when ſhe acquainted me 


that her intention was to prove my birthright, and 
to Sv, by law, the inheritance of my real fa- 
"| Sa 125 „ ee n e, e 

It would be impoſſible for me to expreſs my ex- 
treme conſternation, when ſhe. thus unfolded ber 


| ſcheme. My ſurpriſe and terror were equally great, 


I could ſay. nothing; 1 heard her with a filence 
which I had not the power to break. | 


She then expatiated very warinly upon the ad- 


vantages I ſhould reap ſrom her plan; talked in a 


high ftile of my future grandeur; aſſured me how 
| heartily T ſhould deſpiſe almoſt every body and 
every thing I had hitherto ſeen: n my 
marrying into ſome family of the firſt rank in the 


kingdom; and finally ſaid J ſhould ſpend a few 


months in Paris, where my education and manners 


a. receive their laſt poliſh. 8 # 


he enlarged alſo upon the delight ſhe ſhould 


have, in common with myſelf, from.mortifying the 


2 
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pride of certain people, and ſhewing them, that 
ſhe was not to be ſlighted with impunitx. 
In the midſt of this, diſcourſe I was relieved. by 
a ſummons to tea, Madame Duval was in great. 
ſpirits; but my emotion was too painful for con- 
cealment, and every body enquired into the. cauſe. 
I would fain have waved the ſubject, but Madame 
Duval was determined to make it public. She told 
them, that ſhe had it in her head to make ſomething. 
of me, and that they ſhould ſoon call me by ano- 
ther name than that of Anville, and yet that ſhe, 
was not going to have the child married neither. 
I could not endure to hear. her proceed, and, 
was going to leave the room; which when Lady 
Howard perceived, ſhe begged Madame Duval 
would defer her intelligence to ſome other oppor- 
tunity; but ſhe was ſo eager to communicate her - 
ſcheme, that ſhe could bear no delay, and there- 
fore they ſuffered me to go, without oppoſition. 
Indeed when ever my ſituation or affairs are men- 
tioned by Madame Duval, ſhe ſpeaks of them with 
ſuch bluntgeſs and ſeverity, that I cannot be en- 
joined a taſk more cruel than to hear her. | 
I was afterwards acquainted with ſome parti- 
culars of the converſation by Miſs Mirvan, who 
told me that Madame Duval informed them of her 

plan with the utmoſt complacency, and ſeemed to 

think herſelf very fortunate in having ſuggeſted it; 

but ſoon after, ſhe accidentally betrayed, that ſhe 

had been inſtigated to the ſcheme by her relations 

the Branghtons, whoſe letters, which ſhe received 

to day, firſt mentioned the propoſal. She declared 

that the would have nothing to do with any round- 

about ways, but go openly and inſtantly to law, 

in; order to prove my birth, real name, and title 

to the eſtate of my anceſtors s. 

n How 
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How impertinent and officious, in theſe Brangh- 
tons, to interfere thus in my concerns! You can 
hardly imagine what a diſturbance this plan has 
made in the family. The Captain without en- 


quiring into any particulars of the affair, has pe- 


remptorily declared himſelf againſt it, merely be- 
cauſe it has been propoſed by Madame Duval, 
and they have battled the point together with great 
violence. Mrs. Mirvan ſays ſhe will not even thir4, 


till ſhe. hears your opinion. But Lady Howard, 


to my great ſurpriſe, openly avows her approba- 
tion of adam Bis intention: however, ſhe 
will write her'reaſons and ſentiments upon the ſub- 
— © 2799 02 763% DT On, 

As to Mifs Mirvan, ſhe is my ſecond ſelf, and 
neither hopes nor fears but as I do. And as to 


me, —I know not what to ſay, nor even what to 


wiſh; 1 have often thought my fate peculiarly 
cruel, to have but one parent, and from that 
one to be banifhed for ever; —while, on the other 
ſide, I haye but too well known and felt the pro- 
priety of the ſeparation. And yet, you may much 
better imagine than I can expreſs the internal an- 
-ulſh which ſometimes oppreſſes my heart, when 
| reflea upon the ſtrange indifferency, that muſt 
occaſion a father never to make the Jeaft enquiry 
after the health; the welfare, or even the life of 
his child 1 | FS ; » + re #444 | - " bs 5 8 i! 

Sir, tome, the loſs, is nothing greatly, 
ſweetly, and moſt benevolently have you guarded 
me from feeling it but for him, I grieve indeed 
—T muſt be diveſted, not merely of filial "piety, 
but of all humanity, could I ever think upon this 
ſubject, and not be wounded to the foul; . 


* 1 


Again F muſt repeat; I know not what to wiſh . 
think for me, therefore my deareſt” Sir, and ſuffer 


my 
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my doubting mind, that knows not which way to 
direct its hopes, to be guided by your wiſdom and 
unerring counſel. E 
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Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


| Howard Grove. 


1 Cannot give a greater proof of the high opinion 
I have of your candour, than by the liberty I am 
now going to take of preſuming to offer you ad- 
vice, upon a ſubject concerning which you have 
ſo juſt a claim to act for yourſelf : but I know 
you have too unaffected a love of juſtice to be par- 
tially. tenacious of your own judgment. 
Madame Duval has been propoſing a ſcheme 
which has put us all. in commotion, and - againſt 
which, at firſt, in common with the reſt of my 
family, I exclaimed; but upon more mature con- 
ſideration, I own my objections have almoſt whol- 
ly vaniſhed, ni tSis 114 
This ſcheme is no other than to commence a 
law-ſuit with Sir John Belmont, to prove the va- 
lidity of his marriage with Miſs Evelyn ; the ne- 
ceſſary conſequence of which proof, will be ſecur- 
ing his fortune and eſtate to his daughter. 
And why, my dear Sir, ſhould not this be? I 
know that, upon the firſt hearing, this plan conveys 
ideas that muſt ſhock you; but I know too, that 
your mind is ſuperior to being governed by preju- 
dices, 
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dices, or to oppoſing any important cauſe on ac- 
count of a few diſagreeable attendant circum- 
ſtances, IS 
Your lovely charge, now firſt entering into life, 
has merit which ought not to be buried in obſcu- 
rity. She ſeems born for an ornament to the world, 
Nature has been bountiful to her of whatever ſhe 
had to beitow ; and the peculiar attention you have 
given to her education, has formed her mind to a 
degree of excellence, that, in one ſo young, | 
have ſcarce ever ſeen equalled. Fortune, . 
has hitherto been ſparing of her gifts; and ſhe, too, 
now opens the way which leads to all that is left 
to wiſh for her. footy en 
What your reaſons may have been, my good 
Sir, for ſo 2 concealing the birth, name, 
and pretenſions of this amiable girl, and forbearing 
to make any claim upon Sir John Belmont, I am 
totally a ſtranger to; but without knowing, I re- 
ſpect them, from the high opinion I have of your 
character and judgment: but I hope they are not 
inſuperable; for 1 cannot but think, that it was 
never deſigned, for one who ſeems meant to grace 
the world, to have her life devoted to retirement. 
Surely. Sir John Belmont, wretch as he has 
ſhewn himſelf, could never ſee his accompliſhed 
daughter, and not to be proud to own her, and ea- 
ger to ſecure her the inheritance of his fortune. 
The admiration ſhe met with in town, though 
merely the effect of her external attractions, was 
ſuch that Mrs. Mirvan aſſures me, ſhe would have 
had the moſt ſplendid offers, had there not ſeemed 
to be ſome myſtery in regard to her birth, which, 
ne was well informed, was aſſiduouſly, though 


vainly, endeavourcd to be diſcovered. - 7 
5 80 | Can 
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Can it be right, my dear Sir, that this promiſ- 
ing young creature ſhould be deprived of the for- 
tune and rank of life, to which ſhe is lawfully en- 
titled, and which you have prepared her to ſup- 
port and to uſe ſo noble? —To deſpiſe riches, 
may indeed, be philoſophic, but to diſpenſe them 
worthily, muſt ſurely be more beneficial to man- 
kind. | 
Perhaps a few years, or indeed, a much ſhorter 
'time, may make this ſcheme impraQticable : Sir 
John, though yet young, leads a life too diſſipated - 
for long duration; and, when too late, we may 
Tegret that ſomething was not ſooner done; for it 
will de next to. impoſſible, after he is gone, to 
ſettle; or prove any thing with his heirs and exe- 
cutors. W mY 
Pardon the earneſtneſs with which I write my 
ſenſe of this affair; but your charming ward has 
made me ſo warmly her friend, that I cannot be 
indifferent upon a ſubje& of ſuch importance to 
her future life. | ESL | 
Adieu, my dear Sir;—ſend me ſpeedilo an an- 
ſwer to this remonſtrance, and believe me to 
be, &c. LEON | 3.4 N 
2 2 M. HowaR PD. 
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Mr. Pillars to Lady Howard. | 
| Berry-Hill, May 2. 


32 R letter, Madam, has opened a ſource of 
anxiety to which I look forward with dread, and 
whic to ſee cloſed, I ſcarcely dare expect. I am 

| | unwilling 
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unwilling to oppoſe my opinion to that of your 
14 hig, nor, indeed, 4. I, but by 1 
which, I believe, will rather rank me as a her- 
mit ignorant of the world, and fit only for my cell, 
than as a proper 8 in an age ſuch as this, 
for an accompliſhed young woman. Vet, thus 

called upon, it behoves me to explain, and endea- 
vour to vindicate, the reaſons by which I have 
been hitherto guide. | 
The mother of this dear child,—who was led to 
deſtruction by her own imprudence, the hardneſs 
Jof heart of Madame Duval, and the villainy of Sir 
"John Belmont,—was once, what her daughter is 
now, the beſt beloved of my heart; and her me- 
mory, ſo long as my own holds, I ſhall love, mourn, 
and honour ! On the fatal day that her gentle ſoul 
left its manſion, and not many hours ere ſhe ceaſed 
to breathe, I ſolemnly plighted my faith, That her 
child, M it lived ſhould know no father, but myſelf, 
or her acknowledged buſband,  _.. 
You cannot, Madam, ſuppoſe that I found 
much difficulty iu adhering to this promiſe, and 
forbearing to make any claim upon Sir John Bel- 
mont. Gould I feel an affection the moſt paternal 
for this poor ſufferer, and not to abominate her de- 
ſtroyer? Could I wiſh to deliver to him, who had 
ſo baſely betrayed the mother, the helpleſs and 
innocent offspring, who, born in ſo much ſorrow, 
ſeemed entitled to all the compaſſionate tenderneſs 
of pity ? 

For many years, the name alone of that man, 
accidentally ſpoken in my hearing, almoſt divefted 
me of my chriftianity, and ſcarce could I forbear 
to execrate him. Yet I ſought not, neither dig 1 

deſire to deprive him of his child, had be, with 
any appearance of conttition, or indeed of huma- 
nz 1. Dean 914k 4 irn 
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nity, endeavoured to become leſs unworthy ſuch a 
bleſſing; but he is aſtranger to all parental feelings, 
and has with a ſavage inſenſibility, forborne to 
enquire even into the exiſtence of this ſweet or- 
han, though the ſituation of his injured wife was 
but too well known to him. 2 ds 
- You with to be acquainted with my intentions. 
---I muſt acknowledge, they were ſuch as I no 
| perceive would not be honoured with your Lady- 
ſhip's approbation : for though I have ſometimes 
thought of preſenting Evelina to her father, and 
demanding the juſtice which is her due, yet, at 
other times, I have both diſdained and feared the 
application; diſdained, left it ſhould be refuſed, 
and feared, leſt it ſhould be accepte. 
Lady Belmont, who was firmly perſuaded of 
her approaching diſſolution, frequently and ear- 
neſtly beſought me, that if her infant was a fe- 
male, I would not abandon her to the direction 
of a man ſo wholly unfit to take the charge of 
her education ; but ſhould ſhe be W | 
demanded; that I would retire with her abroad, 
and carefully conceal her from Sir John, till ſome 
apparent change in his ſentiments and conduct 
ſhould announce him leſs improper for ſuch a 
truſt. And often would ſhe ſay, „“ Should the 
poor babe haye any feelings correſpondent with its 
mother's, it Will have no want, while under your 
protection.“ Alas I the! had no ſboner quitted it 
erſelf, than ſhe was plunged into a gulph of miſe- 
Ty, that ſwallowed up her peace, reputation, and life. 
©Doring: the childhood of Evelina, 1 ſuggeſted 
a thouſand plans for the ſecurity of her birth- 
Tight - but 1 as oftentimes rejeded them. I was 
in 2 perpetual eonflict, between the deſire that 
the "=57 4 have juſtice done her, and the appre- 
Vol. I. I henſion 
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henſion that, while I improved her fortune, 1 
ſhould endanger her mind. However, as her 
character began to be formed, and her diſpoſition 
to be diſplayed, my perplexity abated ; the road 
before me ſeemed leſs thorny and intricate, and 
J thought I could perceive the right path from the 
wrong: for, when I obſerved the artleſs open- 
neſs, the ingenuous fimplicity of her nature; 


when 1 faw that her guileleſs and innocent ſou] 


fancicd all the world to be pure and diſintereſted 
as herſelf, and that her heart was open to every 
impreſſion with which love, pity, or art might 
aſſail it — then did I flatter myſelf, that to follow 
my own inclination, and to ſecure her welfare, 
was the ſame; thing; ſince, to. expoſe her to the 
ſnares and dangers inevitably. encircling a houſe of 
which the maſter is diflipated and unprincipled, 
without the guidance of a mother, or any pru- 
dent and ſenfible female, ſeemed to me no leſs 
than ſuffering her to. ſtumble, into ſome. dreadful 
pit, when the ſun is in its meridian. My plan, 
therefore Was not merely to, educate and to che- 
Tiſh. her as my own, but to adopt her the heireſs 
of my {mall fortune, and to beſtow her upon ſome 
worthy man, with whom ſhe might ſpend her days 
in tranquility, chearfulneſs, and good humour, 
untainted by vice, folly, or ambition. 
So much for the time paſt. Such, have been the 
1 by 11 agg nee W and I 
hope the be allowed; not merely to account 
4 1 Af 95 juſtify the conduct which, has Fe 
ſulted from them. It now remains to ſpeak of the 
4 And here "indeed, 1. am ſenſible of difficulties | 
which I almoſt deſpair ,of ſurmounting according 
tomy wiſhes, I pay the higheſt Elan to your 
. 
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Ladyſhip's opinion, which is extremely painful 
to me not to concur with; yet I am ſo well ac- 
quainted with your goodneſs, that I preſume to 
hope it would not be abſolutely impoſſible for me 
to offer ſuch arguments as might lead you to think 
with me, that this young creature's chance of 
happineſs ſeems leſs doubtful in retirement, than 
it would be in the gay and diflipated world; but 
why ſhould I perplex your Ladyſhip with reafoning 
that can turn to ſo little account? for, alas ! what 
arguments, what perſuaſions can I make uſe of, 
with any proſpect of ſucceſs, to ſuch a woman as 
Madame Duval? Her character, and the violence 
of her diſpoſition, intimidate me from making 
the attempt: ſhe is too ignorant for inſtruction, too 
obſtinate for entreaty, and too weak for reaſon 
I will not, therefore, enter into a conteſt from 
which I have nothing to expect but altercation 
and impertinence. - As ſoon would I diſcuſs the 
effect of ſound with the deaf, or the nature of 
colours with the blind, as aim at illuminating with 
conviction a mind ſo warped by prejudice, ſo much 
the ſlave. of unruly and illiberal paſſions. : Unuſed 
as ſhe is to controul, perſuaſion would but harden, 
and oppoſitien incenſe her. I yield therefore, to 
the neceſſity Which compels my reluctant acqui- 
eſcence, and ſhall, now turn all my thoughts upon 
conſidering of ſuch methods for the conducting this 
enterprize, as may be molt conducive: to the hap- 
pineſs of my child, and leaſt liable to wound ber 
ſenſibility. 18 ot oled: bn pont opa & by 
The lau- ſuit, therefore, I wholly and! abſolute- 
ly diſapprove. 0 I Halb boog ad He n litt 
„Will you, my dear Madam, forgive the frec- 
dom of an old man, if I own myſelf greatly ſur- 
priſed, that you could, even for a moment, liſten 
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to a plan ſo violent, ſo public, ſo totally repugnant 
to all female delicacy? I am ſatisfied your Lady- 
hip has not weighed this project. There was a 
time, indeed, when, to aſſert the innocence of 
Lady Belmont, and to blazon to the world the 
wrongs, not guilt, by which the ſuffered, I pro- 
poſed, nay attempted, a ſimilar plan: but then, all 
aſſiſtance and encouragement was denied. How 
cruel to the remembrance I bear of her woes, is 
this tardy reſentment of Madame Duval! She 
was deaf to the voice of Nature. though ſhe has 
hearkened to that of Ambition. 
Never can I conſent to have this dear and trmid 
girl brought forward to the notice of the world 
| a method; a method which will ſubje& her 
to all the impertinence of curioſity, the ſneers of 
conjecture, and the ſtings of ridicule. And for 
what !1---the attainment of wealth, which ſhe does 
not want, and the gratification of vanity, which 
ſhe does not feel.---A child to appear againſt a 
father !---no, Madam, old and infirm as I am, I 
would even yet ſooner convey her myſelf to ſome 
remote part of the world, though I were ſure of 
dying in the expedition. kobe Ae, ay 
Far different had been the motives which would 
have ſtimulated her unhappy mother to ſuch a 
proceeding; all her felicity in this world, was ir- 
Tetrievably loſt ; her life was become a burthen to 
her, and her fair fame, which ſhe had early been 
taught to prize above all other things, had receiv- 
ed a mortal wound: therefore to clear her on ho- 
nour, and to ſecure from blemiſh the birth of her 
child, was all the good which Fortune had reſerv- 
ed herfelf the power of beſtowing. But even this 
laſt conſolation was with-held from her! 5 
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Let milder meaſures be adopted; and —ſince it 
muſt be ſo, —let application be made to Sir John. 
Belmont; but as to a law-ſuit, I hope, upon this 
ſubject, never more to hear it mentioned. 

With Madame Duval, all pleas of delicacy 
would be ineffectual; her ſcheme muſt be oppoſed 
by arguments better fuited. to her underſtanding. 
I will not, therefore, talk of its impropriety, but 
endeavour to prove its inutility. Have the good- 
neſs, then, to tel! her, that her own intentions 
would be fruſtrated by her plan, fince, ſhould the 
law-ſuit. be commenced, and even ſhould the cauſe 
be gained, Sir John Belmont would ſtil] have it in 
his power, and, if irritated, no doubt in his in- 
clination, to cut off her grand-daughter with a 
ſhilling, 4811 Ine man x N 

She cannot do better, herſelf, than to remain 
quiet and inactive in the affair: the long and mu- 
tual animoſity between her and Sir — will 
make her interference merely productive of debates 
and ill-will. Neither would I have Evelina ap- 
pear till ſummoned. And as to myſelf, I muſt 
wholly decline a#ing, though I will with unwea- 
ried zeal, devote all my thoughts to giving coun- 
fel: but, in truth, I have neither inclination nor 
ſpirits adequate to engaging perſonally with this 
man. * | 
My opinion is, that he would pay more reſpe& 
to a letter from your Ladyſhip upon this ſub ject, 
than ſrom any other perſon. I thereſore adviſe 
and hope, that you will yourſelf take the trouble 
of writing to him, in order to open the, affair. 
When he ſhall be inclined to ſee Evelina, I have 
for him a poſthumous letter, which his much- 
injured lady left to be preſented to him, if ever 
ſuch a meeting ſhould take place. 


* The 
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The views of the Branghtons, in ſuggeſting 
this ſcheme, are obviouſly intereſted ; they hope, 
by ſecuring to Evelina the fortune of her father, 
to induce Madame Duval to ſettle her own upon 
themſelves. In this, however, they would proba- 
bly be miſtaken, for little minds have ever a pro- 
penſity to beſtow their wealth upon thoſe who are 
already in affluence, and therefore, the leſs her 

| merger requires her aſſiſtance, the more gladly 
ie will give it. 

I have but one thing more to add, from which, 
however, I can by no means recede: my word ſo 
ſolemnly given to Lady Belmont, that her child 
ſhould never be owned but with herſelf, muſt be 
inviolably adhered too. K 

I am, dear Madam, with great reſpect, 
: Your Ladyſhip's moſt obedient ſervant, 
<0 ARTHUR VILLARs. 


LETTER XXIX. 
My Villar, to Evelina. | 

8 Berry-Hill, May, 2. 
H O ſincerely do I ſympathize in the uneaſi- 


neſs and concern which my beloved Evelina has fo 
much reaſon to feel! The cruel ſcheme in agita- 
tion is equally repugnant to m judgment and my 
inelination, yet to oppoſe it, ſeems impracticable. 
To follow the dictates of my own heart, I ſhould 
inftantly recal yon to myſelf, and never more 
eonſent to your being ſeparated from me; but the 
manners and opinions of the world demand a dif- 
ferent conduct. Hope, however, for the ws 
| an 
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and be ſatisfied you ſhall meet with no indignity; 
if you are not received into your own family as 
you ought to be, and with the diſtinction that is 
your Tod. you ſhall leave, it for ever; and, once, 
again reſtored to my protection, ſecure your own 
tranquility, and make, as you have hithert6 done, 
all the happineſs of my life 144% 


= 
—_— 


L E T T E R XXX. 
Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villart. OY b 
Howard Grove, Nay 6. 


Tux die is thrown, and I attend the event in 
trembling. Lady Howard has written to Paris, 
and ſent her letter to town, to be forwarded in the 
ambaſſador's packet, and in leſs than a fortnight, 
therefore, ſhe expects an anſwer. O Sir, with. 
what anxious impatience ſhall I wait its arrival ! 
upon it ſeems to. depend the fate ot my future life. 
My. ſolicitude is ſo great, and my ſuſpenſe ſo pain- 
ful that I cannot reſt a moment in peace, or turn 
my thoughts into any other channel. 

Deeply interefted as I now am in the event, 
moſt ſincerely do I regret that the plan was ever 
propoſed: methinks it cannot end to my ſatisfaQt- 
on; for either I muſt be torn from the arms of my 
more than father, —or I muſt have the miſery of 
being finally convinced, that I am cruelly rejected 
by him who has the natural claim to that dear ti- 
tle; a title, which to write, mention, or think of, 
fills my whole ſoul with filial tenderneſs. | 
The ſubject is diſcufſed here eternally. Captain 
Mirvan and Madame Duval, as uſual, quarretwhen- 

"TY 4 a ever. 
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ever it is ſtarted : but I am ſo wholly engroſſed by 
my own reflections, that I cannot even liſten to 
them. My imagination changes the ſcene perpe- 
tually : at one moment, I am embraced by a kind 
and relenting parent, 'who: takes me to that heart 
trom which I have hitherto been baniſhed, and 
ſupplicates, through me, peace and forgiveneſs 
from the aſhes of my mother !---at another, he 
regards me with deteſtation, conſiders me as the 
living image of an injured ſaint, and repulſes me 
with horror !---But I will not aMi& you with the 
melancholy phantaſms of my brain. I will endea- 
vour to compole my mind to a more tranquil ſtate, 
and forbear to Write again, till I have, in ſome 
meaſure ſucceeded, 
Mey Heaven bleſs you, my deareſt Sir! and 
long, long may it continue” you 'on earth, to 
bleſs \ 
N Puoour grateful 
| |  EvELINA. 


1 


Kr 


— — 4 — 1 133 


E R XXXI. 


— 


© 


Lady Howard to Sir John Belmont, Bart. 


| Howard-Grove, May, 5. 
| SIR, Ys 
1 OU win doubtleſs, be ſurpriſed at receiving 
2 letter from one who had for ſo ſhort a period the 
honour of your acquaintance» and that at ſo great 
a diſtance of time; but the motive which has in- 
duced me to take this liberty, is of ſo delicate a 
nature, that were I to commence making ne 

Nute, maren : E 


36 x4 


4 
Fl 
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for my officiouſneſs, I fear my letter would be too 
long for your patience. | 

Too have, probably, already conjectured the 
ſubje& upon which I mean to treat. My regard for 
Mr. Evelyn and his amiable daughter, was well 
known to you: nor can I ever ceaſe to be intereſted 
in whatever belongs to their memory or family. 

I muſt own __ ſomewhat diſtreſſed in what 
manner to introduce the purport of my writin 
yet, as I think that in affairs of this kind, frank 
neſs is the firſt requiſite to a good underſtanding be- 
tween the parties concerned, I will neither toi ment 
you nor myſelf with punctilious ceremonies, but 
proceed inſtantly and openly te the. buſineſs which 
occaſions my giving you this trouble. 

1 prefume, Sir, it would be-fuperfluous to tell 
you, that your child reſides ſtill in Dorſetſhire. 
and is ſtill under the protection of the Reverend 
Mr. Villars, in whoſe houſe ſhe was born: for, 
though no enquiries concerning her have reached 
his ears, or mine, I can never ſuppoſe it poſſible 
you have forborn to make them. It only remains, 
therefore, to tel] you, that your daughter is now 
grown up; that the has been educated with the 
utmoſt care, and the utmoſt ſuccefs 3 and that ſhe. 
it now a moſt deſerving, accompliſhed, and amia- 
bvicyouny womade”*: © PT NG IGG TH, Damned 26 

"Whatever may be your view for her future deſ- 
tination in life; it ſeems time to declare it. She is 
greatly admired, and, I doubt not, will be very 
much fought after; it is proper, therefore, that 
her future expectations, and your pleaſure coneern- 
ing her, ſhould be made known,” _. 
eve me, Sit, ſhe merits! your utmoſt atten- 
tion and regard. You could not ſee and know her, 
ang remain unmoved by thoſe ſenſations of affec- 
f 5 | 1 5 tion 
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tion which belong to ſo near and tender a relation- 


ſhip. She is the lovely reſemblance of her lovely 
mother ;---pardon me, Sir, that I mention that 
unfortunate lady, but I think it behoves me, upon 
this occaſion, to ſhew the eſteem 1 felt for her; 
allow me therefore, to ſay, and be not offended 
at my freedom, that the memory of that excellent 
lady has but too long remained under the aſperſions 
of calumny; ſurely it is time to vindicate her 
me !---and how can that be done in a manner 
more eligible, more .grateful to her friends, or 
more honourable to yourſelf, than by openly re- 
ceiving as your child, the daughter of the late Lady 
Belmont? | | | 


- 


The venerable man who has bad the care of her 


11 
1 


education, "deſerves your warmeſt acknowledge- 


ments, for the unremitting pains he has taken, and 
attention he has ſhewn in the diſcharge of his truſt, 
Indeed ſhe, has been peculiarly fortunate, in meeting 
with ſuch a friend and guardian: a more worthy 
man, or one whoſe character ' ſeems nearer to per- 


* 


fection, does not exiſt. | 


Permit me to aſſure you, Sir, ſhe will amply 


tepay whatever regard and favour you may hereaf- 


tet ſhew her, by the comfort and happineſs you 
angst al to find in ber affectien and duty, 10 


be owned properly by you, is the firſt. wiſh of her 


- 


heart; and IL am fure, that to merit your approba- 


tion will be the firſt ſtudy of her life. 


„el fear that you will think this addreſs imperti- 
nent ; but I muſt reſt upon the goodneſs of my in- 


tention to plead my excuſe. Alt 
TY, 1 am, Sir, be Sr | 
Four moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
wel nico d bay gn jon blyon.un® M. Howaro. 
e eien ot vd hovoin dy mins is 
non | 15 | | L E T- 
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+, LETTER XXIII. 
| ven {apy i bas Hi Kuens 
+1 11 Evelina to the "Rev. Mr. Villar- 
Howard Grove; May 16. 


Ou houſe has been entivened* to-day, by the 
arrival of a London viſitor; and the neceſſity I 
have been under of 'concealing the uneaſineſs of 
my mind, has made me exett myſelf ſo effectu- 
ally, that I even think it is really-diminiſhed ; or, 
at leaſt; my thoughts are not ſe totally, ſo ve 
anxiouſly occupied by one only ſubject, as they 
nennen < 
I was trolling this: mornihg 'with*Mifs Mirvan, 
down a lane about a mile from the grove; When 
we heard the trampling of horſes jam ein 
the natrowneſs of the pallage, we were türnin 
baſtily baek,, hut ſtopped upon Hearing a voice call 
out, ( Pray; Ladies, don't be frightene8, for Iwill 
walk my horſe.” We turned again, and then ſawW 
Sir Clement Willougby. He" diſmounted, and 
approaching us, with the reins in his hand, preſently 
recollected us Good: Heaven; dried he, with : 
his uſual quickneſs, 43 do I ſee Mifs Auville 
and yon, too, Mits Mirvan ff ot Ed SH a0 
He immedately ordered "his ſervant- tor take 
charge of his horſe, and then; advaneing te us 
took à hand of each, which be preſſed to his 
lips, ande ſaid a tboafand fine things Coneerning 
his good fortune, our improved leo, and the 
charms of the country; when: ihhabitdd by 
rural. deities, „ The ton, L Ladies, Has fang 
. ſince your abfence,=-or, belek 1. ; 
much languiſh:d. myſelf, as to be abſolutely , 
inſenſible 


* 
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inſenſible to all it had to offer. One refreſhing 
breeze, ſuch as T now enjoy, awakens me to 


- new vigour, life, and ſpirit. But I never before 


had the good luck to ſee the country in ſuch 
perfection.” 
Has not almoſt every body left town, Sir?” 


: 


ſaid Miſs Mirvan. | 

I am aſhamed to anſwer you, | Madam—but 
indeed it is as full as ever, and will continue ſo, 
till after the birth-day. However, you ladies, were 
ſo little ſeen, that there were but few who know 
what it has loſt. | For my own part, I felt it too 


* 


ſenſible, to be able to endure the place any lon- 


e Is there any body remaining there, that we 

were acquainted with ?“ cried I. HAY 

„ O yes, Ma'am.“ And then he named two 

or three perſons we had ſeen when with him; 

but he did not mention Lord Orville, and I would 
ot aſk him, leſt he ſhould thing me curious. 
erbaps, if he ſtays here ſome time, he may ſpeak 

of him by accidennn . 

+ He was proceeding in this complimentary ſtyle, 


when we were met by the Captain; who no ſooner 


preceived Six Clement, than he haſtened up to him, 
gave him a hearty ſhake of the hand, a cordial ſlap 


on the back, and ſome other equally gentle tokens 
of ſatis faction, aſſuring him of his great joy at his 


viſit, and declaring he was as glad to ſee h ul as if 
he had been a meſſenger who brought news that 
2 French ſhip was ſunk. Sir Clement, on the other 
fide, | expreſſed himſelf With equal warmih, and 


proteſted he had been ſo eager to pay bis re- 


_ to Captain Mirvan, that he had left Lon- 
don! is its full luſtre, and a thouſand; cngage- 
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ments unanſwered, merely to give himſelf that 


pleaſure. 

&« We ſhall have rare ſport,” ſaid the Captain, 
« for do you know 'the old French-woman is 
among us? *Fore George, I have ſcarce made 
any. uſe of her yet, by reaſon I have had no- 

with me that could enjoy a joke: howſom- 
body vi ſhall go hard but we'll have ſome diver- 
ſion now. 

Sir Clement very much approved of the pro- 
poſal; and then we went into : e houſe, : where he 
had a yery grave rece wow from Mrs, Mirvan, who 
is by no means pleaſed with his vifit, and a look 
of much diſcontent from Madame Duval, who faid 
to me, in a low voice, “ Pd as ſoon have ſeen 
Old Nick as that man, for he's the moſt imper- 
n perſon in ;the world, and i is n t never of 
m Au 

The Captain is now actually occupied in con- 
triving ſome ſcheme which, he ſays, is to play the 
old Dowager.off ; and ſo eager an 1 delighted is he 
at the idea, that he can ſcarcely conſtrain his 
raptures ſufficiently . to conceal his deſign, even 
ain herſelf. I wiſh, however, (ma do not 

Madame Duval upon her guard, that 


he 1 bad the e not to een me with, 100 
intention, 61 3-29 
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viſit to Howard Grove, Ke ” 
** Yeſterday morning, during breakfaſt, as the 
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mpny fareigners continually flocking into our coun- 
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May 13th, 


1 HE Captain's operations are begun,—and, I 
hope, ended ; for indeed poor Madame Duval has 
already but too much reaſon to regret Sir Clement's 


wi, he ld br trading the news-paper, Sir Clement 
_— pged to look at it, 71 he wanted to 
know if there was any account of a tra nfaction, at 


which he had been preſent the 8 before his 
journey thither, concerning a poor 


| renchman, 
who had got into a, ſcrape which might coft him 
TH; WH ESTAS ES, SFO ZI. LEI GE ” «41 


his life. 


The Captain demanded particulars; and then 
Sir Clement told him a long ſtory, of being with 
a party of country friends, at the Tower, and 
hearing à man call out for mercy in French; and 
that, when he enquired into the occafion of his diſ- 
trefs, he was informed, that he had been taken up 
upon ſufpieien of trealonable practices againſt the 
government. The poor fellow, continued he, 


no ſooner found that I ſpoke French, than he 


beſought me to hear him, protcſting that he had. 
no evil defigns : that he had been but a ſhort time 
in England, and only waited the return of a Lady. 
from the country, to quit it for ever.” | | 
Madame Duval changed colour, and liſtened. 
with the utmoſt attention, | 

« Now, though I by no means approve of ſo. 


I» 


try, 
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try.“ added he, addreſſing himſelf to the Captain, 
« yet [could not help pity ing the poor wretch, 
becauſe he did not know enough of Engliſh to 
make his defence, however, I found it impoſſible 
to aſſiſt him, for the mob would not- ſuffer me to 
interfere. In truth 1 am afraid he was but rongaly 
handled. , "31 
„Why, did they duck him! = ſaid the Gan 
Something of that ſort,” anſwered ge. | 
„So much the better! ſo much the better !” 
cried the Captain, an impudent French puppy! 
--- 1} bet you what you will he was a raſcal. I 
only wiſh all bis comitrymen - were ſerved the 
ſame.” 

J wiſh you had been in his lace, with all my 
ſoul!“ work, Madame Duval, warmly ; but 
pray, Sir, did 'n't nobody know who this poor 
gentleman was 5 

« Why 1 did hear his name ſpoke,” anſwered 
Sir Clement, “but I cannot recollect it.“, 

It was n't, - it was n't Du Bois i” dam 
mered out Madame Duval. | 
The very name! anſwered he, << yes, Du 
Bois, I remember it now.. 

Madame Duval's cup fell from her hand, as the 
repeated Pu Bois ! pms yu Bois, did you 
ab? ions! vote iNN 

20 Du Bois! who, chat' 8. wy; + friend, , cried! the 
Captain, < that's Manſieur Slippery, b'n't it Inns 
Why he's plaguy fond of ſouſing work; howſom- 
— Il be ſworn they gave him his fill 'of it.” 5 

„And I'll be fworn,” cried Madame Duval, 
40 that you're a- but | don't believe nothing about 
it ſo you need n't be fo overjoyed,, for 1 dare 

ay it was ee Menftent Du than I am.“ 


8 Jacht I thought 


2 


I thought at the time,“ / ſaid Sir Clement, 
very gravely, ©* that I had ſeen the gentlemen be- 
fore, and now Lrecollect, I think i it was in oe 
ny with you, Madam. | 

„With me, Sir!“ rides Madame Duval. 

„ Say you fo?” ſaid the Captain, why then 
it muſt be he, as ſure as you're alive |---Well but, 
2 12 friend. what will they do with poor Mon- 
teur !“ 

It is difficult to ſay,” anſwered Sir Clement, 
very thoughtfully, „but, I ſhould ſuppoſe, hat 
if he has not good friends to appear for him, he 

will be in a very unpleaſant ſituation; for theſe 
are ſerious ſort of affairs.“ 

Why, do you think they'll hang him!“ de- 
manded the Captain. 

"wag Clement ſhook his head; but mals: no an- 
r. 

Madame Duval could no longer contain her 
agitation ; ; ſhe ſtarted from her chair, re e 
with a voice half choaked, Hang him !---they 
ean't, they ſhan't- let them at x Fog peril I: 
however, tis all falſe, and I won't believe a word. 
of it but I'll go to town this very moment, and 
ſee * Du Bois \myſelf; N won t wait for no- 
thin 98 UAE nne 

rs. Tee her abt to be alarmed ; ue 
ſhe flew out of the room, and up ſtairs into her own 
apartment. Lady Howard blamed both the gentle- 
men for having been ſo abrupt, and followed her. 
I would have accompanied her, but the Captain 
ſtopped me; and, having firſt laughed very hear- 
| ally,” ſaid he was going to ted: his Venen to 

his hi 's company. 19 FU oog 

% Now, do you dees Aid * 20 _ Lady 
Howard, I ſha'nt pretend. for to enliſt her into 
ex 


E:V.B L þb WA: 183 


my ſeryice, and fo I ſhall een leave her to make 
it out as well as ſhe can; but as to all you, I ex- 
pect obedience, and ſubmiſſion to orders; I am now 
upon a hazardous expedition, having, undertaken 
to convoy a crazy veſſel to the ſhore of Mortifi- 
cation; ſo d'ye ſee, if any of you have any thing 
to propoſe, that will forward the enterpriſe,--- 
why ſpeak and welcome; but if any of you, that 
are of my choſen crew, capitulate, or enter into 
any treaty with the enemy,---1 ſhall look upon you 
as mutinying, and turn you adrift, 

Having finiſhed this harangue, which was inter- 
larded with many expreffions, and ſeagphraſes, that 
I cannot recollect, he gave Sir Clement a wink of 
intelligence, and left us to ourſelves. 7 

Indeed, notwithſtanding the Attempts I ſo fre- 
quently make of writing ſome of the Captain's 
converſation, I can only give you a faint idea of 
his languge: for almoſt every other word he ut- 
ters is accompanied by an oath, which, I am ſure, 
would be as unpleaſant for you to read, as for me 
to write, And, beſides, he makes uſe of a thou- 
_ ſea-terms, which are to me quite unintelligi- 

e. | | 5 
Poor Madame Duval ſent to enquire at all pro- 
bable places, whether ſhe could be conveyed to 
town in any ſtage- coach; but the captain's ſer- 
vant brought her for anſwer, that no London 
ſtage would paſs near Howard Grove till to-day. 
She then ſent to order a chaiſe; but was ſoon aſ- 
ſured that no horſes could be procured. She was 
ſo much inflamed by theſe diſappointments, that 
ſhe threatened to ſet out for town on foot, and it 
was with difficulty that Lady Howard diſſuaded 
her from this mad ſcheme. 3449) 
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The whole morning was filled up with theſe en- 
quiries. But, when we were all aſſembled to din- 
ner, ſhe endeavoured to appear perfectly uncon- 
cerned, and repeatedly proteſted that ſhe gave not 
any credit to the report, as far as it regarded M. 
Du Bois, being very certain that he was not the 
perſon in queſtion. 

The Captain ufed the moſt brovening efforts to 

convince her tnat ſhe deceived herſelf; while Sir 
Clement, with more art, though not leſs malice, 
affected to be of her opinion; but, at the ſame 
time that he pretended to relieve her uneaſineſs, 
by ſaying that he doubted not having miſtaken 
the name, he took care to enlarge upon the dan- 
24 to which the unknown 2 eman Was ex po- 
ed, and expreſſed great concern at his perilous 
ſituation, * 

Dinner waa hardly moved, when a letter was 
delivered to Madame Duvak The moment ſhe 
had read it, ſhe haſtily demanded from whom it 
came ( A country boy brought ity” ane the 
ſervant, '** but he would not wait.” 

' +4240} | Run after him this inſtant l“ cried ſhe, % and 
be ſure you bring him back. Mon Dieu ! quel 
ava nture t gqus-ferai- je? 

What's the matter? what's — matter? 
ſaid the Captain. 

Why nothing,---nothing's the matter O mon 
Dieu 

And ſhe rofe, and walked about the room, 

„Why, What-- has Monſieur ſent to you? 
r the a. is that there letter from 
him?“ 


„No, sit i'n't; beſides, if it is, ire nothing 
to you. 


« O then, 
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« O then, I'mſure it is! Pray now, Madame, 
don't be ſo cloſe; come, tell us all about it. 
what does he ſay? how did he reliſh the horſe- 
pond ?—which did he find beſt, ſouſing ſingle or 
double ?—'Fore George, twas plaguy unlucky you 
was not with him!“ | 1 15 

« It's no ſuch a thing, Sir,” eried- ſhe, very 
angrily,“ and if you're ſo very fond of a horſe- 
pond, I wiſh you'd put yourſelf into one, and not 
be always a thinking about other people's being 

ſerved ſo.” 

The man then came in, to acquaint her they 
could not overtake the boy. She ſcolded violently, 
and was in ſuch peturbation, that Lady Howard 
interfered, and begged to know the cauſe of her 
uneaſineſs, and whether ſhe ſhould aſſiſt her? 

Madame Duval caſt her eyes upon the Captain, 
and Sir Clement, and ſaid ſhe thould be glad to 
ſpeak to her Ladyſhip, without ſo many witneſſes. 

„ Well, then, Miſs Anville,” faid the Cap- 
tain, turning to me, “do you and Molly go into 
another room, and ſtay there till Mrs. Duval has 
opened her mind to us.” 5 

80 you may think, Sir,” cried ſhe, „but 
who's fool then ? no, no, you need n't trouble 
yourſelf to make a ninny of me, neither, for 'm 
not ſo eaſily taken in PI] aſſure you.“ . 

Lady Howard then invited her into the dreſſing- 
room, and | was deſired to attend her. 
As ſoon as we had ſhut the door, O my 
Lady,“ exclaimed Madame Duval, here's the 
moſt cruelleſt thing in the world has happened !— 
but that Captain is ſuch a beaſt, I can't ſay no- 
thing before him,—bur it's all true ! poor M. Du 
Bois is tucked up!“ | | 
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Lady Howard begged her to be comforted, ſay. 
ing: that as M. Du Bois was certainly | innocent, 
—_ could be no doubt of his ability to clear him- 
Tobe ſure, my Lady,” anſwered- ſhe, „ 
know he is innocent; and to be ſure they'll never 
be ſo wicked as to hang him for nothing ?” 
„ Certainiy not;“ repiied Lady Howard, “ you 
have no reaſon to be uncaſy. This is not a coun- 
try where puniſhment is inflicted without proof.“ 
„Very true, my Lady; but the worſt thing 
is this; I cannot bear that that fellow, the Cap- 
tain, ſhould know about it; for if he does, I 
ſha'n't never hear the laſt of it; — no more won't 
poor M. Du Bois.“ u 
„Well, well,” ſaid Lady Howard, . ſhew 
me the letter, and I will endeavour to adviſe 
A | | 
The letter was then produced. It was ſigned by 
the clerk of a country juſtice z who acquainted her, 
that a priſoner, then upon trial for ſuſpicion of 
treaſonable practices againſt the government, was 
| juſt upon the point of being committed to jail, but 
aving declared that he was known to her, this 
clerk had been- prevailed upon to write, in order to 
' enquire if ſhe really could ſpeak to the character 
and family of a F renchman who called himſelf 
Pierre De:Bot;: 27 tg | 
When I heard the letter, I was quite amazed at 
its ſucceſs, So improbably did it ſeem, that a fo- 
reigner ſhould be taken before a country juſtice of 
ce, for a crime of ſo dangerous a nature, that 
cannot imagine how Madame Duval could be 
alarmed, even for a moment. But, with all her 
violence of temper, I fee that ſhe is eaſily fright- 
ened, and, in fact, more cowardly than many _ 
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have not half her ſpirit; and ſo little does ſhe re- 
fle& upon circumſtances, or probability, that ſhe 
is continually the dupe of her own [ ought 
not to ſay ignorance, but yet, I can think of no 
other word. ow N 
I believe that Lady Howard, from the begin- 
ning of the tranſaction, ſuſpected ſome contrivance 
of the Captain, and this letter, I am ſure, muſt 


| confirm her ſuſpicion : however, though ſhe is not 


at all pleaſed with his frolick, yet ſhe ſhould not 
hazard the conſequence of diſcovering his deſigns, 
her looks, her manner, and her character, made 
me draw this concluſion from her apparent perplex- 
ity; for not a word did ſhe ſay, that implied any 
doubt of her authenticity of the letter. Indeed 
there ſeems to be a ſort of tacit agreement between 
her and the Captain, that ſhe ſhould not appear to 
be acquainted with his ſchemes; by which means 
ſhe at once avoids quarrels, and ſupports her dig- - 


While ſhe was conſidering what to propoſe, 


Madame Duval begged to have the uſe of her 
| Ladyſhip's chariot, that ſhe might go immediate-' 


ly to the aſſiſtance of her friend. Lady Howald 
politely aſſured her that it would be extremely 
at her ſervice; and then Madame Duval beſought 
her not to own to the Captain what had happened, 
proteſting that ſhe could not endure he ſhould 
know that poor M. Du Bois had met with ſo un- 


| fortunate an accident. Lady Howard could not 


help ſmiling, though ſhe readily promiſed not to 
inform the Captain of the affair. As to me, ſhe 
dehred'my attendance; which I was by no means 
rejoiced at, as I was certain ſhe was going upon a 
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I was then commiſſioned to order the chariot, 

At the foot of the ſtairs I met the Captain, who 
was moſt W waiting the reſult of the 
conference, In an inſtant we were joined by Sir 
Clement. A thouſand enquiries were then made 
concerning Madame Duval's opinion of the letter, 
and her intentions upon it: and when I would 
have left them, Sir Clement, . pretending equal 
eagerneſs with the Captain, caught my hand, and 

repeatedly detained me, to aſk ſome frivolous 
1 queſtion, to the anſwer of which he muſt be to- 
| tally indifferent, At length, however, I broke 
from them; they retired into the parlour, and [ 
executed my commiſſion. 

The carriage was ſoon ready, and Madame 
Duval, having begged Lady Howard to ſay ſhe 
was not well, ſtole ſoftly down. ſtairs, deſiring 
| me to follow her. The chariot was ordered at 
the garden door; and when we were ſeated, ſhe 
4 told the man, according to the clerk's directions, 
| to drive ta Mr. Tuſtice Tyrell's, aſking, at the 
| ſame time, how many miles off he lived? 
| I expected he would have anſwered that he knew 
; of no ſuch perſon; but, to my great ſurpriſe, he 
i ſaid, Why Squire Tyrell lives about nine miles 
= deyond the park.” e 
1 „% Drive faſt, then,” cried ſhe,” and you 
= ſha*nt'be no worſe for it.” ada: aa 
| During our ride, which was extremely tedious, 
1 the tormented herſelf with a thouſand fears, for M. 
= Du Bois ſafety; and piqued, herſelf, very much 
8 upon having eſcaped unſeen, by the Captain, not 
1 only that ſhe avoided his triumph, but becauſe ſhe 
knew him to be ſo much M. Du Bois? entmy, that 
[ ſhe was ſure he would prejudice the, PIO e 
1 bim, and endeavour to take away his life. Kor 
by | 5 5 my 
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my part, I was quite aſhamed of being engaged 


in ſo ridiculous an affair, and could only think of 
the abſurd appearance we ſhould make upon our 
arrival at Mr. Tyrrell's. 2 

When we had been out near two hours, and 
expected every moment to ſtop at the place of our 
deſtination, 1 obſerved that Lady Howard's ſer- 
vant, who attended us on horſeback, rode on for- 
ward till he was out of fight, and ſoon after re- 
turning, came up the chariot-window, and de- 
livering a note to Madame Duval, ſaid he had 
met a boy, who was juſt coming with it to How- 
ard Grove, from the clerk of Mr. Tyrrell. 

While ſhe was reading it, he rode round to the 
other window, and making a ſign for ſecrecy, 
put into my hand a ſlip of paper, on which was 
written, Whatever happens, be not alarmed, 
ts are ſafe, though you endanger all man- 

n 12 | N 
ILreadily imagined that Sir Clement muſt be 
the author of this note, which prepared me to 
expect ſome diſagreeable adventure: but I had no 
time to ponder upon it, for Madame Duval had 
no ſooner read her own letter, than, in an angry 
tone of voice, ſhe. exclaimed, Why now what 
2 thing is this! here we're come all this way for 
nothing!“ Th 8 

She then gave me the note, which informed 
her, that ſhe need not trouble herſelf to go to Mr. 
Tyrrel's, as the priſoner had the addreſs to eſ- 
cape, I congratulated her upon, this fortunate 
incident; hut ſhe was ſo much concerned at havyi 
rode ſo far in vain, that ſhe ſeemed leſs pleaſed 
than provoked. However, ſhe ordered the man 


to make what haſte he could home; as ſhe hoped; 
"gy 94, 4 | | hs © at 
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at leaſt to return before the Captain mould ſuſpect 
what had paſſed. 

The carriage turned about, and we journeyed 
ſo quietly for near an hour, that I began to flatter 
myſelf we ſhould be ſuffered to proceed to How- 
ard Grove without further moleſtation, when, 
ſuddenly, the footman called out John, are 

we going right?“ 

| „Why I æn't ſure,” ſaid the coachman, << but 

2H I'm afraid we turned wrong 

| „What do you mean b that, Sirrah ?“ aid 

'\ Madame Duval, „ why if you loſe Jour Way ve 
| ſhall be all in the dark. 3 

„I think we mould turn to the left,” faid the 

footman. 

«© To the left l anwen- the Sher, . No, 
no, I'm partly fure we ſhould turn to the right,” 
| «© You had better make ſome enquiry,” ſaid J. 
c Ma foi,” cried Madame Duval, we're in 2 
| fine hole, here they neither of them know more 
| than the poſt. However, Þ'll tell my Lady, 3s 
| | ſure as er re en ſo you'd vette ow the 
bt | wW 8 
? 25 Lets try chi lage, * ſaid the Factitat. 5 

„No, aid the chsch ai, that's the des to 
= Canterbury z we had beſt go ſtraight on.“ 
=_ 6 Why that s the mad London road, 9 Teturn- 
_ ed the footman, 60 and will lead us 7 miles 

about. n 
Paie,“ cfied-Madajib Duval, "« why they 
= won't g ole way nor t other! and; now we're 

come all this jaunit for nothing, 1 Tupptke we ſhin 
= t home to night?” © 0 
"46 Let's go back to the public- ee che 
6 & and aſk for a guide,” * JEN 
! * | | 6 No, 
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a few minutes, ſomebody or other will paſs by; 
and the horſes are almoſt knocked up already. 
„Well, I proteſt,” cried Madame Duval, I'd 
give a guinea to ſee them ſots both horſe-whipped ! 
As ſure as I'm alive, they're drunk! Ten to one 
but they'll overturn us next, en 
After much debating, they at length, agreed to 
go on, till we came to ſome inn, or met with a 
paſſenger who could direct us. We ſoon arrived 
and went into it. on AY 
In a few minutes he returned, and told us we 
might proceed, for that he had procured a directi- 
on; „ But,” added he, it ſeems there are ſome 
thieves hereabouts; and ſo the beſt way will be for 
. You to leave your watches and purſes with the far- 
mer, who I know very well, and who is an honeſt 
man, and a tenant of my lady's,” , 
Thieves!“ cried Madame Duval, looking 


we ſhall be all murdered'P” © 


we were worth, and the ſervants followed our ex- 
ample. We then proceeded, and Madame Duval's 
anger fo entirely ſubſided; that, in the mildeſt 
manner imaginable, ſhe entreated them to make 
haſte, and promiſed to tell their Lady bow diligent 
and obliging they had been, She perpetually ſtop- 
ped them, to aſk if they apprehended any danger; 
and was at length, ſo much overpowered by her 
fears, that ſhe made the footman faſten his horſe 


ſeat himſelf within it. My endeavours to encou- 
rage her were fruitleſs; ſhe ſat inthe middle, held 


: 


Vox. I. 


\ 


«© No, no,“ ſaid the other, „if we ſtay here 


at a ſmall farm-houſe, and the footman alighted, 


aghaſt, „the Lord help us !---P've no doubt but 


- The farmer came to us; and we gave him all 


to che back of the carriage, and then come zud 


the man by the arm, and proteſted that if he did 
K | d 
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but ſave her life, ſhe would make his fortune. Her 
uneaſineſs gave me much concern, and it was with 
the utmoſt difficulty 1 forbore to acquaint her that 
ſhe was impoſed upon; but the mutual fear of the 
Captain s reſentment to me, and of her own to 
him, neither of which would have any moderation, 


deterred me. As to the footman, he was evident] 


in torture from reſtraining his laughter, and I ob- 
ſerved, that he was frequently obliged to make hor. 
rid grimaces, from pretended fear, in order to con- 
ceal his riſibility. 

Very ſoon after, © the robbers are coming 


«cried the coachman. 


The footman opened the door, and jumped out 
of the chariot. . 1 
Madame Duval gave a loud ſcream. 
1 could no longer preſerve | my ſilence, £5 For 


exven's ſake, my dear Madam.“ faid I, don't be 


alarmed,---you are in no Kro are quite 
fafe there is nothing but 


ere the char iot was ſtopped, by. two men in 


.maſks, who, at each fide put in their hands, as 


if fox our purſes. Madame Duval ſunk to the bot- 


5 tom af the Chariot, and implored their mercy. 1 


ſhrieked involuntarily, Dae prepared for the 
attack: one of them held me aſt, while the other 


tore poor Madame Duval out of the carriage, in 


ſpite of her cries, threats, and reſiſtance. _ - 
I'-was really frightened, and trembled | excced- 

ingly, My angel!“ . cried the man Who held 

me, 0 Fee ſurely. be alarmed, - do you not 


. kay x — ſhall.-hold-myſelf in eternal abhor- 


111 have reall ied, you.“ 33 
= e Indeed, Sir, Clement you have,” cried A1 
Wt but for Heaven's fake, where is n, Du- 
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„ She-is perfectly ſafe; the Captain has her in 
charge: but ſuffer me now, my adored Miſs An- 
ville, to take the only opportunity that is allowed 
me, to ſpeak apon be 31 a much dren, much 
ſweeter ſubject. "mw 1,5. 1 

And then he haſtily mib the charict and 
ſeated himſelf next to me. Iwould fain have dif- 
engaged myſelf from him, but he would not let 
me; „Deny me not, molt charming of women,“ 
cried he, „deny. me not this only moment that is 
lent me, to pour forth my ſoul into your gentle ears, 
to tell you how much I ſuffer from your abſence, 
how much I dread your diſpleaſure.—and Tow 
cruelly L am affected by your coldnefs !” 

O Sir, this.is no time for ſuch language,. — 

ray leave me, pray go to the relief of Madame 
Baal l cannot bear that ſhe ſhould oy treated 
with ſuch indignity ? 
«And will you, —can you command my ab- 

ſence ? When may. I fpeak to you, if not now? 

does the Captain fuffer me to breathe a moment 
out of his fight? and ate not a thouſand a 5 
nent people for ever at your elbow ?“?“ 

Indeed, Sir Clement, you muſt change your 

ſtyle, or 1 will no hear you- The impertinent peo- 
pie you mean, are among my beſt friende, and you 
would not, if you n withed me well, ſpeak of 

them ſo. diſreſpectfully. 
Wiſh yon — {---O Miſs Anvilte, point but 
out to me how, in what manner, I may convince 
you of the feryour of my paſſion, - tell me — 
what ſervices you will accept from me, and 
ſhalt find my — N { ey my whole foul at 
pour devotion.” 
+ F<] want . Sir, chat you can offer 2 3 
vou not to talk to me ſo---ſo ſtrangely. Pray leave 
me, and pray aſſure yourſelf, you cannot take any | 
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method ſo ſueceſsleſs to thew: any regard for me, 


as entering into ſchemes ſo frightful to Madame 
Duval, and ſo diſagreeable to myſelf.” 

The ſcheme was the Captain's; I even oppo- 
ſed it: though, I own, I could not refuſe myſelf 
the ſo-long-wiſhed-for happineſs, of ſpeaking to 
you once more, without ſo many of your friend: 
to watch me. And I had flattered myſelf that the 
note had charged the footman to give you would 
have prevented the alarm you have received.” 


Dy Well, Sir, you have now, I hope ſaid enough; 


and, if you will not go yourſelf to ſee ſor Madame 
14 at leaſt ſuffer me to inquire what is become 
of her.” apt 155 5180 bs ty! 
And when may I ſpeak to you again?“, 


_— Na matter when,---I dont know,--perhaps--" | 


Perhaps what, my angel?” 

Perhaps never, Sir, if you torment me 
thus.” i247 7.39 — 
„ Never! O Miſs Anville- how cruel, how 


piercing to my ſoul is that icy word !---Indeee, I 


; cannot-endure ſuch diſpleaſure,” | 


Then, Sir, you muſt not provoke: it. Pray 
leave me directly.“ F 177 15 12 f 
Will, Madam: but let me, at leaſt, make 
a merit of my obedience, allow me to hope, that 


you will in future, be leſs averſe to truſting your- 


ſelf for a few moments alone with me. 

I was ſurprized at the freedom of this requeſt ; 
but while I heſitated how to anſwer it, the other 
maſk came up to the chariot door, and in a voice 
almoſt ſtifled with laughter, ſaid, 5+ I've done for 
her??. the old buck, is: ſafe; ; but we muſt ſheer off 
directly, or we ſhall be all a ground... 
Y) 1 1 —-_} 1 Annen Sir 
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Sir Clement inſtantly left me, mounted his horſe, 
and rode off. The Captain having given ſome di- 
rections to the ſervants, followed him. e 
I was both uneaſy and impatient to know the fate 
of Madame Duval, and immediately got out of 
the chariot to ſeek her. I deſired the footman to 
ſhew-me which way ſhe was gone; he pointed with 
his finger, by way of anſwer, and I faw that he 
dared not truſt his voice to make any other, I 
walked on, a very quick pace, and foon, to my 
great conſternation, perceived the poor lady, ſeated 
upright in a ditch. I flew: to her, with unſeigned 
concern at her ſituation. She was ſobbing, nay, 
almoſt roaring; and in the utmoſt agony of rage and 
terror. As ſoon as ſne ſaw me ſhe redoubled her 
cries, but her voice was ſo broken, I could not un- 
derſtand a word ſhe ſaid. I was fo much ſhocked, . 
that it was with difficulty I forbore exclaiming 
againſt the cruelty of the Captain, for thus wan 
tonly il]-treating her; and I could not forgive my- 
ſelf for having paſſively ſuffered the deception. I. 
uſed my utmoſt endeavours to comfort her, aſſuring 
her of our preſent ſafety, and begging her to riſe, 
and return to the chariot. | 

Almoſt burſting with paſſion, ſhe pointed to her 
feet, and with frightful violence, ſhe. actually beat 
the ground with her hands. ES, 

I then ſaw, that her feet were tied together with 
a ſtrong rope, which was faſtened to the upper 
branch of a tree, even with an hedge which ran 
along the ditch where ſhe fat. I endeavoured to 
untie the knot, but ſoon found it was infinitely be- 
yond my ſtrength. I was therefore, obliged to 
apply to the ſootman ; but being very unwilling to 
add to his mirth, by the ſight of Madame Duval's 
ltuation, I dcfired him to lend me à knife: I 
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returned with it, and cut the rope. Her. feet were 
ſoon diſentangled, and then, though with great dif. 


ficulty, I aſſiſted her to riſe. But what was my 
aſtoniſhment, when, the moment ſhe was up, ſhe 
hit me a violent ſlap on the face] I retreated from 
her with precipitation and dread, and ſhe then 
loaded me with reproaches, which though almoſt 


unintelligible, convinced me that ſhe imagined 1 


had voluntarily deſerted her; but ſhe ſeemed not 
to have the lighteſt ſuſpicion that ſhe had not been 
attacked by real robbers. 

I was ſo much ſurpriſed , and add at the 


blow, that for ſome time, I ſuffered her to rave, 


without making any anſwer; but her extreme agi - 
tation, and real ſuffering; ſoon diſpelled my an- 


ger, which all turned into compaſſion. I then told 


her, that I had been forcibly detained from fol- 
lowing her, and aſſured her of * — _— at 
her ill uſage. | 

She began to be ebene appeaſed ; wor? 1 nia 
entreated her to return to the carriage, or give me 
leave to order that it ſhould draw up to the place 
where we ſtood.” She made no anſwer, till I told 
her, that the longer we remained ſtill, the greater 
would be tbe danger of our ride Rome. truck 
with this hint, ſhe 8 and _ baſty ſteps, 
moved forward. 

Her dreſs was in ſuch diſorder, mat E'was quite 
forty to have her figure expoſed” to the ſervants, 
who all of them in imitation of their maſter, hold 
her in derifion : however, the diſgraoe was una- 
voidable. 

- The ditch; happily, was almoſt quite dry, be 
the muſt he ſuffered ſtill more ſeverely ; yet, fo 
forlorn, ſo miſerable a figure, I never defore ſaw. 


| Her SG aTITE had fallen off; her linen was torn, 
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her negligee had not à pin left in it; her petti- 
a was obliged to hold on; and her, ſhoes: 


were perpetually flipping off. She was coveted with | 


dirt, * weeds, and filth, and her face was really hor- 
rible, for the pomatum and powder from her head, 
and the duſt from the road, were quite paſted on 
her ſkin' by her tears, which, with her rouge, 


made ſo 'frightful a mixture, that ſhe hardly 


looked human. 211 


The ſervants were ready to die with laughter, 


the moment they ſaw her; but not all my remon- 
{trances could prevail upon her to get into the car- 
riage, till ſhe had moſt vehemently reproached 
them both, for not reſcuing her. The footman 
fixing his eyes on the ground, as if fearful of 


the robbers had vowed they would ſhoot him, if he 
moved an inch, and that one of them had ſtayed 
to watch' the chatiot, while the other carried her 
off; adding, that the reaſon of their behaving ſs 


barbarouſly, was to revenge our having ſecured 
our purſes.” Notwithſtanding her anger, ſhe gave 


immediate credit to what he faid, and really ima- 
gined that her want of money had irritated the 
pretended robbers to- treat her with ſuch cruelty, 
| determined, "therefore, to be catefully upon my. 
guard,” not to betray the impoſition, which could 
now anſwer no other purpoſe, than occaſioning an 
irreparable breach between her and the Captain. 

_ Juſt as we were ſeated in the chariot, ſhe diſ- 
covered the loſs which her head had ſuſtained, and 
called out, My God ! what is become of my 
hair?—why-the villain has ſtole my curls!” 

She then ordered the man to run and ſee if he 
coule find any of them in the ditch. He went, 
and preſently returning, produced a great quantity 
4 | K 4 of 


again truſting himſelf to look at her, proteſted that 
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of hair, in ſuch a naſty condition, that I was 
amazed ſhe would take it; and the man as he de- 
livered it to her, found it impoſſible to keep his 
countenance; which ſhe had no ſooner obſerved, 
than all her ſtormy paſſions were again raiſed. She 
fung the battered curls in his face, 33 « Sittah, 
what do you grin for? I wiſh you'd been ſerved 
ſo yourſelf, and you would n't have found it no 
ſuch joke, you are the impudenteſt fellow ever! 
ſee, and if 1 find you dare prin at me any more, 
I ſhall make noceremony of boxing your ears.” 

. Satisfied with the threat, the man haſtily retired, 
and we drove on. | | | 
© Her anger now ſubſiding into grief, ſhe began 
moſt ſorrowfully to lament her caſe. ** I believe, 
- ſhecried, never nobody was fo unlucky. as I am | 

and fo here, becauſe I ha'n't had misfortunes 
enough already, that puppy has made me loſe my 
curls !—Why 1 can't ſee nobody without -them : 
only look at me,---I was never ſo bad off in my 
life before, Pardie, if i'd know'd as much, I'd 
have brought two or three ſets with me: but I'd 
never a thought of ſuch a thing as this.” 

F inding her now ſomewhat pacified, I ventured 
to aſk an account of her adventure, which I will 
_endeayour to write in her own words. 

«© Why, child, all this misfortune comes of 
that puppy making us leave our money behind us; 
for as ſoon as the robber ſee I did not put nothing 
in his hands, he lugged me out of the chariot, by 
main force, and I verily thought he'd have mur- 
dercd me. He was as ſtrong as a lion ; I was, no 
more in his hands than a child. But I believe never 
nobody was ſo abuſed before, for he dragged me 
down the road, pulling and hawling me all the way, 
as if I had no more feeling than a horſe, I'm ws 

. * 
* | 
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with I could ſee that man cut up and quartered: 
alive! however, he'il come to the. galtows, that's 
one good thing: So, as ſoon as we'd got out of 
fight of the chariot,---though he need n't have 
been afraid, for if he'd beat me to a mummy, 

thoſe cowardly fellows would n't have ſaid nothing 
to it So, when I was got there, what does he 

do, but, all of a ſudden, he takes me by both the 
thoulders; and he gives me ſuch a ſhake I MAon 


Dien I Hall never forget it, if I live to be an 
hundred. I'm ſure J dare ſay I'm out of joint all 
over. 


nd, though I made as much noiſe as ever 
I could, he took no more notice of it than nothing 
at all, but there he ſtood, ſhaking me in that man- 
ner, as if he was doing it for a wager. I'm de- 
termined, if it coſts me all my fortune, Pl] fee 
that villian .hanged. Ha ſhalt be found out, if 
there's a juſtice in England. So when he had 
ſhooked me till he was tired, and 1 felt all over 
like a jelly, without ſaying never a word, he takes 
and pops me into the ditch! l'm fure I thought 
he'd have murdered me, as ſure as I ever thought 
any thing in my life, for he. kept bumping me 
about, as if he thought nothing too bad for me. 
However, I'm reſolved: Il never leave my purſe 
behind me again, the longeſt day I have to live- 
So when he could n't ſtand over me no longer, he 
holds out his hands again for my money; but he 


was as cunning as he: could be, for he wouldn't 
ſpeak a word, becauſe I ſhould. n't ſwear to his 


voice; however, that ſha'nt fave, him, for III 
ſwear to him any day in the year, if I can but 
cateh him. So, when I told him 4 had no money, 


he fell to jerking me again, juſt as if he had but 


that moment begun & And, after that he got me 


cloſe by a tree, and out, of his pocket he pulls a 
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of hair, in ſuch a naſty condition, that I was 
amazed ſhe would take it; and the man as he de- 
livered it to her, found it impoſſible to keep his 
countenance; which ſhe had no ſooner obſerves, 
than all her ſtormy paſſions were again raiſed. She 
fung the battered curls in his face, 33 „ Sixrah, 

what do you grin for? I wiſh you'd been ſerved 
ſo yourſelf. and you would n't have found it no 
ſuch joke, you are the impudenteſt fellow ever I 
ſee, and if 1 find you dare grin at me any more, 
I ſhall make no ceremony of boxing your ears.“ 

Satisfied with the threat, the man haſtily retired, 
and we drove on. 

Her anger now ſubſiding into grief, ſhe began 
moſt ſorrowfully to lament her caſe. ** I believe, 
- ſhecried, never nobody was ſo unlucky. as Jam 
and ſo here, becauſe I ha'n't had misfortunes 
enough already, that puppy has made me loſe my 
curls !—Why I can't ſee nobody without them: 
—only look at me,---I was never ſo bad off in my 
life before, Pardie, if i'd know'd as much, I'd 

have brought two or three ſets with me: but I'd 
never a thought of ſuch a thing as this.“ 

F inding her now ſomewhat pacified, I ventured 
to aſk an account of her adventure, which I will 
_endeayour to write in her own words. 

«© Why, child, all this misfortune comes of 
that puppy making us leave our money behind us; 
for as ſoon as the robber ſee I did not put nothing 
in his hands, he lugged me out of the chariot, by 
main force, and I verily thought he'd have mur- 
dered me. He was as ſtrong as a lion; I was, no 
more in his hands than a child. But I believe never 
nobody was ſo abuſed before, for he dragged me 
down the road, pulling and hawling me all the way, 

as if I had no more feeling than a horſe, I'm 2 
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with I could ſee that man cut up and quartered: 
alive! however, he'il come to the. galtows, that's 
one good thing: So, as ſoon as we'd got out of 
Gght of the chariot,---though he need n't have 
been afraid, for if he'd beat me to a mummy, 
thoſe cowardly fellows would n't have ſaid nothing 
to it So, when i] was got there, what does he 

do, but, all of a ſudden,” he takes me by. both the 
thoulders; and he gives me ſuch a ſhake I- Aon 
Dieu! I mall never forget it, if J live to be an 
hundred. l'm ſure I dare ſay I'm out of joint all 
over. And, though I made as much A ever 
I could, he took no more notice of it than nothing 
at all, but there he ſtood, ſhaking me in that man- 
ner, as if he was doing it for a wager. I'm de- 
termined, if it coſts me all my fortune, PI] ſee 
that villian . hanged. Ha ſhalt be found out, if 
there's a juſtice: in England. So when he had 
ſhooked me till he was tired, and felt all over 
like a jelly, without ſaying never a word, he takes 
and pops me into the ditch! I'm ſure I thought 
he'd have murdered me, as ſure as I ever thought 

any thing in my life, for he. kept bumping me 
about, as if he thought nothing too bad for me. 

However, I'm reſolved FI never leave my purſe 

behind me again, the longeſt day I have to live. 
So. when he could n't ſtand over me no longer, he 

holds out his hands again for my money; but he 


was as cunning as he- could be, for he would n't-. - 
ſpeak a word, becauſe I ſhould. n't ſwear to his 


voice; however; that ſha'nt ſave him, for III; 
ſwear to him any day in the year, if I can but 
catch him. So, when I told him 4 had no money, 
he fell to jerking me again, juſt as if he had but 
that moment begun . And, after that he got me 
<loſe by a tree, and out. of his pocket he pulls a 
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or as ſure as you're alive, be was going to hang 
me to that tree. I ſcreamed like any thing mad, 
and told him if he would but fpate my life, I'd 
never proſecute him, nor tell nobody what he'd 
done to me: fo he ſtood fome time quite in a 
| brown ſtudy, a thinking what he ſhould do. And 
ſo, after that, he forced me to fit down in the 
ditch, and he tied my feet together, . juſt as you 
ſee them, and then, as if he had not done enough, 
he twitched off my cap, and, without ſaying no- 
thing, got on his horſe, and left me in that con- 
dition, thinking, I ſuppoſe, that I might lie there 
and periſh.” of "ba 61 2ud it 
Though this narrative almoſt danpelled me to 


laugh, yet Iwas really irritated with the Captain, 


for carrying his love of tormenting, — ſport he 
calls it,---to ſuch barbarous and unjuſtifiable ex- 
tremes. I conſoled and ſoothed her as well as I 


was able, and told her that, ſince M. Du Bois had 


eſcaped, I hoped, when ſhe recovered from her 
fright all would end well. 8 * 
Fright, child l repeated ſne, why, that's 
not half ;- -I promiſe you, I wiſh: it was; but 


here I'm bruifed from top to toe, and it's well if 
ever I have the right uſe of my limbs again. Ho]. 


ever, Em glad the villain got nothing but bis 
trouble for his pains. But here the worſt is to 
come, for 1 can't go out, becauſe I have got. no 


Curls, and ſo he'll be eſcaped, before I can get to 


the Juſtice to ſtop him. Pm reſolved l tell Lady 
Howard how her man ſerved me, for if he had nt 
made me fling em away, T dare ſay I could have 
pinned them up well enough for the country. 


" 


* Perhaps Lady Howard may be able to lend 


you a cp that will wear without them“ 
75 : 4 . ; 5 4 Lady 
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Lady Howard, indeed ! why, do you think 
I'd wear one of her- dowdies? o, or promiſe 
you, I ſhan't put on no ſuch difguiſement. It's the 
unluckieſt thing in the world that I did not make 
the man pick up the curls again; but he put me 
in ſuch a paſſion, I could not think of nothing. 
know I can't get none at Howard Grove for love 
not money, for of all the ſtupid places ever I ſee, 
that Howard Grove is the worſt ! there's never no 
getting nothing one wants“. 

This ſort of converſation laſted till we arrived 
at our journey's end; and then, a new diſtreſs 
occurred; Madame Duval was eager to ſpeak to 
Lady Howard and Mrs. Mirvan, and to relate her 
misfortunes, but ſhe could not endure that Sir 
Clement or the Captain ſhould fee her in ſuch diſ- 
order, for ſhe ſaid they were ſa ill-natured, that in- 
ſtead of pitying her, they would only make a jeſt 
of her diſaſters, She therefore ſent me firſt into 
the houſe, to wait for an opportunity of their be- 
ing out of the way, that ſhe might ſteal up ſtairs . 
unobſerved. In this I fucceeded, as the 2 ' 
thought it moſt prudent not to ſrem warchirig för 
her; though they both, contrived te divert them 
ſelves with peeping at her as ſhe paſſ gd. 
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She went immedrately. to bed, where ſhe h 
her ſupper. Lady Howard and Mrs. Miran bot 
of them very kinely fat with hery and liſtened to 
har tale with compaſſionate attention; while Miſs . 
tirvan and I retired to our on room, Where Ek 
was very glad to end the troubles of the day ima 
comfortable converſa tion 


EI. 


- The/Captain's raptures, during ſupperꝶ at the 
fucceſs of his plan, were boundleſs, 1 ſpokeg 
afterwards, to Mrs. Mirvan; with the openneſs 
_ which her kindneſs eucourages, and begged her to 
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remonſtrate with him upon the cruelty of torment- 
ing Madame Duval ſo cauſeleſsly. She promiſed 
to take the firſt opportunity of ſtarting the ſ ubject, 
but ſaid he was at preſent, ſo much A that he 
would not liſten to her with any patience. How- 
ever ſhould he make any new efforts to moleſt her, 
I can by no means conſent to be paſſive. Had 1 
imagined he would have been ſo violent, I would 
have riſked his anger in her defence much ſooner. 
_ © "Dhe has kept her bed all day, and declares ſhe is 
almoſt bruiſed to death. | 
Adieu, dear Sir. What a long letter have I 


written ! I could almoſt fancy I ſent it you from 
r | | 
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\ Evelina in continuation. 
Howard Grove, May 15. 


T HIS inſatiable Captain, if left to himſelf, 
would not, I believe, reſt, till he had tormented 
Madame Duval into a fever. He ſeems to have 
no:deliglht but in terrifying or provoking her, and 
all his thoughts apparently turn upon inventing 
ſuch methods as may do it moſt effetually. 

She had her breakfaſt again in bed yeſterday 
morning; but during ours, the Captain with a 
very ſignificant look at Sir Clement, gave us to 
un — that he thought ſhe had not reited 
long enough to bear the hardſhips of a freſh cam- 
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His meaning was obvious, and, therefore, I re- 
folved to endeavour immediately to put a ſtop to 
his intended exploits. When breakfaſt was over, 
I followed. Mrs. Mirvan out of the parlour, and 
begged her to loſe, no time in pleading the cauſe of 
Madame Duval with the Captain. My love,” 
anſwered. ſhe, I have already expoſtulated with 
him; but all I can ſay is fruitleſs, while his fa- 
yourite Sir Clement contrives to urge him on.” 

« Then I will go and ſpeak to Sir Clement.“ 
ſaid I, “ for I kgow he will deſiſt, if I requeſt - 
him.” 5 N 7 8 
„Have a care, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, 
« jt is ſometimes dangerous to; make requeſts to 
men, who are too deſirous of receiving them.“ 

„Well then, my dear Madam, will you give 
me leave to ſpeak myſelf to the Captain??? 

« Willingly ; nay, I will accompany you to 
him.” . MN Pt Se 

I thanked her, and we went to ſeek him. He 
was walking in the garden with Sir Clement. Mrs. 
Mirvan moſt obligingly made an opening for my pur- 
poſe, by ſaying, ** Mr. Mirvan, I have brought a 
petitioner with me.“ a5 my 
„Why, what's the matter now?“ cried he. 

I was fearful of making him angry, and ſtam- 
mered very much, when 1 told him, I hoped he 
had no new plan for alarming Madame Duval. 

« New plan!” cried he,“ why, you don't ſup- 
poſe the old one would do again, do you!? Not but 
that it was a very good one, only I doubt ſhe. 
would nt bite.“ * £ 7 111 C249 - 
Indeed, Sir, ſaid I,“ ſhe has already ſuſ- 
fered too much, and I hope you will - pardon me, 
if I take the liberty of telling you, that I think it 
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my duty to do all in my power to prevent her 


being again fo much terrified. “ 
A ſullen gloominefs inſtantly clouded his face, 
and, turning ſhort from me, he ſaid, I might do as 
I pleaſed, but that I ſhould much ſooner repent 
than tepair my officiouſheſs, * * 

I was too much diſconcerted at this rebuff, to 
attempt making any anſwer, and, finding that Sir 
Clement warmly eſpouſed my caufe, I walked 
away, and left them to diſcuſs the point together. 
Mrs. Mirvan, ho never ſpeaks to the Captain 


-, when he is out of humour, was glad to follow me, 


and, with her uſual. ſweetneſs, made a thouſand 
apologies for her huſband's ill-manners. 

When | left her, I went to Madame Duval, 
who was juſt riſen, and employed in examining the 


_ © eloaths {He had on the day of her ill uſage. 


Here's a fight ! eried ſhe. Come here, child, 
—only look—Pardz, fo long as I've lived, 1 never 
ſee ſo much before! Why all my things are ſpoilt, 
and, what's worſe, my ſacque was as good as new. 


Here's the ſecond negligee Ve uſed in this man- 


ner Il am fure I was a fool to put it on, in ſuch a 
loneſome place as this; however, if I ſtay here theſe 


ten years, 1'1] never put on another good pown, 
that l'm reſolved. ?“ Ft $5... | 0 g 
Will you let the maid try if ſhe can iron it 


cout, or clean it, Ma'am?““ 


No, ſhe'll only make bad worſe. But Took 


bete, now, here's a cloak! Mon dien] why it 
looks like a difh-clout ! Of all the unluckineffes 


that ever I met this is the worſt !! for, do on 
know, 1 bought it but the day before U left Paris? 
Beſides, into the bargain, my cap's quite gone; 


vrhere the villain twitched it, F don't know, but 1 


fee no more vf it from that time to this. Now you 
8 6 mu 
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muſt know this was the becomingeſt cap I had in 
the world, for I've never another with pink ribbon 
in it: and, to tell you the truth, if I had n't thought 
to have ſeen M. Du Bois, I'd no more have put it 
on than I'd have flown; for as to what one wears 
in ſuch a ſtupid place as this, it ſignifies no more 
than nothing at all.“ „ | 
She then told me, that ſhe had been thinking 
all night of a contrivance to hinder the Captain's 
ſinding out ber lois of cutls; which was, having a 
large gauze handkerchief pinned on her bead as a 
hood, and ſaying ſhe had the tooth- ac. 
«Fo tell you the truth,” added the, “I be- 
lieve that Captain is one of the worſt men in the 
world; he's always making a joke of me; and as 
to his being a gentleman, he has no more manners 
than a bear, for he's always upon the grin when 
one's in diftreſs; and, I declare, I'd: rather be done 
any thing to than laughed at, for, to my mind, 
it's one or other the diſagreeableſt thing in the 
Won „ 1 Bo "OF 
Mrs Mirvan, I found, had been endeavouting 
to diſſuade her from the deſign the had formed, of 
having recourſe to the law, in order to find out the 
ſuppoſed robbers; for ſhe dreads a diſcovery of the 
Captain, during Madame Duval's ſtay at Howard 
rove, as it could mot fail being productive of in- 
finite commotion. She has, therefore, taken great 
pains to ſhew the inutility of applying to juſtice, 
unleſs ſhe were more able to deſcribe the offen- 
ders againſt whom ſhe would appear, and has aſ- 
6 ſured her, that as ſhe neither heard their voices, 
| nor ſay their faces, ſhe cannot poſſibly fwear to 
their perſans, or obtain redr ee. 
| Madame Duval, in telling me this, extremely 
N 


lamented her hard fate, that ſhe was thus pre- 
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vented from revenging her injuries; which, ,how- 
ever, ſhe vowed would not be perſuaded to 
pobket tamely, becauſe, added ſhe, if ſuch vil- 
lains as theſe are let to have their own way, and 
nobody takes no notice of their impudence they'l} 
make no more ado than nothing at all of tying peo- 
le in ditches, and ſuch things as that: however, 
Hall conſult with M. Du Bois, as ſoon as I can 
ferret out where he's hid himſelf. I'm ſure I've a 
right-to his-advice, for it's all along of his gaping 
about at the Tower that I've met with theſe mis- 
fortunes.” -» FOE TY 9 | 
M. Du Bois, faid I, will, Jam ſure, be very 
ſorry when he hears what has happened.!“ 
And what good will that do now?—that 
won't unſpoil all my cloaths; I can tell him, I 
a'n't much obliged to him, though it's no fault of 
his; —yet it i'n't the leſs provokinger for that. 
I'm ſure, if he had been there, to have ſeen me 
ſerved in that manner, and put neck and heels into 
a ditch, he'd no more have thought it was me than 
the Pope of Rome. III promiſe you, whatever 
you may think of it, I ſhan't have no reſt, night 
not day, till I find out that rogue.“ rs 
«© I. have no doubt, Madam, but you will f>xn 
diſcover him.” AL eee e e d e 


e Pardie, if Ido, I'll hang him, as ſure as fate 
but what's the oddeſt, is that he ſhould take ſuch 
a *ſpecial ſpite againſt me, above all the reſt ! it wis 
as much for nothing, as could be, for I don't know 
what I have done, ſo particular bad, to be uſed in 
that manner: Pm;fure, I had nct given him no of- 
fence, as I know of, for I never ſce his face all the 
time; and as to fereaming a tle, 1 think it's 
very hard if one muſt n't do ſuch a thing as that, 
wen one's put im fear of one's iſe. Tg 
ie ; | During 
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he preſſed to his lips, ſaying, ** And mutt I then, 
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During this converſation, ſne endeavoured to ad- 
juſt her head-dreſs, but could not at all pleaſe her- 
ſelf. Indeed, had I not been preſent, I ſhould have 
thought it impoſſible for a woman of her time of 
life to be ſo very difficult in regard to dreſs. What 
ſhe may have in view, I cannot imagine, but the 
labour of the toilette ſeems the chief buſineſs of 
her liſe. 1 5 r 
When I left her, in my way down ſtairs, I met 
with Sir Clement, who, with great earneſtneſs, 
ſaid he muſt not be denied the honour of a mo- 
ment's converſation with me; and then, without 
waiting for an anſwer, he led me to the garden, at 
the door of which, however, I abſolutely inſiſted 
upon ſtopping. r 1 
He ſeemed very ſerious, and ſaid, in a very grave 


tone of voice, At length, Miſs Anville, I flat- 
ter myſelf that I have hit upon an expedient that 


will oblige. you, and therefore, though it is death 
o— I will put it in practice.“ ih 
I, begged him to explain himſelſ. E Lo dd 
« I ſaw your defire of ſaving Madame Duval, 


and ſearce could I refrain giving the brutal Captain 


my real opinion of his ſavage conduct; but I am 
unwilling to quarrel, with him, left I ſhould be de- 
nied entrance into a houſe which yoT inhabit : I 
have been endeavouring to N with him to 


give up his abſurd new ſcheme, but I find him im- 


penetrable;— I have therefore determined to make 
a pretence for ſuddenly leaving this place, dear as 
it is to me, and containing all I moſt admire and 
adore ;—and I will ſtay in town till the violence 

of his boobyiſh humour is abated.” . 


He ſtopt; but I was filent, for I knew not 
what L ought to ſay, He took my hand, which 


- 


* 
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' Miſs Anville muſt I quit you ſacriſice voluntari] 
my greateſt felicity, and yet not be honoured wit 
one word, one look of approbation?ꝰ | 
I withdrew my hand, and ſaid, with a half laugh 
«You knew too well, Sir Clement the value of 
the favours you confer, that it would be ſuperflu- 
ous for me to point it ou.“ 
„Charming, charming girl! how does, your 
wit, your underſtanding! riſe upon me daily ! and 
_ I, can I part with .you —will no other me- 
O Sir, do you fo ſoon repent the good ache 
you had planned for Madame Duval? 
„For Madame Duval !--cruel creature, and 
will you not even ſuffer me to place to your account 
thefacrifice I am about to make?“ | 
 « You muſt place it, Sir, to what account you 
pleaſe; but I am in too much haſte now to ſtay 
nere any longer, $5 22 
And then I would have left him, but he held 
me, and, rather impatiently, ſaid, © if, then, 


I cannot be ſo hhppy as tooblige you, Miſs Anville 


ner? 7 1 


you muſt not be ſurpriſed, ſhould 1 ſeek to oblige 
myſelf. If my ſcheme is not honoured with. your 
approbation, for which alone it was formed, why 
mould I, to my own infinite diſſatisfaction, pur- 
Me were then for a few minutes, both filent 
I was really unwilling he ſhould give up a plan, 
which would ſo effectually break into the Captain's 
defigns, and at the fame time, ſave me the pain 
of diſobliging him; and 1 ſhould inſtantly and 
thankfully have accepted his offered civility, had 
not Mrs. Mirvan's caution made me fearful. How- 
ever when he preſſed me to ſpeak, I ſaid, in an 
ifonical voice. I had thought Sir, that the very 

e erg ſtrong 


Pc... "I 


, ceived a letter this morning 


the letter might be intercepted. 


* 
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ſtrong ſenſe you have yourſelf of the favour you 
propoſe to me, would fufficiently have repaid. you, 


but, as I was miſtaken, I muſt thank you myſelf 


v 


And, now,“ making a low'curtſey, „ hope, Sir 
you are ſatisſied. “ r 4 1 
Lovelieſt of thy ſex he 


* 


began, but 1 forced 


. myſelf from him, and ran up ftairs. 


Soon after; Miſs Mirvan told me that Sir Cle- 
ment had juſt received a letter, which: obliged; him 
inſtantly to leave the Grove, and that he had ac- 
tually ordered a ' chaiſe. I then acquainted "her. . 
with the real ſtate of the affair. Indeed, I con- 
cealed nothing from her, ſhe is ſo gentle and ſweet- 
tempered, that it gives me great pleaſure to place 
an entire confidence in her. 

At dinner, I maſt own; we all miſſed him; for 
though the flightineſs of his behaviour to me, when 
we are by ourſelves,-is very diſtreſling, yet, in large 
companies, and general converſation, he is ex- 
tremely entertaining and agreeable, As to the 
Captain he has been ſo much chagrined at his de- 


parture, that he has ſcarce ſpoken a word ſince he 


went; but Madame Duval, who made her firft pub- 
lic appearance ſince heraccident, : was quite in rap- 
tures that ſhe eſcaped ſeeing him. FY 
The money which we. left at the farm-houſe, 
has been returned to us. What pains the Captain 
muſt haye taken to arrange and manage the adven- 
tures which he choſe we ſhould meet with | Yet 
he muſt certainly be diſcovered, for Madame Du- 
val is already very much F at having re- 
r 


om M. Du Bois, in 


which he makes no mention of his impriſonment 
However, ſhe. has ſo little ſuſpicion, that ſhe im- 
putes his ſilence upon the ſubject, to his fears that 


Not 


- F 
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Not one opportunity could I meet with, while 
Sir Clement was here, to enquire after his friend 
Lord Orville; but I think it was ſtrange he ſhould 
never mention him unaſked. Indeed I rather won- 
der that Mrs. Mirvan herſelf did not introduce the 
ſubject, for ſhe always ſeemed particularly atten- 
tive to him we PIT GEBE 1 | 
And now once more, all my thoughts involun- 
tarily turn upon the letter I ſo ſoon expect from Pa- 
ris. This viſit of Sir Clement has, however, 
ſome what diverted my fears, and therefore I ami ve- 
95 glad he made it at his time. Adieu, my dear 
Ir. 3: 1b f 90 + ien! 


LETTER XXXV. 
Sir John Belemont to Lady Howard. 
18 01 Paris, May 11. 

P Madam, * } 

I HAVE this moment the honour of your Lady- 
ſhip's letter, and I will not wait another, before ! 
_— wr... 

It ſeldom happens that a man, though extolled 
as a faint, is really without blemiſh; or that 
another, though reviled as a devil, is really with- 
out 2 7 Perhaps the time is not very diſ- 
tant, when I may have the honour to convince 

our Ladyſhip of this truth, in regard to Mr. 
Villars r i 

As to the young Lady, whom Mr. Villars ſo 
obligingly propoſes preſenting to me, I with her 
all the happineſs to which, by your Ladyſhip's 
account, ſhe ſeems entitled; and if ſhe has a third 
«” — / part | 


- 


Nie. _ 


part of the merit of her to whom you compare her, 

doubt not but Mr. Villars will be more ſucceſs- 

ful in every other application he may make for her 

advantage, than he can ever be in any with which 

he may be pleaſed to favour me. 5 Wl 

I have the honour to be, 

tier nous: ent fas |: 2 - 

1 11 +... your Ladyſhip's moſt humble 

2g rs and moſt obedient ſervant, 
TI Joux BELMONT. 


— — — 
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Evelins to the Rev, Mr. Pillars, , _ 
Howard Grove May 18. 


* E LL, my dear Sir, all is now over ! the 
letter ſo anxiouſly expeCted, is at length arrived, 
and my doom is fixed. The various feelings which 
oppreſs me. I have not language to deſcribe ; nor 
need I, -you know my heart, you have yourſelf 
formed it,—and its ſenſations, upon this occaſion 
you may but too RAG imagine. be 
\ Outcaſt as1 am, and rejected for ever by him to 
whom I of right belong, —ſhall I now implore your 
continual protection? — no, no, —I will not offend 
your Err heart (which open to diſtreſs, has 
no wiſh but to relieve it) with an application that 
would ſeem to imply a doubt. 1 am more ſecure 
than ever of your kindneſs, ſince you now know 
upon that is my ſole dependance. et: 
= I Endeavour to bear this ſtroke with compoſure 

and in ſuch a manner as if I had already receive; 
Your counſel and confolation. Yet, at times my 


; emotions 


— > YO 


emotions are almoſt too much for me. O Sir, what 
a letter for à parent to write } miſt I Hor myſelf be 
deaf to the voice of Nature, if I could endure to 
de thus abſalutely abandoned, without regret? I 
dare not, even to you, nor would I, could I help 
it, to myſelf, acknowledge all that I think; for, 
indeed, I have ſometimes, ſentiments upon this 
rejection, which my ſtrongeſt ſenſe of duty can 
ſcarcely correct. Vet, ſuffer me to aſk, —might 
not this anſwer have been ſoftened ?—was it not 
enough to diſclaim me for ever, without treating 
me with "contempt, and wounding me with de- 
riſion. © +4 n 
But, while I am thus thinking of myſelf, I for- 
get how much. more he is the object of ſorrow, 
than I am! Alas, what amends can he make him- 
ſelf, for the anguiſh he is hoarding up for time to 
come I My heart bleeds for him, whenever this te- 
flection occurs to me. T9 
What is ſaid of you, my protector, my friend, 
my benefactor !—I dare not truſt myſelf to com- 
ment upon. Gracious Heaven ! what a return for 
goodneſs: ſo unparralleled! _ | 
'T would fain endeavour to divert my thoughts 
from this ſubject, but even that is not in my pow- 
er; for, afflifting as this letter is to me, I, find that 
r will not be allowed. to conclude the affair, though 
it does all my expectations; for Madame Duval 
has determined not to let it reſt here. She heard 
the letter in great wrath, and proteſted ſhe would 
not be ſo eaſily anſwered ; ſhe regretted her- faci- 
lity, in having been prevailed upon to yield the di- 
3 5 of this affair to thoſe who knew not how to 
manage it, and vowed ſhe would herlelf undertake 
and conduct it in future, x A vl ee 


* 


\ 


e 
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It is in vain that I have pleaded againſt her reſo- 
lution, and beſought her to forbear an attack, where 
ſhe has nothing to expect but reſentment ; eſpeci- 
ally as there ſeems to be a hint, that Lady Howard 

will one day be more (openly dealt with: the will 
not hear me; ſhe is furioufly bent upon à project 
which is terrible to think of, —for ſhe means to go 
herſelf to Paris, take me with her, and there, 


4 


face to face, demand juſtice ! ee Mee 
How to appeaſe or perſuade her, I know not; 
but for the univerſe would I not be dragged, in 
ſuch a manner, to an interview ſo awful; with a 
parent I have never yet beheld ! b, 
Lady Howard and Mrs. Mirvan are both of them 
infinitely ſhocked at the preſent ſituation of affairs, 
and they ſeem to be even more kind to me than 
ever; and my dear Maria, who is the friend of my 
heart, uſes her utmoſt efforts to conſole me, and, 
when ſhe fails in her deſign, with {till greater kind- 
neſs, ſhe ſympathizes in my ſorrow. 1 
Every much rejoice, however, that Sir Clement 
Willoughby had left us before this letter arrived. 
I am ſure the general confuſton of the houſe would, 
otherwiſe, have betrayed to him the whole of a 
tale which I now, more than ever, wiſh to have 
buried in oblivion. | 
Lady Howard thinks I ought not to diſoblige 
Madame Duval, yet ſbe acknowledges the impro- 
priety of my accompanying her abroad upon ſuch 
an enterprize. Indeed I would rather die, than force 
myſelf into his preſence. But ſo vehement is Ma- 
dame Duval, that ſhe would inſtantly have com- 
pelled me to attend her to town, in her way to 
Paris, had not Lady Howard ſo far exerted herfelf, 


* 


as to declare ſhe could by no means conſent to my 
| W 11 ien 4 Jauitting. 
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quitting her houſe, till ſhe gave me up to you, b 
whoſe os I had Lak it. s 1 6 
_ She was extremely angry at this denial.; and the 
Captain, by his ſneers and- raillery, ſo much en- 
creaſed her rage, that ſhe has' poſitively declared, 
- ſhould your next letter - diſpute her authority to 
guideme by her own pleaſure, ſhe will, without 
heſitation, make a journey to Berry Hill, and teach 
you to know who ſbe is. FRA 
Should ſne put this threat in execution, nothing 
could give me greater uneafineſs, for her violence 
and volubility would almoſt diſtract you. 
Unable as I am to act for myſelf, or to judge 
what conduct I ought to purſue, how ae do [ 
feel myſelf, that I have ſuch a guide and direc- 

tor to counſel and inſtruct me as yourſelf ! ! 
Adieu, my deareſt Sir, Heaven, I truſt, will 
never, never, let me live to be repulſed and 

derided by you, to whom I may now ſign myſelf, 
1 n Wholly your + _ 
EVELINA. 


I” 8 


e F ak Reil 
Mr. Villars to Evelina. 
Berry Hill, May 25. 


L E T not my Evelina be depreſſed by a ſtroke of 
fortune for which ſhe is not reſponſible. No breach 
of duty on your part, has incurred the unkind- 
neſs which has been ſhewn you, nor have you, by 
any act of imprudence, provoked either cenſure or 
reproach. Let me entreat you, therefore, my 
deareſt child, to ſupport yourſelf with that cou- 


Tage 
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tage which your innocency ought to inſpire; and 
let all the affliction you allow yourſelf, be for him 
only, who not having that ſupport, muſt one day 
be but too ſeverely ſenſible how much he wants it. 
The hint thrown out concerning myſelf, is 
wholly unintelligible to me, my heart, I dae own, 
fully acquits me of vice, but without blemiſp, I 
have never ventured to pronounce myſelf. | How- 
ever, it ſeems his intention to be hereafter more 
explicit, and then,—ſhould any thing appear, that 
has, on my part, contributed to thoſe misfortunes 
we lament, let me, at leaſt, ſay, that the moſt 
partial of my friends cannot be ſo much aſtoniſhed 
as I ſhall myſelf be, at ſuch a diſcovery, _ _ 

The mention, alſo, of any future applications I 
may make, is equally beyond my comprehenſion, 
But I will not dwell. upon a ſubject which almoſt 
compels from me - reflections that cannot but be 
wounding to a heart ſo formed for filial tenderneſs 
as my 3 There is an air of myſtery _ 
throughout the letter, the explanation of whic 
I will await in filence. 

The ſcheme of Madame Duval is ſuch as might 
be reaſonably expected from a woman ſo little 
inured to diſappointment, and ſo totally incapable 
of conſidering the delicacy of your fituation. Your 
averſeneſs to her plan gives me pleaſure, for it 
exactly correſponds with my own. Why will ſhe 
not make the journey ſhe projects by herſelf? She 
'would not have even the wiſh of an oppoſition to 
encounter. And then, once more, might my child 
and myſelf be left to the quiet enjoyment of that 
peaceful happineſs, which ſhe alone has inter- 
rupted.' As to her coming hither, I could, indeed, 
diſpenſe with ſuch a viſit ; but, if ſhe will not be 
Vor. $i: \ | 5 5 ſatisfied 


7 
r 
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ſatisfied with my refuſal by letter, I muſt ſubmit 
to the taſk of giving it her in perſon. 
My impatience for your return is encreaſed by 
your account of Sir Clement Willoughby's viſit to 
-Howard Grove. I am but little ſurprized at the 
perſevegance of his aſſiduities to intereſt you in his 
favour ; but I am very much hurt that you ſhould 
be expoſed to addreſſes, which, by their privacy, 
have an air that ſhocks me. You cannot, m 
love, be too circumſpect; the lighteſt — 
on oe part, will be taken advantage of, by a man 
of his diſpoſition. It is not ſufficient for you to 
be reſerved ; his conduct even calls for your reſent- 
ment: and ſhould he again, as will doubtleſs be 
his endeavour, contrive to ſolicit your favour in 
Private, let your diſdain and diſpleaſure be fo 
, as to conſtrain a changein his behaviour. 
Though, indeed, ſhould this viſit be repeated while 
you remain at the Grove, Lady Howard muft 
pardon me if I ſhorten yours. | 
Adieu, my child. You will always make my 
reſpets to the hoſpitable family to which we are 
io much obliged. | | | 


a2 
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LET T E R XXXVIIL.. 

; Mr. Hillars to Lady Howard. 

— Berrg-Hill, May 27. 
Dear Madam. 1551 ri 
1 ˙ tata etl ek 
at hearing 1 — had a Fi from Madame Duval, 


us I'doubt not her having made known her in en- 


tion before ſhe left Howard Grove. I would eite 
v 
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have excuſed myſelf this meeting could I have 
avoided it decently; but after ſo long a journey, 
it was not poſſible to refuſe her admittance, + 

She told me, that ſhe came to B Hill, in 
conſequence of a letter I had ſent-to her grand- 
daughter, in which I had forbid her going to Pa- 
ris. Very roughly, ſhe then called me to account 
for the authority which 1 aſſumed !- and, had: I 
been diſpoſed to haye argued with her, ſhe would 
very angrily have diſputed the right by which 1 
uſed it, But I declined all debating, I therefore 
liſtened very quietly, tiil ſhe had ſo much fatigued 
herſelf with talking, that ſhe was glad, in her turn, 
to be ſilent. And then I begged to know the pur- 
port of her viſit. | A is | | 

She anſwered, that ſhe came to make me relin- 

uiſh' the power I had uſurped: over her grand- 
Aer and aſſured me ſhe would not quit the 
place till ſhe ſucceeded. e. 

But I will not trouble your  Ladyſhip with the 
particulars of this diſagreeable converſation; nor 
ſhould I, but on account of the reſult, have cho- 
ſen. ſo unpleaſant a ſubject for your peruſal. How- 
ever, I will be as conciſe as J poſſibly can, that 
the better occupations of your Jadyſhip's time may 
be the leſs impeded. | WY ET EG) 
When ſhe found me inexorable in refuſing Eye- 
lina's attending her to Paris, dhe peremptorily in- 
ſiſted, that ſhe ſhould. at leaſt, lire with her in 
London, till Sir John Belmont's return. I re- 
monſtrated againſt this ſcheme with all che energy 

in my power; but the conteſt was vain; ſhe loſt 
ber patience, and I my time. She declared that if 
1; was reſplute in oppoſing her, ſhe would inſtantly 
make a will, in which ſhe would leave all her 


L 2 fortune 
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fortune to ſtrangers, though, otherwiſe, ſhe in- 
tended her gra * her ſole heireſs, 
To me, I own, this threat ſeemed of little 
conſequence ; I have long accuſtomed myſelf to 
think, that, with a competency, of which ſhe is 
ſure, my child might be as happy as in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of millions: but the incertitude of her future 
fate deters me from following implicitly the dic- 
tates of my preſent judgment. The connections 
ſhe may hereafter form, the ſtyle of life for which 
ſhe may be deſtined, and the future family to 
which ſhe may belong, are conſiderations which 
give but too much weight to the menaces of Ma- 
dame Duval. In ſhort, Madam, after a diſcourſe 
infinitely tedious, I was obliged, though very re- 
luctantly, to compromiſe with this ungovernable 
woman, by: conſenting that Evelina ſhould paſs 
zone month with her. © | 44 
I never made a conceſſion with ſo bad a grace, 
or ſo much regret. The violence and vulgarity 
of this woman, her total ignorance of propriety, 
the family to which ſhe is related, and the compa- 
ny ſhe is likely keep, are objections ſo forcible 
to ther having the charge of this dear child, that 
nothing lefs than my diffidence' of the right I have 
of depriving her of ſo large a fortune, would have 
induced me to liſten to her propoſal. Indeed we 
parted, at laſt, equally diſcontented, ſhe, at what 
1 Thad refuſed, I, at what I had granted. ._ _ 
It now only remains for me to return your Lady- 
ſhip my humble acknowledgements for the kind- 
neſs which you have ſo liberally. ſhewn to my 
ward, and to beg you would have the goodneſs to 
part with her, when Madame Duval © pwn, gry 
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to claim the promiſe which ſhe has extorted from 
me. 1 am, 44 | n « | T3 
TS | Dear Madam, &c. 5 2825 

N ' ARTHUR VILLARS: 


| 
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LETTER XXXIX. | 


— 


Me. Villars ta Evelina. 1 


Prey — ——e_ * —— „ wo” . 


Berry Hill, May 28. 
W I T H a reluctance which occaſions me inex- 


preſſible uneaſineſs, I have been almoſt compelled to 


conſent that my Evelina ſhould quit the protection 
of the hoſpitable and reſpectable Lady Howard, 


and accompany Madame Duval to a city to whieh I 


had hoped ſhe had bid an eternal adieu. But alas, 
my dear child, we are the flaves of cuſtom, the 


dupes of prejudice, and dare not ſtem the torrent of 


an oppoſing world, even though our jud gments con- 
demn our compliance! however, | 
caſt, we muſt endeavour to make the beſt of it. 


+ You will have occaſion in the courſe of the 


month you are to paſs with Madame Duval, for 


all the circumſpection and 1 you can call 
know, propoſe any 


to your aid: ſhe will not, 
thing to you which ſhe thinks wrong herfelf ; but 


you muſt learn notonly to fudge but to act for your- 


ſelf : if any ſchemes are ſtarred, any engagements 


made, which your underſtanding repreſents to 194 
as improper, exert yourſelf reſolutely in avoiding 


them, and do not, by à too. paſſive facility, ri 
the cenſure of the world, or your own future regret. 


nce the die is 


Lou cannot too aſſiduouſly attend to Madame 


Duval herſelf; but I would wiſh you to mix as 3 
IL ; | S. 
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tle as poſſible with her aſſociates, who are not like- 
ly to be among thoſe whoſe acquaintance would 
reflect credit upon you. Remember my dear Eve- 
lina, nothing is ſo delicate as the reputation of a 
woman': it is at once, the moſt beautiful and 
moſt brittle of all human things. | 


Adieu, my beloved child ; I ſhall be but ill at 
eaſe till this month is elapſed, 
A. V. 


8 


"LETTER XL. 
| Bvelins to the Rev. Mr Villar. 
28. London, June 6. 


Ox ck more, my deareſt Sir, I write to you 
from this great city. Yeſterday morning, with the 
trueſt concern, I quitted the dear inhabitants of 
Howard Grove, and moſt impatiently ſhall I count 
the days till I fee them again. Lady Howard and 
Mrs. Mirvan took leaveof me with the moſt flatter- 
ing kindneſs; but indeed I knew not how to part 
with Maria, whoſe own apparent ſorrow redoubled 
mine. She made me promiſe to ſend her a letter 
| took poſt. And 1 ſhall write to her with the ſame 

freedom, and almoſt the ſame confidence, you al- 
low me to make uſe of to yourſelf. 

The Captain was very civil to me, but he 
wrangled with poor Madame Duval to the laſt mo- 
ment; and, taking me aſide, juſt before — 
into the chaiſe, he ſaid, © Hark'ee, Miſs Anville, 
I've a favour for to aſł of you, which is this; that 
| you will write us word how the old gentlewoman 
. finds herſelf, when the ſees it was all a trick; — 

| © 5 what 


« 


what the French lubber ſays to it, and all about 


it.“ 8 

T anſwered that I would obey him, though I was 
very little pleaſed with the commiſſion, which, to 
me, was highly improper : but he will either treat. 
me as an informer, or make me a party in his frolic. 

As ſoon as we drove away, Madame Duval, 
with much ſatis faction, exclaimed “Dien mercie, 
we've got off at laſt ! I'm ſure I never defire to ſee 
that place again. It's a wonder I've got away alive; 
for I bel ieve I've had the worſt luck ever was known, 
from the timeI ſet my foot upon the threſhold. 
I know I wiſh I'd never a gone. Beſides, into 
the bargain, it's the moſt dull place in all Chriſ- 
tendom : there's never no diverſions, nor nothing 
at all.” 

Then ſhe bewailed M. Du Bois, concerning 
whoſe adventures ſhe continued to make various 
E during the reſt of our journey. 

hen I aſked her what part of London ſne 
ſhould reſide in, ſhe told me that Mr. Brangh- 
ton was to meet us at an inn, and would conduct 
us to a lodging. Accordingly, we proceeded to a 
houſe in Bilhooſeate-ftrect, and were led by a wait- 
er into a room where we found Mr. Branghton. - 

He received us very civily, but ſeemed rather 
ſurpriſed at ſeeing me, ſaying ** Why I did n't - 
think of your bringing Miſs ; however ſhe's very 
welcome.” | | 

6 I'll tell you how it was,” ſaid Madame Duval; 
you muſt * I've a mind to take the girl to 
Paris, that ſne may ſee ſomething of the world, and 
improve herſelf a little; beſides, I've another rea- 
fon, that you and I will. talk more about; but do 
you know, that — old par ſon as I told you of, 


would not let her go: however, I'm reſolved Pl 


* 
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be even with him, for I ſhall take her on with me, 
without ſaying never a word more to nobody.“ 

I ftarted at this intimation, which very much 
ſurpriſed me. But I am very glad ſhe has diſcover- 
ed her intention, as I ſhall be carefully upon my 
guard not to venture from the town with her. 

Mr. Branghton then hoped we had paſſed our 
time agreeably in the country. 

O Lord, Couſin,” cried ſne, „ I've been the 
miſerableſt creature in the world ! I'm ſure all the 
horſes in London ſhan't drag me into the country 
again of one while: why how do you think I've 

been ſerved ?—only gueſs.” | 

Indeed, Couſin, I can't pretend to do that.“ 
Why then Þ'11 tell you. Do you know, I've been 
robbed—that is, the villain would have robbed 
me if he could, only I'd ſecured all my money.” 
„Why then, Couſin, I think your loſs can't 
have been very great,” It | 

« O Lord, you don't know what you're a fay- 
ing; you're talking in the unthinkingeſt manner 
in the world: why it was all along of not having 
no money, that 1 met with that misfortune.” 

„ How's that, Couſin ? I don't fee what great 
misfortune you can have met with, if you'd ſe- 
cured all your money.” „ 1 
That's becauſe you don't know nothing of 
the matter; for there the villain came to the chaiſe, 
and becauſe we had n't got nothing to give him, 
* though he'd no more right to our money than the 
man in the moon, yet, do you know, he fell into 
the greateſt paſſion ever you ſee, and abuſed me in 
ſuch a manner, and put me in aditch, and got a 

rope, o' purpoſe to hang me,—and I'm ſure, if 

that was n't misfortune enough, why I don't know 

What is.” rr ner 
0 | © This 


J 
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This is a hard caſe, indeed, Couſin. But why 
don't you go to juſtice Fielding? | | 

O, as to that, I'm going to him directly; 
but only T want firſt to ſee poor M. Du Bois, for 
the oddeſt thing of all is, that he has wrote to me, 
and never ſaid nothing of where he is, nor what's 
become of him, nor nothing elſe.” 

M. Du Bois | why he's at my houſe at this 
very time.“ | ach 2+ 53 23 
„M. Du Bois at your houſe f well, I declare 
this is the ſurpriſingeſt part of all ! however, I aſ- 
ſute you, I think he might have comed for me, as 
well as you, conſidering what I have gone through 
on his account; for te tell you. the. truth, it was 
all along of him that. I met with that accident; foT 
don't the it very kind of him, I promiſe you.“ 
„Well but, Couſin, tell me ſome of the par- 
ticulars of this affair.“ [| e 
As to the particulars, I'm ſure they'd make 
your hair ſtand an end to hear them; however, the 
beginning of it all was through the fault of M. Du 
Bois: but I'll aſſure you he may take care of 
himſelf. in future, ſince he don't ſo much as come 
to ſee if Lm dead or alive; — but there I went for 
him to a juſtice of peace, and rode. out; of the 
way, and. did every thing in the world, and was 
uſed worſer than a dog, and all for the ſakeof ſerv- 
ing him, and now, you ſee, he don't ſo much 
well, I was a fool for my pains, however, he may 
t ſomebody elſe to be treated ſo another time, for 

he's taken up every day in the, week, PlI. nerer 
go after him no more 44 

- This occaſioned an explanation, in the courſe f 
which, Madame Duval, to her utter amazement, 
heard that M. Du Bois had never left London 'dur- - 
ing her abſence-! nor did Mr. Branghton believe 
ee L. 5 that 
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that he had ever been to the Tower, or met with 
any kind of accident. : 

Almoſt inftantly, the whole truth of the tranſ- 
action ſeemed to ruſb upon her mind, and her wrath 
was inconceivably violent. She aſked me a thou- 
{and queſtions in a breath, but, fortunately, was 
too vehement to attend to. my embaraſſment, 
which muſt, otherwiſe, have betrayed my know- 
ledge of the deceit. Revenge was her with, 
and ſhe vowed ſhe would go the next morning to 
Jaſtice Felding, and enquire what puniſhment ſhe 
might lawfully inflict upon the Captain for his 
AMault. | | 

I believe we were an hour in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, 
ere poor Madame Duval could allow any thing to 
be mentioned but her own ſtory ; at length how- 
ever, Mr. Branghton told her, that M. Du Bois, 
and all his own family, were waiting for her at his 
koufe. A hackney-coach was then called, and we 
proceeded to Snow-hill. | EY 3 

Mr. Branghton's houſe is ſmall and inconveni- 
ent, though his ſhop, which takes in all the ground 
dor, is large and commodious, I believe I told 
you before that he's a filver-ſmith. , 

We were conducted up two pair of ſtairs, for 
the dining- room, Mr. Branghton told us, was let. 
His two daughters, their brother, M. Du Bois, 
and a young man were at tea. They had waited 
ſome time for Madame Duval, but I found they 
had not any expectation that I ſhould accompany 
her; and the young ladies, I believe, were rather 
more ſurpriſed than pleaſed when I made my ap- 
pearance; for they ſeemed hurt that Iſhould fee 
their apartment. Indeed I would willingly have 
faved them that pain, had it been in my power. 
Tube firſt perfon who ſaw me was M. * 

x4 cc | 7 


b, mon Dieu !” exclaimed he, voila Aademoi- 
« ſelle ]“ | | 3 

% Goodneſs,“ cried young Branghton, if there 
« is n't Miſs.“ K 

„Lord, ſo there is, ſaid. Miſs Polly; © well 
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&« Pmſure I ſhould never have dreamed, of Miſs's 


„ coming.” 


ton, or elſe I would not have been in this room 


to ſee her; l'm quite aſhamed about it,—only not 
thinking of ſeeing any body but my. aunt—bow- 
ever, Tom, it's all your fault, for you know very 


well I wanted to borrow Mr. Smith's room, only 


cc. I . 


you were ſo grumpy, you would not let me.“ 

„Lord what ſignifies; ſaid the brother 
dare be ſworn Miſs has been up two pair 
before now ;—H#nt you, Miſs?“ | 


I begged-that I might nor give them the leaſt 


diſtyrbance, and aſſured them that I had not any 


choice in regard to what room we fat in. 


% Well,” ſaid Miſs Polly, „when you come 
next, Miſs, we'll have Mr. Smith's room: and 


it's a very pretty one, and only up one pair of 
ſtairs, and nicely. furniſhed, and every thing.” 


To ſay the truth,“ faid Miſs Branghton, I: : 
thought that my couſin, would not, upon any ac- 


count, have come to town in the ſummer time 2 


for it's not at all the faſbion,. —ſo, to be ſure, thinks 
I, the'll ſtay till September, when the play-houſes 
open ' 


This was my reception, which I believe you : 
will not call a very cordial one. Madame Duval, 
who, after having ſeverely reprimanded M. Du 


* 


Bois for his negligence, was juſt entering upon 


the tory of her mis fortunes, now wholly engaged 
F | M. Du... | 


the comp y. 


* 


2* 
„ Wwe. 5 
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M. Du Bois liſtened to her with a look of the 
utmoſt horror, repeatedly lifting up his eyes and 
hands, and exclaiming, O ciel ! quel barbare.” 


The young ladies gave her tae moſt earneſt atten- 


tion; but their brother, and the young man, kept 
a broad grin upon their faces during the whole re- 
cital. She was, however, too much engaged to 
obſerve them: but, when ſhe mentioned having 
been tied in a ditch, young Branghton, no longer 


able to conſtrain himſelf, burſt into a loud laugh, 


declaring that he had never heard any thing ſo fun- 
ny in his life! His laugh was heartily re-echoed 
by his friend; the Miſs Branghtons could not re- 
fiſt the example; and poor Madame Duval, to her 


extreme amazement, was abſolutely overpowered 


and ftopped by the violence of their mirth. 

For ſome minutes the room ſeemed. quite in an 
uproar; the rage of Madame Duval, the aſtoniſh- 
ment of M. Du Bois, and the angry interrogato- 
ries of Mr. Branghton, on one ſide ; the convul- 
five tittering of the ſiſters, and the loud - laughs of 
the young men, on the other, occaſioned ſuch noiſe, 
paſhon, and confuſion, that had any one ſtopped 
an inftant on the ſtairs, he muſt have concluded 
himſelf in Bedlam. At length, however, the fa- 
ther brought them to order; and, half laughing, 
half frightened, they made Madame Duval ſome 


very awkward apologies. But ſhe would not be 


prevailed. upon to continue her narrative, till they 


had proteſted they were laughing at the Captain, 


and nut at her. Appeaſed y this, ſhe reſumed 
her ſtory; which by the help of ſtuffing: hand- 
Kerchiefs into their © mouths, the young people 
heard with tolerable decency. 0) 40 
"Every body agreed, that the ill-uſage the Cap- 
tain had given her was actionable, and Mr. Brafigh-. 
as YL» ; ton 
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ton ſaid he was ſure ſhe might recover what dama- 
ges ſhe pleaſed, ſince ſhe had been put in fear of 
her life. 

She then, with great delight, declared, that ſhe 
would loſe no time in ſatisfying her revenge, and 
vowed ſhe would not be contented with leſs than 
half his fortune: * For though,” ſaid ſhe, 1 
don't put no value upon the money, becauſe, Dieu 
merci, I ha'nt no want of it, yet I don't wiſh for 
nothing ſo much as to puniſh that fellow; for, 
I'm ſure, whatever's the cauſe of it, he owes me 
a great grudge, and I know no more what it's for, 
than you do, but. he's always been doing me one 
ſpite or other, ever ſince I knew him.” | 

Soon after tea, Miſs Branghton took an oppor- 
tunity to tell me, in a whiſper, that the young 
man i ſaw was a lover of her ſiſter's, that his name 
was Brown, and that he was a haberdaſher, with 
many other particulars of his circumſtances and 
family; and then ſhe declared her utter averſion 
to the thoughts of ſuch a match; but added, that 
her ſiſter had no manner of ſpirit or ambition, 
though for her part, ſhe would ten times rather 
die an old maid, than marry any perſon but a gen- 
tleman. And, for that matter,” added ſne, I 
believe Polly herſelf don't care much for him, only 
ſhe's in ſuch a hurry, becauſe, I ſuppoſe, ſhe's a 
mind to be married before me, however, ſhe's very 
welcome, for I'm ſure, I don't care a pin's point 
whether I ever marry at all ;---it's all one to me.“ 

Some time after this, Miſs Polly contrived to 
tell her ſtory. She aſſured me, with much titter- 
ing, that-her ſiſter was in a great fright,” leſt ſhe 
ſhould be married firſt, <** So I make her believe 
that I will,” continued ſhe, „ for 1 love dearly 
to plague her a little: though, I declare, I don't 

intend 
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intend to have Mr. Brown in reality; I'm ſure I 
don't like him half well enough, —do you, Miſs ?” 

elt is not poſlible for me to judge of his me- 

rits, ſaid I, as Lam entirely a ftranger to him.“ 

„But what do you think of him, Miſs.” 

« Why, really, I— don't know—” 

<< But do you think him handſome ? Some peo- 
ple reckon him to have a good pretty perſon, but, 
Pm ſure for my part, I think he's monſtrous ugly : 
don't you Miſs ?” 

IJ am no judge,---but] think his perſon is very 
--=very well.“ 

Very well t---Why, pray, Miſs,” in a tone of 
vexation, ** what fault can you find with. it?“ 

« , none at all!“ 

I'm ſure you muſt be very ill- natured if you 
could. Now there's Biddy ſays ſhe thinks no- 
thing of him,---but, I know it's all out of ſpite. 
You muſt know, Miſs it makes her as mad as can 
be, that I ſhould have a lover before her, but ſhe's 
fo proud, that nobody will court her, and I often 
tell her ſhe'll die an old maid. But, the thing is, 
ſhe has taken it into her head, to have a liking 
for Mr. Smith, as he lodges on the firſt floor; 
but, Lord, he'Il never have her, for he's quite a 
ne gentleman ; and beſides, Mr. Brown heard 
him ſay, one day, that he'd never marcy as long 
as he lived, for he'd no opinion of matrimony.” 

% And did you tell your faſter this? 

« O, to be ſure I told her directly; but ſhe 
did not mind me; however, if ſhe will be a fool, 
ſhe muſt. en > 

This extreme want of affection and good na- 
ture, increaſed the diſtaſte 1 already felt for theſe 
unamiable ſiſters; and a confidence ſo entirely un- 
N n ſolicited 
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ſolicited and unneceſſary, manifeſted equally their 
Folly and their want of decency. 1 

I was very glad when the time for our departing 
arrived. Mr. Branghton ſaid our lodgings were 
in Holburn, that we might be near his houſe and 
neighbourly. He accompanied us to them himſelf, 

Our rooms are large and not inconvenient ; our 
| landlord is an hoſier. I am ſure 1 have a thouſand 
reaſons to rejoice that I am ſo little known ; for 
my preſent ſituation is, in every reſpect, very un- 
enviable, and I would not for the world be ſeen by 
any acquaintance of Mrs. Mirvan. 

This morning, Madame Duval, attended by all 
the Branghtons, actually went to a Juſtice in the 
neighbourhood, to report the Captain's ill uſage 
of her. I had great difficulty in excuſing myſelf 
from being of the party, which would have given 
me very ferious concern. Indeed I was extremely 
anxious, though at home, till J heard the reſult of 
the application; for I dread to think of the unea- 
ſineſs which ſuch an affair would occaſion the 
amiable Mrs. Mirvan. But, fortunately, Madame 
Duval has received very little encouragement to 
proceed in her deſign, for ſhe has been informed 
that as ſhe neither ul the voice, nar ſaw the 
face of the * ſuſpected, ſhe will find it dif- 
ficult to caſt him upon conjecture, and will have 
but little probability of gaining her cauſe, unleſs 
ſhe can procure witneſſes of the tranſaction. Mr. 
Branghton, therefore, who has conſidered all the 
circumſtances of the affair, is of opinion, that 
the law-ſuit will not only be expenſive, but tedious 
and hazardous, and has adviſed againſt it. Ma- 
dame Duval, though very unwillingly, has ac- 
quieſced in his deciſion ; but vows that if ever ſhe 
is fo affronted again, ſhe will be revenged. * 
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ſhe ruins herſelf. I am extremely glad that this 
ridiculous adventure ſeems now likely to end with- 
out more ſerious conſequencess ' 


Adieu, my deareſt Sir. M direction is at Mr. 


Dawkins's, a hoſier, in High Holborn. 


tO 


— — 
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1 HAVE no words, my ſweet friend, to expreſs 


the thankfulneſs I feel for. the unbounded kindneſs 


which you your dear mother, and. the much-ho- 


noured Lady Howard have ſhewn' me; and ſtill 
leſs can I find language to tell you with what re- 


luctance I parted from ſuch dear and generous 


friends, whoſe goodneſs reflects, at once, fo much 


honour on their own hearts, and on her to whom 
it has been fo liberally beſtowed. But I will not 


repeat what I have already written to the kind 
Mrs. Mirvan ; Iwill remember your admonitions, 


and confine to my own breaſt that gratitude with 


which you have filled it, and teach my pen to 
dwell upon ſubjects leſs painful to my generous. 


_ correſpondent. ET, ings 
O Maria, London now ſeems no longer the 


fame place where | lately enjoyed ſo much happi- 
neſs ; every thing is new and ſtrange to me; even 


the town itfelf has not the ſame afpect :—my ſitu- 
ation ſo altered | my home ſo different my com- 
nions fo changed! — But you well know my 
7 worocy.. oO, 
Indeed, to me, London now ſeems a deſart; that 
gay and buſy appearance it fo lately wore, is now. 
tucceded by a look of gloom, fatigue, and laſſi- 
tude; the air ſeems ſtagnant, the heat is intenſe, 
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the duſt intolerable, and the inhabitants illiterate, 
and under-bred. At leaſt ſuch is the face of things 
in the part of the town where I at preſent reſide. 
Tell me, my dear Maria, do you never retrace 
in your memory the time-we paſſed here when 
together? to mine, it recurs for ever! and yet, I 
think I rather recollect a dream, or ſome viſionary 
fancy than a reality.— That I ſhould ever have 
been known to Lord Orville, — that I ſhould have 
ſpoken to—have danced with him, —ſeems now a 
romantic illuſion: and that elegant politeneſs, that 
flattering attention, that high- bred delicacy, which 
ſo much diſtinguiſhed him above all other men, and 
which ſtruck us with ſuch admiration, I now re- 
trace the remembrance of, rather as belonging to 
an object of ideal perfection, formed by my own 
imagination, than to a being of the ſame race and 
nature as thoſe with whom J at preſent converſe, - 
have no news for you, my dear Miſs Mirvan 
for all that I could venture to ſay of Madame Du- 
val, I have already written to your ſweet: mother; 
and as to adventures, I have nqne to record. Si- 
tuated as | now am, I heartily hope I ſhall not 
meet with any; my wiſh is to remain quiet and 
unnoticed, 48 
Adieu! excuſe the gravity of this letter, and * 
believe me, Your moſt ſincere ß 


affectionate and obliged. | 
EveLINA ANVILLE. 


— 
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Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


* | Holborn, June gth. 
1 ESTERDAY * morning, we received an 


invitation to dine arid ſpend the day at Mr. Brangh- 
i | ton's 


— — —— 4 —— — 
* 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ſſttopped, and then 
Lord, Papa, what do you bring the company 


© 
„ 


till were dreſſed ?”? 
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ton's; and M. Du Bois, who was alſo invited, 
called to conduct us to Snow- hill. 
Young Branghton received us at the door, and 


the firſt words he ſpoke were, Do you know, | 


4 Siſters a'n't dreſſed yet.” 
Then, durrying us into the houſe, he ſaid to 
me, Come Miſs,” you ſhall go up ſtairs and 


catch *em,—l dare Ka they're at the glaſs.” 


He would have taken my hand, but I declined 
his civility, and begged-to follow Madame Duval, 
Mr. Branghton then appeared, and led the way 


Himſelf, We went, as before, up two pair of 


Rairs ; but the moment the father opened the door 
the daughters both —. a loud ſcream. We al] 
| iſs Branghton called out, 


up here for ? why Polly and I a'n't half dreſſed.” 
More ſhame for you, anſwered he, here's 
your aunt and ceufin, and M, Du Bois, all wait- 


ing, and ne'er a room to take them to.” | 


„ Who'd have thought of their coming fo 
ſoon ? cried ſne, I'm ſure for my part I thought 
Miſs was uſed to nothing but quality, hours.” 

« Why, I ſhan't be ready this half hour yet,” 
ſaid Miſs Polly; “ can't ivy ftay in the ſhop 


Mr. Branghton was very angry, and ſcolded 


them violently; however, we were obliged to de- 


ſcend, and ſtools were procured for us in the ſhop, 


where we found the brother, who was highly de- 


lighted, he ſaid, that his ſiſters had been catched ; 


and he thought proper to entertain me with a long 


account- of their tediouſneſs, and the many quar- 
rels they all had together. | 


When at length, theſe ladies were equipped to 


their ſatisfaction, they made their appearance; but 


before 


of his own, too. 
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before any converſation was ſuffered to paſs between 
them and us, ap ou a long and moſt diſagreeable 
dialogue with their father, to whoſe reprimands, 
though: ſo juſtly: incurred, they replied. with the 
utmoſt pertneſs and rudeneſs, while their brothe 
all the time, laughed aloud. _ = 
The moment they perceived this, they were ſo 
much provoked, that inſtead of making any apo- 
loges to Madame Duval, they next began to quar- 
rel with him. Tom, what do you laugh for? 
| wonder what buſineſs you have to be always a 
laughing when Papa ſcolds us. | * b 
« Then what buſineſs have you to be ſuch a 
while getting on your cloaths? You're never 
ready you know well enough.” 
« Lord, Sir, I wonder what that's to you! 1 
wiſh you'd mind you'r own affairs, and not trou- 
ble RT about ours. How ſhould a hoy like 
you know any thing?“ | 
„ A boy, indeed! not ſuch a boy, neither; 
Pl] warrant you'll be glad to be as young, when 
you come to be old maids.” | 
This ſort of * we were amuſed with till 
dinner was ready, when we again mounted up two 
pair of ſtairs. ö 
In our way, Miſs Polly told me that her ſiſter 
had aſked Mr. Smith for his room to dine in, but 
he had refuſed to lend it; “ becauſe,” ſhe ſaid, 
one day it happened to be a little greaſed : how- 
ever, we ſhall have it to drink tea in, and then, 
perhaps you may ſee him, and I aſſure you, he's 
quite like one of the quality, and drefles as fine 
and goes to balls and dances, and every thing quite 
in taſte —and beſides, Miſs, he keeps a foot boy 
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The dinner was ill- ſerved, ill-cooked, and ill. 1 « 
managed. The maid who waited had fo often to Ml that 
go down ſtairs ſor ſomething that was forgotten, 
that the Branghtons were perpetually obliged to 
riſe from table themſelves, to get plates, knives ! 
and forks, bread or beer. Had they been with- 
out pretenſions, all this would have ſeemed of no 
. conſequence : but they aimed at appearing to ad- | 
| vantage, and Katie er How- „ 
cver f wmioſt diſagreeable part of our fare was, 

that 3 diſputed whoſe 7 
_ it was to riſe, and whoſe to be allowed to fit WM 6 

eren ü ct 2 

When this I was over, Madame Duval, 
Mr. Branghton, and, in broken Engliſh, M. Du 
Bois entered into an argument concerning the 
French nation; and Mits Polly, then addrefling 
herſelf to me, ſaid, „Don't you think, Miſs it's 
very dull fitting up ſtairs here? we'd better go 
fo: to ſhop, and then we ſhall ſee the people go 
v. | | FOE I FO of PEP or oh * 


„Lord, Poll,” ſaid the brother, you're al- 
ways wanting to be ſtaring and gaping; and I'm 
ſure you need n't be ſo fond of ſhewing yourſelf, 
for you're ugly enough to frighten a horſe.” 
Ugly, indeed ! 1 e which is beſt, you 
or me. Bat, 1 tell n Tom, you've no 
need to give yourſelf ſuch airs, for if you do, I' 
tell Miſs of you know what 
„Who cares if you do? you may tell what 
you will; I don't mind——.” | n 
„ Indeed,” cried I, I do not deſire to hear 
any ſecrets.” . | YH. TT 
„O, but I'm reſolved to tell you, becauſe 
Tom's ſo very ſpiteful. You muſt know, Miſs, 
Cother night—“ | 1 

« Poll,“ 
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« Poll, eried the brother, „if you tell of 
that, Miſs ſhall know all about your meeting young 
Brown, you know when !---So I'll be quits with 
you, one way or another.” 
Miſs Polly coloured, and again propoſed our go- 
ing down ſtairs till Mr. Smith's room was-ready for 
our reception. 51 n 2 y 
« Aye, fo we will, ſaid Miſs Branghton; 
I'll aſſure you, Couſin, we have ſome very gen- 


I always go and fit there, when we've cleaned 
ourſelves.” . | 

« Yes, Miſs,” cried the brother, “ they do 
nothing elſe all day long, when father don't ſcold 
them. But the beſt fun is, when they've all got their 
dirty things on, and all their hair about their ears, 


and then, there's ſuch a fuſs [there they hide 
themſelves, and run away, and ſqueel and ſquall 
like any ting mad: and ſo then I puts the two 
cats into the .rovm, and I * 'em a good whip- 
ping, and ſo that ſets them a N too; ſo there's 
ſuch a noiſe and ſuch an uproar !---Lord, you 
can't think, Miſs, what fun it is! 
This occaſioned a freſh quarrel with the fiſters ; 
at the end of which, it was at length decided that 
we ſhould go to the ſhop. 09 ONES pag 
In our way down ftairs, Miſs Branghton ſaid 
aloud, «* I wonder when Mr. Smith's room will be 
ready? * ea + iwrind 1 +* | Ip 
085 do I,” anſwered Polly; Fm ſure we 
ſhould not do any harm to it now.” _ 
This hint had not the deſired effect, for we 
were ſuffered to proceed yay quietly. 
As we entered the ſhop, lobſerved a young man, 
an deep mourning, leaning againſt the wall, with 
Wow = his 


tee] people paſs by our ſhop ſometimes. Polly and 


ſometimes I ſend' young Brown up ſtairs to them; 


| Papa'll be ſuch a fool as to let him ftay in the 
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his arms folded and his eyes fixed on the ground, 
apparently in profound and melancholy meditation: 
but the moment he perceived us, he ſtarted, and 
making a paſſing bow, very abruptly retired. Ay 
I found | he was permitted to go quite unnoticed, 
I could not forbear enquiring who he was. 

«© Lord,” anſwered Miſs Branghton, “ he' 
nothing but a poor Scotch poet“ 
„For my part.” faid Miſs Polly, I believe he' 
juſt ſtarved, for I don't find he's any thing to live 
upon.” 9 ö ; 

"Ti Live upon ]!“ cried the brother, © why he's 
a poet, you know, ſo he may live upon learning,” 
« Aye, and good enough for him too,” ſaid 


Miſs Branghton, for he's as proud as he's poor.” 


„Like enough,” replied the brother, „ bur, for 
all that, you won't find he will live without meat 
and drink: no, no, catch a Scotchman at that 
if you can | why, they only come here for what 
they can get.” W 

I'm ſure,” ſaid Miſs Branghton, *I wonder 


houſe, for I dare ſay he'll never pay for his 
lodging.“ , . 2 17 | 
Why, no more he would, if he could get 
another lodger: you know the bill's been put up 
this forthnight. Miſs, if you ſhould hear of a per- 
ſon that wants a room, I aſſure you it is a very 
good one, for all its up three pair of ſtairs.” _ 

TI anſwered, that as I had no acquaintance in 
London, I had not any chance of aſſiſting them: 
but both my compaſſion and my curioſity were ex- 
cited for this poor young man: and I aſked them 
ſome further particulars concerning him. 
They then acquainted me, that they had only 
known him three months. When he- firſt lodged 


with 
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with them, he agreed to board alſo; but had late- 
ly told them, he would eat by himſelf, though they 
all believed he had hardly ever taſted a morſel of 


meat ſince he left their table. They ſaid, that he 


had always appeared very low-ſpirited, but, for 
the laſt month, he had been duller than ever, and, 
all of a ſudden, had put himſelf into mourning, 
though they knew not for whom, nor for what, 
but they ſuppoſed it was only for convenience, as 
no rw had ever been to fee or enquire for him 


fince his reſidence amongſt them: and they were 


ſure he was very poor, as he had not paid for his 
lodgings the laſt three weeks : and finally, they 
concluded he was a poet, or elſe half-crazy, be- 
cauſe they had at different times, found ſcraps of 
poetry in his room, - 

They then produced ſome unfiniſhed verſes, 
written on ſmall pieces of paper, unconnected, 


and of a moſt melancholy caſt. Among them 


was the fragment of an ode, which, at my re- 
queſt, 'they lent me to copy; and, as you may 
perhaps like to fee it, I will write it now. 


OLIFE ! thou lingering dream of grief, of 
in, | 6 
And Leary i that nature can ſuftain, 
Strange, mutable, and wild! 
Now flattering with Hope moſt fair, 
Degen now with fell Deſpair, 
e nurſe bf Guilt, the flave of Pride, 
That, like a wayward child, 
Who, to himſelf a foe, | 
Sees 15% alone in what's denied, 
n what is granted, woe ! | 
O thou 
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O thow poor, feeble, fleeting pow'r, 

By Vice ſeduc'd, by Folly CONT: 
Buy Mis'ry, Shame, Remorſe purſu'd ! 
And as thy toilſome ſteps proceed, 
Seeming to Youth the faireſt flow'r, 
Proving to Age the rankeſt weed, 
A gilded, but a bitter pill, 
Of varied, great, and complicated ill! 


Theſe lines are harſh, but they indicate an in- 
ternal wretchedneſs which, I own, affects me. 
Surely this young man muſt be involved in mis- 
fortunes of no common nature : but I cannot ima- 
— what can induce him to remain with this un- 
feeling family, where he is, moſt unworthily de- 
ſpiſed for being poor, and, moſt illiberally, de- 
teſted for being a Scotchman. He may, indeed, 
have motives which he cannot ſurmount, for ſub- 
mitting to ſuch a ſituation. Whatever they are, 
I moſt heartily pity him, and cannot but with it 
were in my power to afford him ſome relief. 

During this converſation, Mr. Smith's foot-boy 
came to Miſs Branghton, and informed her, that 
his maſter ſaid ſhe might have the room now. when 
ſhe liked it, for that he was preſently going out. 
This very genteel meſſage, though it perfectly 
ſatisfied the Miſs Branghtons, by no means added 
to my deſire of being introduced to this gentleman: 
and upon their riſing, with an intention to accept 
his offer, I begged they would excuſe my attend- 
ing them, and faid I would fit with Madame Du- 
val till the tea was ready, "ogy e e 
I therefore once more went up two pair of ſtairs, 


with young Branghton, who inſiſted upon accom- 


panying me; and there we remained, till Mr. 
| | Smith's 
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Smith's foot-boy ſummoned us to tea, when I fol- 
lowed Madame Duval into the Dining-room. 
The Miſs Branghtons were ſeated at one win- 
dow, and Mr Smith was lolling indolently out of 
the other. They all approached us at our en- 
trance, and Mr. Smith probably, to ſhew he was 
maſter of the apartment, moſt officiouſly hand- 
ed me to a great chair, at the upper end of the 
room, without taking any notice of Madame Du- 
val, till I roſe, and offered her my own ſeat. 
Leaving the reſt of the company to entertain 
themſelves, he, very abruptly, began to addreſs 
himſelf to me in a ſtyle of gallantry, equally new 
and diſagreeable to me. It is true, no man can 
poſſibly pay me greater compliments, or make 
more fine ſpeeches than Sir Clement Willoughby, 
t his language, though too flowery, is always 
That of a gentleman, and his addreſs and manners 
are ſo very ſuperior to thoſe of the inhabitants of 
this houſe, that to make any compariſon between 
him and Mr. Smith would be extremely unjuſt. 
This latter ſeems very deſirous of appearing a man 
of paicty and ſpirit; but his vivacity is ſo low 
bred, ard his whole behaviour ſo forward and diſ- 
agreeable, that I ſhould prefer the company of 
dullneſs itſelf, even as that goddeſs is deſcribed. by 
Pope, to that of this /þrightly young man. 
He made many apologies, that he had not lent 
his room for our dinner, which he ſaid, he ſhould 
certainly have done, had he ſeen me firſt; and 
he affured me, that when Icame again, he ſhould 
be very glad to oblige me. 2 
I told him, with fincerity, that every part of 
the houſe was equally indifferent to me. 1 59 
Why Ma'am, the truth is, Miſs Biddy and 
Polly take no care of any thing elſe. I'm ſure, 
Vo. I. 1 d they 
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they ſhould be always welcome to my room; for 
I'm never ſo happy as in obliging the ladies, -- that's 
my character, Ma'am,---but, really, the laſt time 
they had it, every thing was made ſo greaſy and 
ſo naſty, that, upon my word, to a man who 
wiſhes to have things a little genteel, it was quite 
cruel. Now, as to you, Ma' am, its quite another 
thing; for I ſhould not mind if every thing I had 
was ſpoilt, for the ſake of having the pleaſure to 
oblige you; and, 1 „eee it makes 
me quite happy, that I have a room good enough 
gh: 10 ſpeech „ 
This elegant was followed by man 
others ſo much in the ſame ſtyle, that 9 
"them would be ſuperfluous; and as he did not 
allow me a moment to ſpeak to any other perſon, 
the xeſt of the evening was conſumed in a painful 
attention to. this irkſome young man, who ſeemed 
:to-intend, appearing before me to the utmoſt ad- 
Adieu, my dear Sir. I fear you will be ſick of 
reading about this family; yet I muſt write of 
them, or. not of any, ſince I mix with no other. 
Happy {hall L be, when I quit them all, and again 
return to Berry Hill! 1 2 | 
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* Buelina in continuation. 
1 r June z0th. 
. F Smith called, en purpoſe, 
he ſaid, to offer me a ticket for the next Hamp- 
Read aflembly. I thanked him, but deſired to 
CITI ro hit ak 35 O63 excuſed 
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excuſed accepting it; he would not, however, be 
denied, nor anſwered, and in a manner both yehe- 
ment and free, preſſed and urged his offer till 1 
was wearied to death: but, when he found me 
reſolute, he ſeemed thunderſtruck with amazement, 
and thought proper to defire I would tel! him my 
E 1 
Obvious as they mult, ſurely, have been to 
any other perſon, they were ſuch as I knew not 
how'to repeat to him; and when he found I he- 
ſitated, he ſaid, * indeed Ma am, you are tos mo- 
deſt; I aſſure you the ticket is quite at your ſervice, 
and I ſhall be very happy to dance with' you ; {6 
pray don't be fo coy.” _ 2 0 1 
Indeed, Sir,” returned I, “you are miſtaken; 
I never ſuppoſed you would offer a ticket, with 
out wiſhing it ſhould be accepted; but it would 
anſwer no purpoſe to mention the reaſons which 
make me decline it, ſince they cannot pofſibly be 
This ſpeech ſeemed very much to mortify him, 
which I could not be concerned at, as I did not 
chuſe to be treated by him with ſo much freedom. 
When he was, at laſt convinced that his appli® 
cation to me was ineffectual, he addreſſed himſelf 
to Madame Duval, and begged ſhe would interfere 
in his-favour, offering at, the ſame time, to pro- 
cure another ticket for herſelf, 
«© Ma foi, Sir,” anſwered ſhe, angrily, © yo 


ou 
might as well have had the complaiſance to alk me 


defore, for, I aſſure you, I don't approve of no 
ſueh rudeneſs; hawever, you may keep your tick- 

ets to yourſelf, for we don't want none of em 
This rebuke almoſt overſet him; he made many 
apologies, and ſaid that he ſhould certainly have 
firſt applied to her, but that he had no notion the 
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young lady would have refuſed him, and, on the 
contrary, had concluded that ſhe-would have aſſiſt- 
ed him to perſuade Madame Duyal herſelf. 

This excuſe appeaſed her; and he pleaded his 
cauſe ſo. ſucceſsfully, that, to my great chagrin, 
he gained it : and. Madame Duval promiſed that 
ſhe would go herſelf, and take me. to the Hamp- 
ſtead aſſembly whenever he pleaſed, | 
Mr. Smith then, approaching me with an air of 
triumph, ſaid, Well, Ma'am, now, I think 
you can't poſſibly keep to your denial.” | 
1 made no anſwer, and he ſoon took leave, 
though not till he had ſo wonderfully gained the 
favour of Madame Duval, that ſhe declared, When 
he was gone, he was the prettieſt young man ſhe 
had ſeen. ſince ſhe came to England. 

As ſoon as I could find an opportunity, I ven- 
"tured, in the meſt humble manner, to entreat Ma- 
dame Duval would not inſiſt upon my attending 
her to this ball; and repreſented to her, as well as 
was able, the impropriety of my accepting any 
preſent from a young man ſo entirely unknown to 
me: but ſhe laughed at my ſcruples, called me a 
Fooliſh, ignorant, country girl, and ſaid ſhe ſhould 
make it her buſineſs-to teach me ſomething of the 
r Ee: 
This ball is to be next week. I am ſure. it is 
not more improper for, than unpleaſant. to me, and 

L. will uſe every poſſible endeavour to avoid it. 
Perhaps I may apply to Miſs Branghton for advice, 
| as. believe will be willing to aſſiſt me, from 
_ - diſliking, equally with myſelf, that I ſhould dance 
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| July 11th, 
O, my dear Sir ! I have been ſhocked to death, 


—and yet, at the ſame time, delighted beyond ex- 
preſſion, in the hope that I have happily been the 
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inſtrument of ſaving a human creature from de- 


ſtruction! | 

This morning, Madame Duval ſaid ſhe would 
invite the Branghton family to return our viſit to- 

morrow ; and not chuſing to riſe herſelf, for 
| the generally ſpends the morning in bed, —ſhe deſi- 
red me to wait upon them with her meſſage. - M. 
Du Bois, who juſt then called, inſiſted upon at- 
tending me. | 

Mr. Branghton was in the ſhop, and told us that 
his ſon and daughters were out; but deſired me to 
ſtep up ſtairs, as he very ſoon. expected them home. 
This I did, leaving M. Du Bois below. I went 
into the room where they had. dined the day before, 
and, by a wonderful chance, I happened 10 to ſeat 
myſelf, that I had a view: of the ftairs, and yet 

could not be ſeen from them. Fi 
In about ten minutes time, I ſaw, paſſing by the 
door, with a look -perturbed and affrighted, the 
ſame young man I mentioned in my laſt letter. 
Not heeding, as I ſuppoſe how he went, in turn- 


ing the corner of the ftajirs, which are narrow and 


winding, his foot ſlipped, and he fell, but, almoſt 


inſtantly riſing, I plainly perceived the end of a 


piſtol, which ſtarted from his pocket, by hitting 


againſt the ſtairs. n 
was inexpreſſibly ſhocked. All that I had 


heard of his miſery occurring to my memory, made 


me conclude, that he was, at that very moment, 


meditating ſuicide ! Struck with the dreadful idea, 


all my ſtrength ſeemed to fail me I ſat motion- 
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leſs; I loſt all power of action, —and grew almoſt 
ſtiff with horror. 
He moved on ſlowly, —yet I ſoon loſt ſight of 
bim. I then trembled fo violently, that my chair 
actually ſhook under me; till er that it 
_— 0 poſſible to prevent the fatal deed, all my 
f 2 ties ſeemed to return, with the hope of ſaving 
My firſt thought was to fly to Mr. Branghton, 
but 1 feared that an inſtant of time loſt, might for 
ever be rued; and therefore guided by the impulſe 
of my apprehenſions, as well as I was able, I fol- 
_ Jowed him up ſtairs, ſtepping very ſoftly, and 
obliged to ſupport myſelf by the baniſters. 
When I came within a few airs of the landing- 
place, I ſtopped, for I could then ſee into bis room, 
as he had not yet ſhut the door. : 
- He had put the piſtol upon a table, and had his 
hand in his pocket, whence, in a few moments, 
he took out another: He then emptied ſomething 
on the table from a ſmall leather bag; after which, 
taking up both the piſtols, one in each hand, he 
dropt haſtily upon his knees, and called out 0 
God Forgive me!“ 
In ͤa moment, ſtrength and courage ſeemed lent 
me as by inſpiration: I ſtarted and ruſhing pre- 
. .cipitately into the room, juſt caught his arm, and 
then, overcome by my own fears, I fell down at 
his fade, breathleſs and ſenſeleſs. My recovery, 
however, was, I believe, almoſt inſtantaneous ; 
and then the ſight of this unhappy man, regardin 
me With a look of unutterable aſtoniſhment, mixe 
with concern, preſently reſtored to me my recollecti- 
on. I aroſe, though with difficulty ; he did the ſame; 
the piſtols, as I ſoon ſaw, were both on the floor. 
-  Unwilling to leave them, and, indeed, too weak 
80 | | 3 55280 
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to-move, I leant one hand on the table, and then 
food perfectly ſtill: while he, his eyes caſt wildly 
towards me, ſeenied too infinitely amazed to be 
capable of either ſpeech or action. 7601 

I believe we were ſome minutes in this extraor- 
dinary ſituation; but as my ſtrength. returned, I 
felt myſelf both aſhamed and awkward, and ma- 
king a ſlight courtſie, I moved towards the door. 
Pale, and motionleſs, he ſuffered me to paſs, with- 
out changing his poſture, or utterring a ſyllable ; 
and, indeed. „ aol 


He looked a bloodleſs image of deſpair ! * 

When 1 reached the door, | turned round; 1 
looked fearfully at the piſtols, and impelled by an 
emotion I could not repreſs, I haftily ſtepped back, 
with an intention of carrying them away : but their 
wretched owner, perceiving my deſign, and reco- 
vering from his aftoniſhment, darting ſuddenly 
down, ſeized them both himſelf. | 

Wild with fright, and ſcarce knowing what I 
did, I caught, almoſt involuntarily, hold of. both, 
his arms, and exclaimed “ O Sir | have mercy 
on deere * BEA 


he guilty piſtols fell/ from his hands, which,; 


diſengaging from me, he fervently claſped, an 
cried, Sweet Heaven is this thy angel?“ . 
Encouraged by ſuch gentleneſs, I again atempt- 
ed to take the piſtols, but, with a look half frantic, 
he again prevented me, ſaying, What would 
you do?” | | 
„ Awaken you,” I cried, with a courage I now 
wonder at, „to worthier thoughts, and reſcue you 
from perdition.” | ; 
N | MES I then. 
*-Pope's IIliad. | 
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I then ſeized the piſtols; he ſaid not a word, — 
he made no effort to ſtop me ; I glided quick by 
him, and tottered down ſtairs, ere he had recovered 
from the extremeſt amazement. 1 
The moment I reached again the room I had (6 

fearfully left, I threw away the piſtols, and fling- 
ing myſelf on the firſt chair, gave free vent to the 
feelings I had moſt painfully ſtifled, in a violent 
burſt of tears, which, indeed proved a happy re- 
lief to me. 4 825 

In this ſituation I remained ſome time; but 


when, at length, I lifted up my head, the firſt 


object I faw was the poor man who had occaſioned 
my terror, ſtanding, as if petrified, at the door, 
and gazing at me with eyes of wild wonder. 

I 1 ſtarted from the chair, but trembled ſo exceſ- 
fively, that I almoit inſtantly ſunk again into it. 
He then, though without advancipg, and in a fal- 
tering voice, Kid, „ Whoever or whatever you 
are,” relieve me, I pray you, from the ſuſpenſe un- 
der which my ſoul labours—and tell me if indeed 
do not dream ?” - 85 

To this addreſs ſo ſingular and ſo ſolemn, I had 
not then the preſence of mind to frame any an- 
ſwer; but as I preſently perceived that his eyes 
turned from me to the piſtols, and that he ſeemed 
to intend regaining them, I exerred all my ſtrength, 
and ſaying © O for Heaven's fake, forbear!“ 1 roſe 
and took them myſelf. | | 

Do my ſenſes deceive me!“ cried he, “do! 
hve—? and do you—?” 12 | 
As he ſpoke, he advanced towards me, and I 
ſtill guarding the piſtols, retreated, ſaying No, 
no, - you muſt not—mutſt not have them“ — 
„„ Why—for what purpoſe, tell me l- do you 
withhold them!“ n 
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„To give you time to think, to ſave you from 
eternal miſery, —and, I hope, to reſerve you for 
mercy and forgiveneſs.” 

&« Wonderful!“ cried he, with uplifted hands 
and eyes, © moſt wonderful !” G39; 
For ſome time, he ſeemed wrapped in deep 
thought, till a ſudden noiſe of tongues below, an- 
nouncing the approach of the Branghtons, made 
him ſtart from his ' reverie : he ſprung haſtily for- 
ward,—dropt. on one knee,---caught hold of my 
gown, which he prefſed to his lips, and then, 
quick as lightning, he roſe, and flew up ſtairs to 
his own room. IVEY Thobihs ab ns 8 

There was ſomething in the whole of this ex- 
traordinary and ſhocking adventure, really too af- 
fecting to be borne ; and ſo entirely had I ſpent my 
ſpirits and exhauſted my courage, that, before the 
es reached me, I had ſunk on the ground, 
without ſenſe or motion. IT * 

I believe I muſt have been a very horrid fight to 


them, on their entrance into the room; for, to \ 
al] appearance, I ſeemed to have ſuffered a violent 


death, either by. my own raſhneſs, or the eruelty 
of ſome murderer; as the piſtols were fallen cloſe 
by my fide... | RN | 
How ſoon I recovered, I know not, but; pro- 
bably, I was more indebted to the loudneſs of their 
cries, than to their aſſiſtance; for they all con- 
cluded that I was dead, and, for ſome time, did 
not make any effort to revive m. 
Scarcely could I recollett where or, indeed, 
what I was, ere they poured upon me ſuch a tor- 
rent of queſtions and enquiries, that I was almoſt 
ſtunned with their vociferation. However, as 
foan. and as well as I was able, I endeavoured 
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to ſatisſy their curioſity, by recounting what had 


happened as clearly as was in my power. They 


all looked aghaſt at the recital, but, not being 
well enough to enter into any dicſuflions, I beg- 
| ged to have a chair called, and to return inſtantly 
home. - . 
Before I left them, I recommended, with great 
earneſtne(s, a vigilant obſervance of their unhappy 
lodger, and that they would take eſpecial care to 
keep from him, if poſſible, all means of ſelf-de- 
: ſtruction. ; . 
NM. Du Bois, who ſeemed extremely concerned 
at my indiſpoſition, walked by the ſide of the chair, 
and ſaw.me ſafe. to my own apartment, 
The raſhneſs and the miſery of this ill-fated 
young man, engroſs all my thoughts. If indeed, 
| "he is bent upon deſtroying bimſelf, all efforts to 
. ſave him wi be fruitleſs, How much do I wiſh 
it were in my power to diſcover the nature of the 


$ malady which thus maddens him, and to offer or 


to procure alleyiation to his ſufferivgs ! I am ſure, 

y.deareſt Sir, you will be much concerned for 
this poor man, and were you here, I doubt not 
but you would find ſome method of awakening 
him "626 the error ata ay) him, and of pour- 
ing the balm, of peace and comfort into his afflicted 
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Evelina in continuation, 


| Holborn, Jane 13th. 
Yes TERDAY all the Branghtons dined 


here. Our converſation was almoſt wholly concern- 

ing the adventure. of the day before. Mr. Brangh- 

ton ſaid, that his firſt thought was inſtantly to turn 

his lodger out of doors, Leſt,“ continued he, 

6 his killing himſelf in myhouſe, ſhould bring me 

into any trouble; but then, I was afraid I ſhould ne- 

ver get the money he owes me, whereas, if he dies 
in my houſe, I have a right to all he leaves be- 

hind him, if he goes off in my debt. Indeed, 

L would put him in ptiſon-—but what ſhould 

L. get. by that? he could not earn any thing there 

to pay me. 80 L conſidered about it ſome time, 

and then I determined to aſk him, point- blank, fer 

my money out of hand. And fo I did, but he | 

told me he'd pay me next ,week : however, I gave 

him to underſtand, that though, I was no Scotch- 

man, yet 1 did not like to be over-reached any . _ 

more than he; fo then, he gave me a ring, which, 

to my certain knowledge, muſt be worth. ten gui- 

neas, and told me be would not part with it for his 

life, and à good deal more ſuch ſort of ſtuff, but 

that I might keep it till he could pay me,” _ 

It is ten to one, Father, ſaid young, Brangh- - 
ton, if he came fairly by it.“ 


„Very likely not,” anſwered he, “ but that 

will make no great differente; for I ſhall be able 

| N my right to it all one.? r 

| hat principles! I could hardly Ray in the room. 
7 > | | ; % * Im 24 l 
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« Þm determined,” ſaid the. ſon, „I'll take 
ſome opportunity to affront him ſoon, now I know 
how. poor he is, becauſe of the airs he gave him- 


ſelf to me when he firtt came.” 


And pray how was that child?“ ſaid Madame 

Duval. 

„Why you never knew ſuch a fuſs in your 
life as he made, becauſe, one day at dinner, I only 
happened to ſay, that I ſuppoſed he had never got 
ſuch a good meal in his life, before he came to 
England: there he fell in ſuch a paſſion as you 
can't think; but, formy part, I took no notice of it, 
for to be ſure, thinks I, he muſt needs be a gentle- 
man, or he'd never go to be ſo angry about it. 
However he won't put his tricks upon me again, 
in a ſs. 3 bk 

„Well faid Miſs Polly, he's grown quite an- 
other creature to what he was, and he does n't 
run away from us, nor hide himſelf nor any 
thing : and he's as civil as can be, and he's always 
in the ſhop, and he ſaunters about the ſtairs, and 
he looks at every body who comes in.” | 

% Why you may ſee what's after plain enough, 
ſaid Mr. Branghton; he wants to ſee Miſs, again.“ 
“ Ha, ha, ha! Lord, how I ſhould laugh,” ſaid 
the ſon, if he ſhe ſhould have ſell in Love with 

Miſs '” A R 858 
<<, Pm ſure,“ ſaid Miſs Branghton, Miſs is 
welcome; but, for my part, I ſhould be quite 
aſhamed of ſuch a beggarly conqueſt.” s 
Such was the converſation till tea time, when 


the appearance of Mr. Smith gave a new turn to 


the diſcourſe. . 

Mliſs Branghton deſired me to remark with what 
a ſmart air be entered the room, and aſked me if 
he had not very much a quality look ? 1 
- | « Come,” 
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& Come,” cried he, advancing to us, you 
ladies muſt not fit together ; wherever I go, I al- 
ways make it a rule to part the ladies.” 
And then handing Miſs Branghton to the next- 
chair, he ſeated himſelf between us. | 
« Well, now ladies, I think we fit very well. 
What ſay you? for my part, I think it was a very 
d motion,” - * 
4e If my Couſin likes it,” ſaid Miſs Branghton, 
ct I'm fure Pve no objeion.” © 
« O,” cried he, „I always ſtudy. what the 
Jadies like,--that's my firſt thought. And, indeed, 
it is but natural that you ſhould like, beſt to ſit by 
the gentlemen, for what can you find to ſay to one 
another?“ VS 
„ Say!“ cried young Branghton, „O, never 
ou think of that, they'll find enough to fay, TI! 
e ſworn. You know the women are never tired 
of talking. „ | ws + 4 
© Come, come, Tom,” ſaid Mr. Smith, „“ don't 
be ſevere upon the ladies; when I'm by; you 
know I always take their part“ 5 
Soon after, when Miſs Branghton offered me 
ſome cake, this man of gallantry ſaid, Well, if 
J was that lady, I'd never take any thing from a 
woman.” | | FE 0 | 
v6 * Phy not, Sir? 7: 3 
„ Becauſe 1 ſhould be afraid of being poiſoned 
for being ſo handſome. - _ HOY Trans 
Who is ſevere upon the ladies now ?” aid J. 
„Why, really Ma'am, it was a. flip of the 
tongue, I did not intend to fay ſuch a thing; but 
one can't always be upon one's guard.” WR 
Soon after, the converſation turning upon 
| na places, young Branghton aſkedif L had ever © 
en to George's at Hampſtead ? 


Indeed 


— 
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„Indeed I never heard the place mention2d. 
Did n't you Miſs ?” cried he eagerly, © wh 
then you've a deal of fun to come, I'll 1 17 
you; and, I tell you what, III treat you there 
n. ſoon. . So now, Bid and Poll, be ſure 
you don't tell Miſs about the chairs, and all that, 
for I've a mind to ſurpriſe her; and if j pay, 1 

think I've a right to have it my own Way. 

„George's at Hampſtead !“ repeated Mr. Smith, 
contemptuouſly, „how came you to think the 
young Lady would like to go to ſuch: a low place 
as that ? But, pray, Ma'am, have you ever been 
to Don Saltero's at Chelſea "nd 

“ No, Sir.“ | 

% No !---No !--nay, then, I muſt inſiſt on hav- 
ing the pleaſure of conducting you. there before 
long. I aſſure you, Ma'am, many: genteel. people 
go or elſe, J give.you my word, 1 ſhould nr 
cominend it.“ 

Pray, Couſin,” ſaid. Mr. Bra - © have 
you been to Sadler s Wells, yet 1 8 1 
4 Neo, Sir.“. 
No l why, then you've ſeen. PER 1 
„ Pray, Mik, ſaid the Son, as go. you 
like the Tower of London ?” | 
„ have never been to it, Sir.” 1 

„ (Goodneſs !” exclaimed al 60 not ** the 
Tower !---why may be you ha'nt been d top of. 
the Monument, neither??? 

«« No, indeed, I have not.“ 

Why then you, might as. well not TER come 
to London, ſor ought t ſee, Joh, you, ve been no 
where. 


Pray, Miſs,” fajd Polly, « ve you been all 
ever Paul's Church vet! as % 


W. cc No, Main” SH TE | — 13 
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c Well, but, Ma'am,” ſaid Mr. Smith, „ how 
do you like Vauxhall and Marybone ?” 

e] never ſaw either, Sir.” 

«© No !—God” bleſs me !—you really ſurpriſe 
me, — Why Vauxhall is the firſt pleaſure in life !— 
I know nothing like it. Well, Ma'am, you muſt 
have been with ſtrange people, indeed, not to 
have taken you to Vauxhall, Why you have ſeen 
nothing of London yet—However we muſt try if 
we can't make you amends.” 

In the courſe of this catechi/m, many other places 
were. mentioned of which I haye forgotten the 
names; but the looks of ſurpriſe and contempt that 
my repeated negatives incurred, were very divert- 
ing. | a f 
Ez: Come,” ſaid Mr. Smith after tea, “as this Lady 
has been with ſuch a queer ſet of people, let's ſhew 
her the difference; ſuppoſe we go ſome where to- 
night ?—I love to do things with ſpirit Come, 
Ladies, .where- ſhall we go! For my part I ſhould 
like Foote's but the Ladies muſt chooſe; I never 

ſpeak myſelf.” : 

«« Well Mr. Smith is always in ſuch ſpirits '“ 

ſaid Miſs Branghton. 9 
_« Why yes, Ma'am, yes, thank G, pretty 
good ſpirits I have not yet the cares of the world 
upon me, —I am not married, —ha, ha, ha, —you''Il 
excuſe me, Ladies, — but I can't help laughing !—” 

No, objection being made, to my great relief, 
we all proceeded to the little theatre in the Hay- 
market,” where I was extremely entertained by the 
performance of the Minor and the Commiſſary, 

They all returned hither to ſupper. 


* 
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Evelina in continuation. 
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V - June 15th; 
I ESTERDAY morning, Madame Duval 
again ſent me to Mr. Branghton's attended by M. 
Du Bois to make ſome party for the evening; be- 
cauſe ſhe had had the vapours the preceding day, 
from ſtaying at home. | 

As I entered the flop, I perceived the unfortu 
nate North Briton, ſeated in a corner, with a book 
in his hand. He caſt his melancholy eyes up, as 
we came in, and, I believe, immediately recol- 
lected my face for he ſtarted and changed colour. 

- I delivered Madame Duvals meſſy e to Mr. 
Branghton, who told me I ſhould find Polly up 
ſtairs, but that the others were gone out, 

Up ftairs, therefore, I went; and ſeated on a 
window with Mr. Brown, at her ſide, fat Miſs 
Polly. I felt a little aukward at diſturbing them, 
and much more ſo at their behaviour afterwards : 
for, as foon as the common enquiries were over, 
Mr. Brown grew ſo fond, and fo fooliſh, that I 
was extremely difguſted. Polly all the time, on- 
ly rebuked him, with, „La, now, Mr. Brown, do 


be quiet, can't you ?—you ſhould not behave fo 


J $8 of me * 


before company. Why now what will Miſs think 


while her looks plainly ſhewed not 
merely the pleaſure, but the pride which ſhe tock 
in his careffes. | g i 
I did not, by any means, think it neceſſary to 
puniſh myſelf by witneſſing to their tenderneſs, and 
| | | therefore, 
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therefore, — them I would ſee if Miſs Brangh- 
ton, was returned home, I ſoon left them, and again 
deſcended into the ſhop. | 

“ So, Miſs, you've come again, ſaid Mr. 
3 „hat, I ſuppoſe you've a mind to 
ſit a little in the ſhop, and ſee how the world goes, 
hey, Miſs ?” | | 

| made no anſwer; and M. Du Bois inſtantly 
brought me a chair, 
The unhappy ftranger, who had riſen at m 
entrance again ſeated himſelf; and _— his 
head leant towards his book, I could not help ob- 
ſerving that his eyes were moſt intently and ear- 
neſtly turned towards me. 5 

M. Du Bois, as well as his broken Engliſh would 
allow him, endeavoured to entertain us, till the 
return of Miſs Branghton and her brother. 

„Lord how tired I am !” cried the former, 
„ T have not a foot to ſtand upon.“ Am then, 
without any ceremony, ſhe flung herſelf into the 
chair from which I had riſen to receive her. 

© You tired!” ſaid the brother, © why then 
what muſt I be, that have walked twice as far?“ 
And with equal politeneſs, he paid the ſame com- 
pliment-to M. Du Bois which his fifter had done 
ro me, r FE ETA 
' Two chairs and three ſtools compleated the fur- 
niture of the ſhop, and Mr. Branghton who choſe 
to keep his own ſeat himſelf, defired M. Du Bois 
to take another; and then, ſeeing that I was with- 
out any, called out to the ſtranger, Come, Mr. 
Macartney, lend us your tool.” _ 

Shocked at their rudeneſs, I declined the offer, 
and approaching Miſs Branghton, ſaid, If you 
will be ſo-good as to make room for me on your 

ite | | chair, 
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chin. there will be no occaſion to diſturb that 
gentleman.” 

Lord, what ſignifies that?“ cried the brother, 
„ he has bad his ſhare of fitting I'll be ſworn.” 
And if he has not,” ſaid the ſiſter, „he has a 
chair up ſtairs; and the ſhop is our own, I hope.“ 

This groſſneſs ſo much diſguſted me, that I took 
the ſtool, and carrying it back ro Mr. Macartney 
- myſelf, I returned him thanks, as civilly as I could 

for his politeneſs; but ſaid that I had; rather-ſtand. 

He looked at me as if unaccuſtomed to ſuch at- 
'tention, bowed very reſpectfully,” but neither 
ſpoke nor yet made uſe of it. 

I ſoon found that I was an object of deriſion to 
— preſent, except M. Du Bois. and, therefore 

begged Mr. Branghton would give me an anſwer 
15 adame ne as I was in haſte to return. 
„Well then, Toom,—Biddy,—where have you 
a mind to go to- night? your Aunt and Miſs want 
to be abroad and amongſt tbem. 

„% Why then, Papa, faid Miſs dun oa, 
& we'll go to Don Saltero's. Mr. Smith likes 
that place, ſo may be he'll.go along with us.“ 
No, no,“ ſaid the ſon, I'm for White-Gon- 
duit Houſe : ſo let's go there.” 

„ White Conduit Houſe, indeed!“ cried his 


Siſter, „no Tom, that I won't.“ 


„ Why then let it alone; nobody wants your 
company we ſhall. do as well without you, III 
be ſworn, and better too.” 

„l' tell you what, Tom, if you don't hold 
Jour tongue, I'll make you repent it,—that I aſ- 
ſure you.” 

Juſt then, Mr. Smith came into the ſhop, which 
he ſeemed to intend paſſing through; but when he 
ſaw me, he ſtopped and began a moſt courteous 
enquiry 
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enquiry after my health, proteſting that, had he 


known I was there, he ſhould have come down 
ſooner. But, bleſs me, Ma'am, added he, 
c what is the reaſon you ftand ?” and then he flew 
to bring me the ſeat from which Thad juſt parted, 
« Mr. Smith, you are come in very good time, 
ſaid Mr. Branghton, to end a diſpute between 
my ſon and daughter, about where they ſhall all go 
to-night.” | | 
66 © fie, Tom, diſpute with a lady!“ - cried 
Mr. Smith, „Now as for me, Pm for where you 
will, provided this young Lady is of the party,— 
one place is the ſame as another to me, ſo that it be 
but agreeeble to the ladies, —I would go any where 
with you, Mam,” (to me) unleſs, indeed, it, 
were to church; —ha, ha, ha,—you'll excuſe me, 
Ma'am, but really I never could conquer my 
fear of a parſon ;-—— ha, ha, ha, 
beg our pardon, for being ſo rude, but I can't 
p laughing for my life?” lng 
I was juſt ſaying, Mr. Smith,” faid Miſs 
| Branghton, ** that I ſhould like to go to Don Sal- 
| tero's !—now pray where ſhould you like to go?” 
«© Why really, Miſs Biddy, you know I always 
let the ladies decide: I never fix any thing myſelſ; 
but I ſhould ſuppoſe it would be rather hot at the 
coffee-houſe, however, pray, Ladies, ſettle it 
among yourſelves, —l'm agreeable to whatever you 
chuſe, e 
It was eaſy for me to diſcover, that this man, 
with all his parade of conformity, objects to every 
thing that is not propoſed by himſelf: but he is 
ſo much admired, by this family, for his gentility, 
that he thinks himſelf a complete fine gentleman ! 
Come,“ faid Mr. Branghton, the beſt way 
will be to put it to the vote, and then every body 
"3 « will _ 


FP 
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will ſpeak their minds, Biddy, call Poll down 
ſtairs. We'll ſtart fair,“ | : 

„ Lord, Papa,” ſaid Mifs Branghton, «+ why 
can't you as well ſend Tom ?---you're always ſend- 
ing me of the errands.” 


A diſpute then enſued, but Miſs Branghton was 


* to 2 
hen Mr. Brown and Miſs Polly made their 


appearance, the latter uttered many complaints 
of haying been called, ſaying ſhe did not want to 
come, and was very wel} where ſhe was. 


% Now, Ladies, your votes,” cried Mr. Smith, 


* and fo, Ma'am,” (to me) © we'll begin with 


you, What place ſhall you like beſt ?? and then 


in a whiſper, he added, I aſſure you, I ſhall ſay 
the ſame as you do, whether I like it or not.” 
I, faid, that as I was ignorant what choice was in 
my power, T muſt beg to hear their deciſions firſt. 
This was reluctantly aſſented to; and then Miſs 
Branghton voted. for Saltero's Coffee-houſe ; her 
ſiſter for a party to Mother Red Cap's;* the bro- 
ther, for White Conduit Houſe; Mr. Brown, for 
Bagnigge Wells; Mr. Branghton for Sadler's 
Wells; and Mr. Smith for Vauxhall. | 
Well now, Maam,”* ſaid Mr. Smith; © we 
have all ſpoken, and ſo you muſt give the Caſting 
vote. Come what will you fix upon?“ 

Sir,“ anſwered I, was to ſpeak laſt.” 

4% Well, ſo you will,” ſaid Miſs Branghton, 
« for we've all ſpoke firſt,” 


Pardon me,” returned I, ** the voting has not 


yet been quite general.” | 
And I looked towards Mr. Macartney, to whom 
I wiſhed extremely to ſhew that I was not of the 
ſame brutal nature with thoſe by whom he was 
treated ſo groſsly. - why 
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„ Why, pray,” ſaid Mr.-Branghton, ©* who 
have we left out? would you have the cats and 
dogs vote?“ | 

„ No, Sir,” cried I with ſome ſpirit, * I would 
have that gentleman vote,—if, indeed, he is not ſu- 
perior to joining our party.“ | 

They all looked at me. as if they doubted whe- 
ther or not they had heard me right: but, in a few 
moments, their ſurpriſe gave way to a rude burſt 
of laughter. 

Very much diſpleaſed, I told M. Du Bois that 
if he was not ready to go, I would have a coach“ 
called for myſelf. | 

O yes, he ſaid, he was always ready to attend me. 

Mr. Smith then advancing, attempted to take m 
hand, and begged me not to leave them till I had 
ſettled the evening's plas. 

„ have nothing Sir,” ſaid I, © to do with it, 
as it is my intention to ſtay at home; and therefore 
Mr. Branghton will be ſo good as to ſend Madame 
Duval word what place is fixed upon, when it is 
convenient to him.“ 28 3 

And then, making a flight courtſie, I left 
them. 1 | 

How much does my diſguſt for theſe people en- 
ereaſe my pity for poor Mr. Macartney ! I will not 
ſee them when I can avoid ſo doing; but I am- de- 
termined to take every opportunity in my power, 
to ſhew civility to this unhappy man, whoſe mis- 
fortunes, with this family, only render him an ob- 
ject of ſcorn. I was, however, very well pleaſed 
with M. Du Bois, who far from joining in their 
mirth, expreſſed himſelf extremely ſhocked at their 

1l]- breeding. _ - Eos 

We had not walked ten yards, ere we were fol- 
lowed by Mr. Smith, who came to make excuſes, 
and to aſſure me they were only joking, and. 200 
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J took nothing ill, for if 1 did, he would make 
a quarrel of it himſelf with the Branghton's, rather 
than I ſhould take any offence. a 
I begged him not to take w trouble about ſo | 
r 


immaterial an affair, and aſſured him I ſhould not 
myſelf. He was ſo officious, that he would not 
be prevailed upon to return home, till he had walk- 
ed with us to Mr: Dawkin's.. 
Madame Duval was very much- diſpleaſed that 
I brought her ſo little ſatisfaction. White Conduit 
Houſe was, at laſt, fixed upon; and notwith- 
3 my great diſlike of ſuch parties and ſuch 
places, I was obliged to accompany them. | 
Very diſagreea and much according to my 
expectations, the evening proved. There were 
many people all ſmart and gaudy, and ſo pert and 
low-bred, that I could hardly endure being amongſt 
them: but the party to which, unfortunately, I 
belonged, ſeemed all at home. To 
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LETTER XLVI. 


Evelina in continuation. 
- 


Holburn, June 17th. 


Y rsrzzpay Mr. Smith carried his point 
of making a party for Vauxhall, conſiſting of Ma- 
dame Duval, M. Du Bois, all the Branghtons, 
Mr. Brown, himſelf, —and me ! for I find all en- 
deayours, vain toeſcape any thing which theſe peo- 
ple deſire Tſhould not. 
There were twenty diſputes, previous to our 
ſetting out; firſt, as to the time of our going; Mr. 
Branghton, his ſon, and young Brown, . 
| . * | ix 
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fixFo'clock; and all the ladies and Mr. Smith 
were for eight z— the latter, however, con- 
quered. | 

Then, as to the way we ſhould go; | ſome were 
for a boat, others for a coach, and Mr. Branghton 
himſelf was for walking: but the boat, at length, 
was decided upon. Indeed this was the only part 
of the expedition that was agreeable to me, for 
the Thames was delightfully pleaſant: 

The Garden is very pretty, but too formal; I 
ſhould have been better pleaſed, had it conſiſted 
leſs of ſtrait walks, where | 


Grove nods at groye, each alley has its brother. 


the trees, the numerous lights, and the company 
in the circle around the orcheftra make a moſt bril- 
liant and gay appearance; and, had I been with 
2 party leſs diſagreeable to me, 1 ſhould have 
thought it a place formed for animation and plea- 
ſure. There was a concert, in the courſe of which 
the hautbois concerto was ſo charmingly played, 
that I could have thought myſelf upon enchanted 
ground, had I had ſpirits more gentle to aſſociate 
with. The hautboy in the open air is heavenly. * 
Mr. Smith endeavoured to attach himſelf to me, 
with ſuch officious aſſiduity, and impertinent free- 
dom, that he quite fickened me. Indeed, M. Du 
Bois was the only man of the party to whom vo- 
luntarily, I ever addreſſed myſelf. He is Civil and 
reſpectful, and I have found nobody elſe ſo ſince I 
left Howard Grove. His Engliſh is very bad, but 
I prefer it to ſpeaking French myſelf, which I dare 
not venture to do. f converſe with him frequently 
both to diſengage myſelf from others, and - oblige 
+ a: Madame 
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Madame Duval, who is always pleaſed when he is 
attended to. 54 ; . | 
As we were walking about the orcheſtra, I heard 
a bell ring, and, in a moment, Mr. Smith, flying 
up to me, caught my hand, and, with a motion 
too quick to be reſiſted, ran away with me many 
7 5 before I had breath to aſk his meaning, tho 
ſtruggled as well as I could to get from him. At 
laſt, however, I inſiſted upon eee. „ Stop- 
ping, [Ma'am !”? cried he, why, we muſt run 
on, or we ſhall loſe the caſcade !“ | 
And then again, he hurried me away, mixing with 
a crowd of people, all running with ſo much ve- 
locity, that I could not imagine what had raiſed 
ſuch an alarm. We were ſoon followed by the 
reſt of the party; and my ſurpriſe and ignorance 
ved a ſource of diverhon to them all, that was 
not exhauſted the whole evening. Young Brangh- 
ton, in, particular, laughed till he could hardy 
ſand | | | 


The ſcene. of the caſcade I thought extremely 
pretty, and the general effect ſtriking and lively. 
But this was not the only ſurpriſe which was to 

divert them at my expence ; for they led me about 
the garden, purpoſely to enjoy my fr ſight of va- 
rious other deceptions. | | 

About ten o'clock, Mr. Smith having choſen a 
box in a very conſpicuous place, we all went to ſup- 
per. Much fault was found with every thing that 
was ordered, though not a morſel of any thing was 
left; and the dearneſs of proviſions, with con- 
jectures upon what: profit was romp them, ſup- 
_ plied diſcourſe during the whole meal. | 
When wine and-cyder-were brought, Mr. Smith 

ſaid, Now let's enjoy ourſelves; - now is the 
+ 88 time, 
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time or never. Well, Ma'am, and how do you 
like Vauxhall po 

“Like it!” cried young Branghton, „why, 
how can ſhe help liking it ? ſhe has never ſeen 
ſuch a place before, that VII anſwer for.” 

„For my part,” ſaid Miſs Bring, „ like 
it, becauſe it is not vulgar.” 

« This muſt have been a fine treat far you, 
Miſs,” ſaid Mr. Branghton; why, I ſuppoſe, 
you was never ſo happy in alb your life before?“ 

I endeavoured to expreſs my ſatisfaction with 
ſome pleaſure, yet I believe they were much amaz- 
ed at my coldneſs. 

« Miſs ought to ſtay in town till the laſt night, 
ſaid young Branghton, “and then, it's my belief, 
ſhe'd ſay ſomething to it! Why, Lord, it's the 

beſt night of any: there's always a riot,—and 
there the folks run about,---and then there's ſuch 
ſquealing and ſqualling 1---and there all the lamps - 
are broke, and the women run ſkimper ſcamper ; 
---I declare I would not take five guineas to miſs 
the laſt night !” il 

I was very glad when they all grew tired of ſit- 
ting, and called for the waiter to pay the bill. 
The Miſs Branghtons ſaid they would walk on, 
while the gentlemen ſettled the account, and aſked 
me to accompany them; rere however, 1 de- 
clined. 

Lou girls may do as you pleaſe,” ſaid Madame 
Duval, but as to me, 1 promiſe Jou, J ſha'n't 

no here without the gentlemen.“ 
No more, I ſuppoſe, will my 'Coujin,” faid ON 
Miſs Branghton, Tooking tans. towards 
Mr. Smith. 

This reflection, Wich, L. feared would: Kater 
" vanity, made me, moſt unfortunately, requeſt 

A * e Madame 
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Madame Duval's permiſſion to attend them. She 
granted it, and away we went, having promiſed to 
meet in the room. e | 
To the room, therefore, I would immediate] 
have gone; but the ſiſters agreed that they would 
firſt have a little pleaſure, and they tittered, and 
"talked ſo loud, that they attraged univerſal no- 

tice. q 6 Be | | 
Lord, Polly,” ſaid the eldeſt, ſuppoſe we 
were to take a turn in the dark walks !” 
e Ay, do,” - anſwered ſhe, and then we'll 
hide ourſelves, and then Mr. Brown will think we 
are loſt.” 8 
I remonſtrated very warmly againſt this plan, 
telling them that it would endanger our miſſing the 
eſt of the party all the evening. I} þ 
O dear,” cried Miſs Branghton, I thought 
how uneaſy Miſs would be, without a beau 
Ihis impertinence I did not think worth anſwer- 
ing; and, quite by compulſion, I followed them 
down a long alley, in which there was hardly any 
By the time we came near the end, a large party 
of gentlemen, apparently very riotous, and who 
were hallowing, leaning'on one another, and laugh- 
ing immoderately, ſeemed to ruſh ſuddenly from 
behind ſome trees, and, meeting us face to face, 
| their arms at their ſides, and formed a kind of 
circle, that firſt topped our proceeding, and then 
our TY for, we were preſently entirely in- 
.cloſed. The.Miſs Branghtons ſereamed aloud, and 
I was frightened exceedingly: Our ſcreams were 
anſwered with burſts of laughter, and, for ſome 
minutes, we were kept priſoners, till, at laſt, one 
of 3 ſeizing hold of me, ſaid I was 2 
| little ereature. 1 115 
er = | Terrified - 
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Terrified to death, I ftruggled with ſuch vehe- 
mence to diſengage myſelf from him, that I ſuc- 
ceeded, in ſpite of his efforts to detain me; and 
immediately, and with a ſwiftneſs which fear only 
could have given me, I flew rather than ran up 
the walk, hoping to ſecure my ſafety by return- 
ing to the lights and company we had ſo fooliſhly 
left: but before I could poſſibly accompliſh. my 
- purpoſe, I was met by another party of men, one 
of whom placed himſelf ſo directly.in my way, 
calling out, Whither ſo faſt my love?”---that 
I could on! 
. 


In a moment both my hands, by different per- 
ſons, were caught hold of; and one of them, in a 


moſt familiar manner, deſired to accompany me in 
a race, when I ran next; while the reſt of the 
party ſtood ſtill and laughed. 

F was almoſt diſtracted with terror, and ſo 
breathleſs with running, that J could not ſpeak, 
till another advancing, ſaid, I-was as handſome as 
an angel, and deſired to be of the party. I then 
Juſt articulated '«« For Heaven's ſake, Gentlemen, 
let me paſs!” | 


Another then, ruſhing ſuddenly forward, ex- 


3 « Heaven and earth! what voice is 
that? | 
£ The voice of the prettieſt little actreſs I have 
feen this age,” anſwered one of my perſecutors. 
© No.---ne;—-no,” I parted out, I am no 
aCtreſs, pray let me go, - pray let me paſs -. 
By all that's ſacred,” cried the ſame voice, 


which I then knew for Sir Clement Willoughby's, 


<< ras herſelf 1 [ | 
« Sir Clement Willoughby !“ cried I. “ O Sir, 
_ aſfiſt---affiſt me or I ſhall die with terror l- 
| | N 2 Gentlemen, 
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y have proceeded, by running into his 
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” had led me, though I know not how, into another 
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Gentlemen, cried he, diſengaging them all 


from me in an inſtant, pray leave this lady to me.“ 


Loud laughs proceeded from every mouth, and 


two or three ſaid, Willougbby has all the luck !” 
But one of them, in a- paſſionate manner, vowed 
he would not give me up, for that he had the firſt 


right to me, and would ſuppott it. th 
% You are miſtaken,” ſaid Sir Clement, «this 
lady is—T will explain myſelf to you another time; 
but I aſſure you, you are all ' miſtaken,” © 
And then taking my willing hand, he led me 
off, amidſt the loud: acclamations, laughter, and 
groſs merriment of his impertinent companions. 
As ſoon as we had eſcaped from them, Sir Cle- 


ment with a voice of ſurpriſe, exclaimed, My 


deareſt greature, what wonder, what ſtrange revo- 
Tution has brought you to ſuch a ſpot as this?“ 
Aſhamed of my ſituation, and extremely morti- 


fied to be thus recognized by him, I was for ſome 
time filent, and when he repeated his queſtion, 
only ſtammered out, I have, — I hardly know 
how, —loſt myſelf from my party—.” 5 


He caught my hand, and eagerly preſſing it, in 
a paſſionate voice, ſaid, «© O that J had ſooner met 


o 


with thee !“ | . 


Surpriſed at a freedom ſo unexpected, I — 4 
broke from him, ſaying, Is this the protection 
ou give me, Sir Clement! “????? | 
And then I ſaw what the perturbation of my 
mind had prevented my ſooner noticing, that he 


a 


of the dark alleys, inſtead of the ' place whethier I 


Good God !” I cried, © where am I ?—what 
way are you going * hk - Vets g 
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cc Where,” anſwered he, we ſhall be leaſt. 


obſerved.” | | 
Aſtoniſhed at this ſpeech, I ſtopped ſhort, and 
declared I would go no further. 


7 


And why not, my angel?” again endeayour-- 


og 49 take my hand. 


y heart beat with reſentment : 1 puſhed him. 


away from me with all my ſtrength, and demanded 
how he dared treat me with ſuch inſolence ? 
% Inſolence ?” repeated ge. q 


Les, Sir Clement, inſolence; from you. who 


know me, I had a claim for protection, — not to 


ſuch treatment as. this.“ 


«© By Heaven,” cried he with warmth, © ou 
diſtract me,—why, tel] me,---why do I ſee you 


here ?---Is this a place for Miſs Anville ?---thafe 

dark walks !---no party !--no companion !--by all 

that's good, I can ſcarce believe my ſenſes !” 
Extremely offended at this ſpeech, I turned an- 


grily from him, and not deigning to make any an- 


wer, walked on towards that part of the garden 
whence I perceived the lights and company, 4 


4. 


He followed me; but we were both ſome time 


ſilent. 


ſaid he, at length.” 


* 


4 No, Sir, anſwered L, diſdainfully. 


„ So you will not explain to me your ſituation?“ 


Nor yet ſuffer me to make my own inter- 


pretation --: 


Icould not bear this ſtrange manner of ſpeak- . 
ing ; it made my very ſoul ſhudder,---and I burſt 


into tears. 


He flew to me, and actually flung himſelf at my 


feet, as if regardleſs who might ſee him, ſaying, 


*© C Miſs Anville---lovelieſt of women forgive 
my---my---I beſeech you forgive me ;---if I have 


* 
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offended,---if I have hurt you I could kill myſelf 
at the thought I-“ | 
No matter, Sir, no matter,” cried I, „ if I 
can but find my friends,---I will never ſpeak to--- 
never fee you again !“ 
«© Good God !--good Heaven !--my deareſt life, 
what is it I have done ?---What is it [have ſaid ?” 
« You beſt know, Sir, what and why ;- but 
don't hold me here,---let me be gone, and do you ?* 
Not till you forgive me 11 cannat part with 
you in anger.“ * n 
For ſhame, for ſhame, Sir,” cried I indig- 
nantly, do you ſuppoſe I am to be thus com- 
pelled ?---do you take advantage of the abſence of 
my friends, to affront me? | 
„No Madam,” cried he, riſing, I would 
ſooner forfeit my life than act fo mean a part. But 
you have flung me into amazement unſpeakable, 
and you will not condeſcend to liſten to my requeſt 
of giving me ſome explanation.“ | 
«© The manner, Sir,“ ſaid T, * in which you 
ſpoke that requeſt, made and will make me ſcorn 
to anſwer it.” | | 
c Scorn !---I] will own to you, I expected not 
ſuch diſpleaſure from Miſs Anville?” 
Perhaps, Sir, if you had, you would leſs vo- 
luntarily have merited it.” 2:5 hn 
My deareſt life, ſurely it muſt be known to 
you, that the man does not breathe, who adores 
you ſo paſſionately, fo fervently, ſo ee as 1 
90 I- -Why then will you delight in perplexing - 
me ?---in keeping me in ſuſpence- -in torturing 
me with doubt? Sy” 
1, Sir, delight in perplexing you !---Y ou are 
much miſtaken.---Your ſuſpence, your doubts, 
your perplexities,---are of your own creating; and, 
| . 4; bdeliere 
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believe me, Sir, they may offend but they can 
never delight me :---but, as you have yourſelf 
raifed, you muſt yourſelf fatisfy them.” | 
«© Good God ”---that ſuch haughtineſs and fuch-- 
ſweetneſs can inhabit the fame manſion !” . 
I. made no anſwer, but quickening my pace, 
_ I walked on ſilently and fullenly ; till this moſt im- 
petuous of men, fnatching my hand, which he 
grafped with violence, beſought me to forgive him, 
with ſuch earneſtneſs of ſupplication, that merely 
to eſcape his importunities, I was forced to ſpeak, 
and, in ſome meaſure to grant that pardon that he 
requeſted: though it was accorded with a very ill 
grace; but, indeed I knew not how to reſiſt the 
humility of his entreaties : yet never ſhall I recol- 
le& the occaſion he gave me of diſpleaſure, with- 
out feeling it a F 
We now ſoon arrived in the midſt of the general 
crowd, and my own ſafety being then inſured, 
I grew extremely uneaſy for the Mifs Branghtons, . 
whoſe danger, however, imprudently incurred by 
their own Folly, I too well knew now to tremble 
for. To this conſideration all my pride of heart 
yielded, and 1 determined to ſeek my party with 
the utmoſt ſpeed ; though not without a figh did 
recolle& the fruitlefs attempt I had made, after the 
opera, of concealing from this man my unfortunate 
connections, which I was now obliged to make 
known. . | | 
1 haſtened therefore, to the room; with a view 
of ſending young Branghton to the aid of his ſiſters. 
In a very hort time, I perceived Madame Duval, 
and the reſt, looking at one of the paintings. I muſt 
own to you honeſtly, my dear Sir, that an involun- 
tary repugnance ſeized me, at preſenting fuch a ſet 
to Sir — "hey who had been uſed to ſee 
ET! | N 1 es „ . 
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me in parties ſo different My pace ſlackened as 
I approached them, but they preſently perceived me. 
* Ah Mademoiſelle ]“ cried M. Du Bois, Que 
je ſuis charmẽ de vous voir! ; 
Pray, Miſs,” cried Mr. Brown, *©* where's 
Miſs Polly ?” . 
Why, Miſs, you've been a long while gone,” 
ſaid Mr. Branghton ; „ we thought you'd been 
loſt. But what have you done with your couſins ;” 

1 hefitated,---for — regarded me with 
a look of wonder. : N 
„ Pardie,” cried Madame Duval, „ ſha'n't 
let you leave me again in a hurry, Why, here 
we've been in ſuch a fright !---and all the while, 1 
ſuppoſe you've been” thinking nothing about the 
matter.” Te 

Well,“ ſaid young Branghton, “as long as 
Miſs is come back, I don't mind, for as to Bid and 
Poll, they can take care of themſelves. But the 
beſt joke is, Mr, Smith is gone all about a looking 
for you.”” 28 "Fe 
: Theſe ſpeeches were made almoſt all in a breath : 
but when, at laſt, they waited for an anſwer, I 
told them, that in walking up one of the long al- 
leys, we had been frightened and ſeparated. 
„The long alleys!” repeated Mr. Branghton, 
and, pray, what had you to do in the long alleys ? 
why, to be ſure, you muſt all of you have had a 

mind to be affronted !” ; 

This ſpeech was not more impertinent to me, 
than ſurpriſing to Sir Clement, who regarded all 
the party with evident aſtoniſhment. However, I 
told young Branghton that no time ought to be 
loſt, for that his ſiſters might require his immediate 
- protection. N . | * 
But how will they get it?“ cried this brutal 


brother; © if they've a mind to behave in ſuch a 
Ft 74 manner 
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manner as that, they ought to pratect themſelves; 
and ſo they may for me.“ | 
6 Well, ” ſaid the ſimple Mr. Brown,” whe- 
ther you go or no, I think I may as well ſee after. 
Miſs Polly.” | wel TH 
The father then, iaterfering, inſiſted that his 
ſon ſhould accompany him; and away they went.“ 
It was now that Madame Duval ff perceived 
Sir Clement; to whom turning with a look of 
great diſpleaſure, ſhe. angrily ſaid,” Ma for, fo 
you are comed here, of all the people in the 
world !|—I wonder, child, you would let ſuch a 
—ſuch a perſon as that keep company with you.“ 
am very ſorry, Madam,” ſaid Sir Clement, 
in a tone of ſurpriſe, if [ have been ſo unfor- 
tunate as to offend you; but I believe you will 
not regret the honour I now have of attending 
Miſs Anville, when you hear that l have been ſa 
happy as to do her ſome. {ervice.” .- _ | 
Juſt as Madame Duval, with her uſual ING ab | 
was beginning to reply, the attention of Sir Cle- 
ment was. wholly drawn from her, by the appear- - 
ance of Mr. Smith, who ſuddenly coming behind. 
me, and freely putting his hands,on my ſhoulders, 
cried, * O ho, my little runaway, have i found 
you at laſt? I have been ſcampering all over the 
gardens for you; for I was determined to find you, 
if you were above ground. But how could you be 
ſo cruel as-to deave;,us?”7 0 . 
I turned round to him, and looked with a degree 
of contempt that I hoped would have / quieted him 
but he had not the ſenſe to underſtand me; and, 


attempting to take my hand, he added, Such a 


demute looking lady as you are, who'd have thought 
af your lead ing one ſuch a dance i- Come now,, 
* 25 7 3 bo N 5 | ; er qo 4 FRY | don't. . 
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don't be ſo eoy, - only think what a trouble I have 


had in running after you!“ | FINS 
The trouble, Sir,” ſaid I, „ was of your own 

choice—not mine.“ And I walked round to the 

other ſide of Madam Duval. 

Perhaps I was too proud,---but I could not en- 
dure that Sir Clement, whoſe eyes followed him 

with looks of the moſt ſurpriſed curiofity, ſhould 
| witneſs his unwelcome familiarity. 
Upon my removal, he came up to me, and, in 
a low voice, ſaid, You are not, then, with the 
Mirvans ?” 6 — 
Sit“ 93 a 
“ And pray —may J aſk,---have you left them 
AAA q: | 

„ No, Sir.” ; 

«© How unfortunate I am !---but yeſterday I ſent 
to acquaint the Captain I ſhould reach the Grove 
by to-morrow noon ! However, I ſhall get away as 
_ faſt as poſſible. Shall you be long in town ?” 

I believe not, Sir“ . 

e And then, when you leave it,---which 1 
will you allow me to aſk, which way you ſhall 
traverf® © + 

& Indeed, -I don't know) 

„ Not know !---But do you return to the Mit- 
vans any more? oe | 
46 1-1 can't tell, Sir.” | 
And then, I addreſſed myſelf to Madame Duval, 
with ſuch a pretended earneſtneſs, that he was ob- 
liged to be ſilent. . 
As he cannot but obſerve the great change in 
my ſituation, which he knows not how to account 
for, there is ſomething in all theſe queſtions, and 
this unreſtrained curioſity, that J did not expect 
from a man, who when he pleaſes, can be ſo well- 
bred, as Sir Clement Willoughby. He ſeems dif- 
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poſed to think that the alteration in my compa- 
nions authorizes an alteration in his manners. 


It is true, he has always treated me with uncom- 
mon freedom, but never before with ſo diſreſpe&ful 7 


an abruptneſs. This obſervation, which he has. 
given me cauſe to make, of his changing with the 
tide, has ſunk him more in my opinion, than any 
other part of his conduc. 
Yet I could almoſt have laughed, when 1 looked 
at Mr. Smith, who no ſooner ſaw me addreſſed by 
dir Clement, than, retreating aloof from the 
company, he ſeemed to Joſe at once all his happy 
ſelf-ſufficiency and conceit ; looking now at the 
baronet, now. at- himſelf, ſurveying with ſorrow- 
ful eyes, his dreſs, ſtruck with his air, his geſ- 
tures, his eaſy gaiety ; he gazed at him with en- 
vious. admiration, and ſeemed himſelf, ' with con- 
ſcious inferiority, to ſhrink into nothing. 
Soon after, M Brown, running up to us, call. 
ed out, La, what, i'n't Miſs Polly come yet?“ 

« Come!” ſaid Mr. Branghton, Why, I 
— you went to fetch her yourſelf didn't 
you fe 11 | 

„“ Ves, but I could n't find her;: yet 1 dare 
ſay I've been over half the garden.“ 1 

« Half ! but why did not you go over it all?“ 

« Why, ſo I will: but only I thought I'd juſt 
come and ſee if ſhe was here firſt ?” 

«© But where's Tom?“ Ws 

«© Why, I don't know; for he would not ſtay 
with me, all as ever I could ſay ; for we met ſome 

dung gentlemen of his acquaintance, and ſo he 
bid me go and look by myſelf, for he ſaid, ſays he, 
I can divert myſelf better another way, fays he.“ 

This account being given, away again went this 
filly young man; and Mr. Branghton, extiemel 
F incenſed 
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f 5 ſaid he would go and ſee after them him- 
ielf, : | | 

So, now,” cried Madame Duval, „ he's gone 

too! why at this rate we ſhall have to. wait for 


one or other of them all night!” 


— Odſerving that Sir Clement ſeemed diſpoſed to 
renew his enquiries, I turned towards one of the 
paintings, and pretending to be very much octu- - 
pied in looking at it, aſked M. Du Bois ſome 
queſtions concerning the figures, | 
O, Mon Dieu! cried Madame Duval, „don't 

aſk him; your beſt way is to aſæ Mr. Smith, for 
he's been here the ofteneſt. Come, Mr. Smith, 
I dare ſay you can tell us about them.” 

„ Why yes, Ma'am.“ ſaid Mr. Smith, who, 
brightening up at this application, advanced to- 
Wards us, with an air of aſſumed importance 
(which however fat very uneaſily upon him) and 
begged to know what he ſhouldexplain firſt; Fot 
I have attended,” ſaid he, to all thefe paint- 
ings, and know every thing in them perfectly well; 

for I am rather fond of pictures, Ma'am ; and, real- 
Iy I muſt ſay, I think a picture is a—a very is 

really a very=---is ſomething very parry — 

„ 80 do 1 too,” faid Madame Duval, „but 
pray now, Sir, tell us who that is meant for, 
pointing to a figure of Neptune. 
That -- -Why, that Ma'am, is,---Lord bleſs 
me, I can't think how I come to be ſo ſtupid, but 


really I have forgot his name,---and, yet I know _ 


it as well as my own, too,---however, he's a general 


Ma'am they are all generals.“ i 


I ſaw Sir Clement bite his lips; and, indeed, fo 
did J mine. i e 1h Dt? Rent OUR 
*© Well,” ſaid Madame Duval, „ it's the oddeſt 
dreſs far a peneral ever ee! 
{1 * A. k 4 +44.6 He 
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« He ſeems ſo capital a figure, faid Sir Cle- 
ment to Mr. Smith, that I imagine he muſt 
be generaliſſimo of the whole army.” 

“Tes, Sir, yes,” anſwered Mr. Smith, re- 
ſpectfully bowing, and highly delighted at bein 
thus referred to, you are perfectly right,--but 
cannot for my life think of his name ;---perhaps, 
Sir, you may remember it ?” 

No, really,” replied Sir Clement, “my ac- 
1 among the generals is not ſo exten- 
we.” ; 

The ironical tone of voice in which Sir Cle- 
ment ſpoke; entirely diſconcerted Mr. Smith; who 
again retiring to an humble diſtance, ſeemed ſen- 
ſibly Sorting at the failure of his attempts to re- 
cover his conſequence. ; | 

Soon after Mr. Branghton returned with his 
youngeſt daughter, whom he had reſcued from a 
party of inſolent young men; but he had not yet 
been able to find the eldeſt. Miſs Polly was really 
frightened, and declared ſhe would never go into 
the dark walks again. ( Her father, leaving her 
with us, went in queſt of her ſiſter, WELLS 

While ſhe was relating her adventures, to which 
nobody liſtened more attentively than Sir Clement, 
we ſaw Mr. Brown enter the room. O la!“ 
cried Miſs Polly, “let me hide myſelf, and don't 
tell him I'm come.” 8 | 

She then placed herſelf behind Madame Duval, 
in ſuch a manner that ſhe could not be ſeen. 

„ 80 Miſs Polly is not come yet !“ ſaid the 
ample ſwain : well I can't think where ſhe can 
be ! Pve been a looking, and looking, and looking 
all about, and I can't find her all I can do.“ 

Well but, Mr. Brown,” ſaid Mr. Smith, 
„ ſhan't you go and look for the lady” again _ 
es a * 4 Yes, 


— 
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Ves, Sir,“ faid he fitting down, “ but I 
muſt reſt me a little bit firſt. You can't think 
" howtired lam - | | ; 

« O ſie, Mr. Brown, fie,” cried Mr. Smith, 
winking at us, tired of looking for a lady ! Go, 
go, for name! - | 5 
© 80 J will Sir, preſently ; but you'd be tired 
too, if you'd walked fo far: beſides, I think ſhe's 
gone out of the garden, or elſe I muſt have ſeen 

8 or other of her.“ 0 
A he, he, he ! of the tittering Polly, now be- 
2 her, and ſo ended this ingenious little arti- 
ce. 


At laſt appeared Mr. Branghton and Miſs Biddy, 


who, with a face of mixed anger and confuſion, 


addrefling herſelf to me, ſaid, So Miſs, fo you 
ran away from me! Well, fee if I don't do as 
much by you, ſome day or other ! But I thought 
how it would be, you'd no mind to leave the gen- 
#Hemen, though you'd run away from me.” 
I I was fo much ſurprized at this attack, that I 
could not anſwer her for very amazement ; and 
ſhe proceeded to tell us how ill ſhe had been uſed 
and that two young men had been making her 
walk up and down the dark walks by abſolute force 
and as faſt as ever they could tear her along ; and 
many other particulars, which I will not tire you 
t r. 
Smith, fhe ſaid, But to be ſure, thought 1, 
at leaſt all the company will be looking for me; 
fo 1 little expected to find you all here, talking 
as comfortably as ever you can. However I know 
I may thank my couſin for it!“ Oh 


If you mean me, Madam,” ſaid I very much 


ked, ] am quite ignorant in what manner 


I can have been acceſſary to your diſtreſs.” 


« Why 


— 


EV ET:19% AX 279 


«© Why by running away ſo. If you'd fta 
with us, 12 nr for ie Mr. Smich, and +5 
Du. Bois would have come to look for us; but J 
ſuppofe they could not leave your we js i 

The folly and unreaſonableneſs of this ſpeech 
would admit of no anſwer. But what a ſcene 
was this for Sir Clement! his ſurpriſe was evi- 
dent ; and I muſt acknowledge, my confuſion was 
equally great. „ | Tm 

We had now to wait for young Branghton, who 
did not appear for ſome time ; and during this in- 
terval it was with difficulty that I avoided Sir 
Clement, who was on the rack of curioſity, and 
dying to ſpeak to me. | | - 
When at laſt the hopeful youth returned, a 
long and frightful quarrel enfued between him and 
his father, in which his fiſters occaſionally joined, 
concerning his neglect; and he defended himſelf 
only by a brutal mirth, which he indulged at their 


8 | 

very one, now, ſeemed inclined to depart,— 
when, as ufual a difpute aroſe, upon the way of 
our going, whether in a coach or a boat. After 
much debating, it was determined that we ſhould 
make two parties, one by water and the other 
by land; fer Madame Duval declared ſhe would 
not, upon any account, go into a boat at night. 

Sir Clement then ſaid, that if ſhe had no car- 
riage in waiting, he ſhould be happy to ſee her and 
me fafe home, as his was in readineſs. | 

Fury ſtarted into her eyes, and paffion inflamed 
every feature, as ſhe anſwered, ** Pardie, no,. 

ou may take care of yourſelf, if you pleaſe; 

but as fo me, I promiſe you I ſhan't truſt myſelf 
with no ſuch perſon.” gol oh 
0 He 
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He pretended not comprehend her meaning, 
yet to wave a diſcuſſion, acquieſced in her refu- 
ſal. The coach party fixed upon conſiſted of Ma- 
dame Duval, M. Du Bois, Miſs Branghton, and 
myſelf. _ | 

I now began to rejoice, in private, that, at 
leaſt, our lodgings would be neither ſeen, nor 
known, by Sir Clement. We ſoon met with an 
hackney-coach, into which he handed me, and 
then. took Jeave, | 
Madame Duval having already given the coach- 
man her directions, he mounted the box, and we 
were juſt driving off, when Sir Clement exclaim- 
ed, By Heaven this is the very coach I had in 
waiting for myſelf !”” _ N Jp. 

„This coach, your honour!” ſaid the man, 


©. no, that it int.” _ 


Sir Clement, however, ſwore that is was, and, 
preſently the man begging his pardon, ſaid he had 
really forgotten that he was engaged. | 
I have no doubt but that this ſcheme occurred to 
him at the moment, and that he made ſome ſign 
to the coachman, which induced him to ſupport it: 
for there is not the leaſt probability that the acci- 
dent really happened, as it is moſt likely his own 
chariot was in waiting. . 

The man then opened the coach-door, and Sir 
Clement advancing toit, ſaid, I don't believe 
there is another carriage to be had, or I would 
not incommode you: but as it may be diſagreeable 
to you to wait here any longer, I beg you will not 
get out for you ſhall be ſet down before I am car- 
ried home, if you will be ſo good as to make a lit- 
tle room.” 5 8 ( 
And ſo ſaying, in he jumped, and ſeated himſelf. 
between M. Du Bois and me, while our aſtoniſh- 
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ment at the whole tranſaction was too great ſor 
ſpeech. He then ordered the coachman to drive 
on, according to the directions he had already re- 
ceived. | | 

For the firſt ten minutes, not one uttered a word; 
and then, Madame Duval, no longer able to con- 
tain herſelf, exclaimed, Ma for, if this is n't one 

2, - 


of the impudenteſt things ever [ ſee ! 


: - 


Sir Clement, regardleſs of this rebuke, attended 
only to me ; however, I anſwered nothing he ſaid, 
when I could poſſibly avoid ſo doing. Miſs Brangh- 
ton made ſeveral attempts to attract his notice, but 
in. vain, for he would not take the trouble of pay- 
* ng Her any regard. *- OG CHESS 83 
Madame Duval, during the reſt of the ride, ad- 
dreſſed hetſetf to M. Du Bois in French, and in 
that language exclaimed with - great vehemence 

againſt boldneſs and aſſurance. | 
I was extremely glad when I thought our jour- 
ney muſt be nearly at an end, for my ſituation was 
very uneafy-to me, as Sir Clement perpetually en- 
deavoured to take my hand. I looked out of the 
coach-window, to ſee if we were near home; Sir 
Clement ſtooping over me did the ſame, and then, 
in a voice of infinite wonder, called out, Where 
the d is the man driving to hy we are 

in Broad St. Giles's !” 368 
O he's very right,” cried Madame Duval, 
© ſo never trouble your head about that, for I ſhan't 

go by no directions of yours, I promiſe you.” 

When at laſt, we ſtopped, at an Hofier's . in 
High Holborn, —Sir Clement ſaid nothing, but bis 
; eyes, I ſaw, were very buſily employed in viewing 
the place, and the ſituation of the houſe. "The *« 
coach he inſiſted upon ſettling himſelf, as he ſaid it 
belonged to him; and then he took leave. * Du 
| | 0¹8⁸ 
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Bois walked home with Miſs Branghton, and Ma- 
dame Duval and I retired to our apartments. 

How diſagreeable an evening's adventure l nv 
one of the party ſeemed fatisfied, except Sir Cle- 
ment, who was in high ſpirits : but Madame Du- 
val was enraged at meeting with him; Mr.Branghton 

angry with his children; the frolic of the Miſs 
Branghtons had exceeded their plan, and ended in 
their own diſtreſs; their brother was provoked that 
there had been no riot; Mr. Brown was tired; and 
Mr. Smith mortified. As to myſelf, I muſt ac- 
knowledge, nothing could be more diſagreeable to 
me, than being ſeen by Sir Clement Willoughby 

with a party at once © Sul in themſelves, and 
ſo familiar to me. 53 | 
And you too, my dear Sir, will, I know, be 
ſorry that I have met with him; however there is 
no apprehenſion of his viſiting here, as Madame 
Duval is far too angry to admit him. 


— 
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